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PREFACE

_This volume of English conversation supplies the
" student with a comprehensive vocabulary of words and
phrases in constant use among the English-speaking people
and attempts to give him a systematic and practical
method in speé;king English. It contains more than (0
lessons covering a widely varied range of everyday topics.
The materials are well graded and the arrangement is
appropriate, while the conversations are easy, useful, and
familiar and the English employed is simple and natural.

The book is divided into five parts. Part I deals
with topics relating to students’ life'; Part II contains
dialogues in daily spoken English; Part III furnishes
material for correct business com{érsation; Part IV heipg
students to know the correct uses of certain intenogative
adverbs ; Part V includes miscellaneous and commercial
expressibns. , 2 :

The lessons are selected from various sources, with the
aim to meet the needs of students whose speaking power
has not been fully developed. They are arranged progres-
sively and may be used without a teacher.

C. Y. Linag

Principal of Soochow University
Third Middle School
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THE A B C OF CONVERSATION
RXBHEABC
PART I—STUDENTS’ CONVERSATION
VISITING § 8 '

A. There is a young man to see you, Master

~ Yang; he would not come in, for he is *in

a great hurry’, and asks. if you will speak to
him at the door a moment.

'B. *I wonder® who he is. Well, I will go and
see him. Halloo! Is that you, John? Come
in, can’t you ?

C. No, I've got my bicycle here. I just come
to see if you wouldn’t *take a ride* through
the park.

B. I wish I could, but I haven't learned my
lessons. :

C. *What of that?* I haven’t either. Come
along. You can do them *some other :
time’s

B. Will you go on alone, and if I make up
my mind® to go, I'll meet you at the pond.
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NOTES

in a great hurry, % % | 4. What of that ? 1 4i?

2. o 5. some other time, ¥ fi B
I wonder, % # £; % % %, :
s, . 6. -make up my mind, ‘% .

take a ride, R B,

A CHAT WITH A NEW SCHOOLMATE "

BRO% & B S

What is your name, please ?
My name is Chang Ho.

~ How old are you ?

I am sixteen years old.
When is your birthday! ?

. My birthday is on the 12th of August

What class are you in ?

I am in the third year senior class.
Where do you live ?

I live at Chapei®.
I8 it a Chinese or a foreign house ?
It is a Chinese house.

What is the rent??

The rent is $20 a menth.
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Are your parents living ?°
Yes. I am very glad to say they are both
strong and well. '

How many brothers and sisters have you?
I have two brothers and three sisters. -

. Are you the eldest ?

No, I am the youngest. :

Are your brothers and sisters also *attending
e o SO e RV

My eldest brother graduated last year from
*Soochow University® and is now .employed
in a *business firm®, but my second brother
still goes to the *Shanghai High School’,
“while ‘all three of my sisters are married.

. I hope you are *studying hard® and *making
progress® at school.
I am *doing fairly well”, thank you, sir.
NOTES 5
birthday, % H. 6. business firm, % ¥ & -
Chapei, B d; & % 2 . o
T S g .7. Shanghai High School,
rent, # &. _ R .
attending school, A.%; | 8. studying hard, & .

Bl 9. making progress, 3 #.

Soochow University, # | 10. doing fairly well, & %
R % Kk 2, SErs i




w

W W

THE A B O OF CONVERSATION

AT PEACH BLOSSOMS
E B i

Mr. B, are you at.home ?

Yes, come in. *Please take a seat.t

Thank you. *Have any business on hand
to-day 72

No, *nothing particular®.

Then, what do you say to going to see the
peach blossoms ?

Well, where?

What do you say to Lung Hwa, ?

As I have not been there for some time, I
have been wanting to go there; but I think
it is yet too early in the season.

A friend of mine who went yesterday says
that it is *just in' seasont.

If that is so, we will go; but how about
the weather ?

It will remain fine, I think, , :

How far is it from here to Lung Hwa ?
About three 1.

That’s *a good distance®.

When once you get there, you'll find it less
than you think.



w

we W

% X ® % A B O - - b

Then, when shall we start ?

I mean to start at once.

Isn’t it *too sudden® ?

But we shall havedp *go & good way'.

I will, then, *make haste and get reatly®,
but have you any other companion ?

As a friend of mine has been telling me
that he wanted to go, I am thinking of
inviting him to join us. :
Who is it ?

A fellow-student® called C

That’s excellent. Do persuade him, for *the
more the merrier’.

I'll then go first and persuade my friend ;
and you will *in the meantime™ come to
my house and wait for me.

Very well.
= NOTES

Please take a seat, # | 6. toosudden, X W f2.
&, 7. go a good way, % & B
Have any business on | 8. make haste and get
hand today? 4 X (¥ W) ready, B 3 ¥ .
L 3R B 9. fellow-student, FH 2.
‘nothing particular, & # | 10. the more the merrier,
4 B A& % W &%
just in season, E % # 8. | 11. in the meantime, A &;
a good distance, & ¥ R =,
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THE STUDENTS' MEETING
8 & &

I hear that a meeting is held in your school
. every Saturday afternoon. What is done

*on that occasion!?

Speeches, recitations?, *musical entertain-
ments®, and many other amusing things.
Do the teachers of your school *attend on*
such an occasion ?

Yes, most of them do and *deliver addresses®.
How long does it continue ? ‘

About two hours.

Who is the most *eloquent spea.ker‘* in your
school ?

Mr. T. E. Chang, a student of the 3rd
year *senior class’.

. Can he *make an address® in English ?

Yes, he can deliver one in English.

Who is ‘the *sweetest singer® in your
school ?

Mr.” 8. H. Wang, a student of the 1st
year *junior class'®.

Does he *play on the organ'! ?
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Yes, he does. But he is also *skillful in
piano’®.

Are the *programmes nearly the same'® at
every meeting ?

Yes, but we find the meetmg a.lways
interesting and amusing,
NOTES ,

_on that oceasion, I ¥, 8. make an address, ¥ .
recitations, ¥ . 9. sweetest singer, & "8 &,
musical entertainments, | 10. junior class, %1 #&.

R B, 11. play on the organ, i B
attend on, 7l J&; ¥l ®. =, g
deliver addresses, ¥ #t. 12. skillful in piano, ¥ ®
eloquent speaker, & X # |- [ B R

B &, | 13. programmes nearly the
genior class, & #&. same, % F K A b %,

THE TRACK MEET
E B &
Where are you going now ?
T am going to school.
*What for ?*
It is a *commemoration day® today and the
ceremony® is to be held.

Is that all ?



