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In the United States, there Republican Party. Each party hosts

are two major political parties, a number of candidates who go
the Democratic Party and the through a nomination process to




determine the presidential nominee

for that party. The nomination
process consists of primaries
and caucuses, held by the 50
states, Guam, Puerto Rico, and
Washington D.C. The winner of

each of these primary elections

receives a number of delegates
proportional to the percent of the
popular vote that candidate received
in each state. Whichever candidate
who has the majority of the available
delegates at the end of the primary
elections is designated as the
presumptive nominee until he or she
is formally nominated and endorsed
for the presidency by his or her
political party. This is done by the
aforementioned delegates for each

party.

In the United States, Super
Tuesday, in general, refers to the
Tuesday in February or March of
a presidential election year when
the greatest number of states hold
primary elections to select delegates
to national conventions at which
each party’s presidential candidates
are officially nominated. More
delegates can be won on Super
Tuesday than on any other single
day of the primary calendar, and,
accordingly, candidates seeking the
presidency traditionally must do well
on this day to secure their party’s

nomination.

The 2008 election brought a lot
of firsts in United States presidential
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election history. It was the first presidential election since 1952 in which neither the
incumbent president nor the incumbent vice president was a candidate in the general
election. In addition, John McCain became the oldest first-time presidential nominee
in history when the Republicans nominated him in September 2008. His running mate,
Sarah Palin, was the youngest person and first woman nominated for Vice President by the
Republican Party. Barack Obama and McCain are nearly 25 years apart in age. One of the
most talked about firsts in this election was Obama’s possible, and then actual, nomination
by the Democratic Party. On August 28, 2008, when Obama formally accepted the
Democratic nomination for President, he became the first African American nominated

for President by a major political party.

Listen to the following two quotes and try to guess who
are speaking to you.

There are ten words taken from the two quotes. Listen
again to decide which words belong to the first quote and
which belong to the second. Then put the words into the
relevant column.

é urge climb congratulating  earnest steep

| compromises  term restore prosperity hopeful
i

i{ Quote 1 Quote 2

| _3. Listen to the two quotes again and try to speak after them.

Quote 1:  “The road ahead will be long. Our climb will be steep. We may not get
there in one year or even in one term. But America, I have never been
more hopeful than I am tonight that we will get there.”

Quote 2:  “I urge all Americans who supported me to join me in not just

10
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congratulating him, but offering our next president our good will aud‘g

earnest effort to find ways to come together, to find the necessary

compromises to bridge our differences, and help restore our prosperity,

defend our security in a dangerous world, and leave our children and

grandchildren a stronger, better country than we inherited.”

2l News Report [ﬂ

P Amerlcan Election Expressions

Vocabulary Link

Rt 21 S LATEG R
viaicn the terms ot

. swing states

running mate
front-runner

home stretch

neck and neck

on the campaign trail
stump speech

on the stump
grassroots campaign

rank and file

. mudslinging
. asmear campaign
. a landslide victory

. electoral votes

he left with their definitions on the right.

. travel around the country on certain routes
. the leading candidate
- representatives who are elected in a presidential

(@R~

election from a certain state and will vote for a
candidate who represents a party in the American
presidential election

D. try to destroy their opponent’s good name by saying
bad things or through misleading advertisements

=

. states where the support for the two candidates is
almost equal
voters at the local community level

- make different speeches to different groups

. spreading lies about someone
when the race is near the end

e

favorite subjects that the candidates talk about to
different crowds
. the presidential candidate’s choice for vice president

&R

the members who form the major part of a group, but
not its leaders or officers

M. both candidates have equal support

N. one candidate wins a huge majority of electoral votes

11
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i Exercise 1 Listen to the news report and fill in the blanks
by choosing the proper words from the following
table.

' fair fear dirt dart misleading
miss meaning lies lines destroy destiny
Many people hope that presidential campaigns are 1) . But some campaigns
include mudslinging. No, the candidates do not throw 2) at each other.
. But they may try to 3) their opponent’s good name by saying bad things or
~ through 4) advertisements. Spreading 5) about someone is called a

. smear campaign.

|___Exercise 2 Listen to the news report and decide whether the
following statements are true (T) or false (F).

The running mate refers to the leading candidate in the presidential election.
Grassroots campaign involves voters at the national level.

Some expressions about the election come from horse racing.

o S e S e T
SN =

The candidates never accept financial donations for the campaign.

| Exercise 3 Listen to the news report again and repeat the
following sentences.

1. They are also called battleground states.

2. Experts believe the presidential election will be decided by the votes in those few
states.

3. The candidate talks to people and accepts financial donations for the campaign.

and Memories of a Day That Defined a Presidency

Vocabulary Link
Match the terms on the left with their definitions on the right.

A. aformal event performed on a special occasion
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Pentagon

observance
anniversary
oust

resources

commander

surge

nominee

. combat
. suspend
. raid

. approval

. opposition

| Exe rgj;e 1

Column I

1. George Bush

2. John McCain

3. Barack Obama

American Presiden

take arbitrarily or by force

. a government building with fiv
the headquarters of the United States |
Defense :

D. the date on which an event occurred in spym,\”

0w

year (or the celebration of it)
. remove from a position or office
an officer in command of a military unit

BelesEiles

. available source of wealth; a new or reserve supp!
that can be drawn upon when needed e

. rising rapidly
a politician who is running for public office
the act of fighting; any contest or struggle

. stop a process or a habit by imposing a freeze on it

il el s

. search without warning, make a sudden surprise
attack on
M. the action of opposing something that you disapprove
or disagree with
N. a message expressing a favorable opinion

Listen to the news report and match the person in
Column | with the related information in Column
Il according to what you have heard.

Column IT

A. is the Republican presidential nominee.

B. said there was no evidence that Saddam Hussein was
involved with September 11, as officials suggested in
defense of the war.

C. wants to remove all American combat forces from Iraq
within sixteen months in office.

D. says the Iraqis have still not taken enough responsibility.

E. says the United States must also help Pakistan defeat
Taliban and al-Qaida militants in tribal areas along the
Afghan border.

F. supported the surge — last year’s temporary troop

increase.
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Exercise 2 Below is a list of sentences mentioned in the
news report. Listen to the news report again and
tick (v) those you hear in the report and cross (x)
those you do not hear in the report.

( ) The September 1lattacks killed almost 3 000 people.

( ) In the September 11 attacks, a third plane crashed in a Pennsylvania field after
passengers fought the hijackers.

( ) In 2003, the United States led an invasion of Iraq.

( ) McCain says setting a date to remove all American combat forces from Iraq is

irresponsible.

Exerci ge 3 Listen to the news report again and repeat the
following sentences.

1. Earlier this week, President Bush announced he is sending more troops to

Afghanistan.
2. President Bush also announced that about eight thousand troops will come home

from Iraq by February.
3. President Bush says the United States must also help Pakistan defeat Taliban and al-

Qaida militants in tribal areas along the Afghan border.

Section B

Vocabulary Link
Match the terms on the left with their definitions on the right.

A. act of giving in common with others for a common

‘purpose especially to a charity

;pnmse solemnly and formally
y (for someone) ,duty or respons1b111ty,




