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— / Do it in short order
Clarity counts
The chaos theory does not apply here
It pays to pinpoint authentic structures
When linear thinking comes into play
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o high-achicving test-takers, the JELTS Writing Section is, ially, a vehicle for demonstrating their sound grasp of English
and their insight into the cultures of European origin.
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From the Author to the Reader
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admission requirements —f b EAIAN 7 FHEIXERE .

Effective December 2009, IELTS is strongly preferred as the language fluency test ;
for all incoming graduate students whose native language is not English.
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This publication is fully dedicated to my incredibly intelligent, responsive and self-
motivated students.
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Preface

W hile | was on vacation this past spring, getting a brief respite from my whirlwind life as
an IELTS teacher, | had a chance to reflect on the five years and to ponder how | could better
help my students with the forthcoming publications.

Legions of university students and professionals throughout China had committed themselves
to taking the IELTS test, which was generally consjdered a crucial first step on the road to
educational institutions, immigration and numerous career destinations in commonwealth :
countries. Even so, in preparing for the IELTS writing test, they often found themselves
daunted by the sheer amount of information they were supplied: the colossal word lists, the
baffling grammatical quagmire, the bizarrely contorted sentences and the innumerable
passages which could, purportedly, help them break through to a higher-band score if they
memorized the passages word for word. These insecurities persisted even after they took the
test.

In my experience, though, most of the prospective IELTS candidates were pressed for study
time and worse yet, they had four modules to prepare: listening, reading, writing and

speaking. None of these modules was exactly a cinch.

My hard work as an IELTS teacher paid off. My performance as an IELTS writing teacher was
fully recognized when | won the number one ranking in the survey of students’ overall teacher |

ratings conducted by Global IELTS School, the foremost IELTS training school in China.

| contemplated it was time that | shared my thoughts and beliefs about the IELTS writing test
with candidates not in my class. Getting my own textbook published became the logical next -
step.

Should such a book actually be published, | decided it would go beyond what readers
generally found in other IELTS textbooks, cutting to the heart of skills, techniques and the
mindset needed for doing well in IELTS writing. Also, it must be nothing short of these 10 criteria:

a) Enabling the readers to recognize the complexities of the test questions and generate
enough literate ideas for an IELTS essay within the time constraints.
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b) Distilling the English writing lexicon into a very concise list of words and phrases that
are most commonly used in IELTS essays. Moreover, this book should train the readers

in proper diction ( word choice and usage) .

c¢) Deconstructing the bewildering grammatical points for the readers in a practical,,
easy-to-absorb fashion, and identifying the glaring mechanical errors many candidates
make.

~ d) Instilling good sentence sense and equipping the readers with a toolkit (i. e.
- essential conjunctions, transitional phrases and key sentence Structures ) to write

reasonably-complex sentences naturally, clearly and fast.

e) Making an earnest attempt to train the readers to construct a tight-knit, focused
IELTS essay.

f) Supplying copious sample essays and paragraphs written by the author for readers to
learn from but at the same time discouraging mere reproduction and the use of trite or
stereotyped expressions. Besides, the phrasing of sample essays should be deliberately

not-so-polished to cater to the realistic need of the majority of Chinese candidates.

g) Adopting an open-ended approach to instruction and affording quality online
resources from which the readers can gain knowledge of facts, data and ideas about the
IELTS essay topics.

h) Furnishing the readers with accompanying audio help — such as CD recordings by

the author, to assist them in memorizing parts of the visual text.

i) Mirroring the latest changes in the IELTS writing test and being updated in a timely
' manner.

j) Presenting a high level of utility to candidates of other English writing tests, such as
' the writing test in TOEFL-iBT.

Those were my main concerns when | conceived this book, hence a book like this in your
hands and a CD like that in your CD tray.

Xiaoyi
(a. k. a. Patrick)
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Changing Lanes

l t has been two years since | sat down to draft the first edition of The Ten-Day Step-by-Step
Guide to IELTS Writing. | confess that | did not quite anticipate the rave reviews this book
would receive before letting it go to press.

Back then, as today, my overriding goal was to offer a stand-alone handbook for prospective
IELTS candidates who are interested in but unfamiliar with English essay writing. Still, | am
most gratified to learn many IELTS training programs in China have adopted my book as their

main course book, sometimes along with supplemental pamphlets.

To me, every new edition is like a new roadmap for my intellectual inquiry. Since | spent
much of my time since the last edition in countries other than China, the text you will be
reading reflects the ways in which these experiences have influenced my thinking on essay
writing. For instance, some newly-added chapters address the issues and questions on
exemplification that involves life in English-speaking countries such as Britain and Australia.
Besides, many of the new sample sentences have been drawn from works published in
Commonwealth countries. This new edition has also been devised as a reaction to Cambridge
IELTS 7 and the corresponding changes in the test per se.

| continue to believe that acquiring the skills for the IELTS Essay Test, a test noted for the
variety and complexity of its essay questions, has three dimensions. reading, writing and
reflecting. Ideally, the outcomes of each can continually interact. Read widely about the
IELTS essay topics. Write arduously about these topics while drawing on the reading
materials. Then reflect on those topics by keeping a test-prep journal documenting your

reading and writing experiences and by discussions with your mentor and peers.

What makes IELTS Writing formidable is in large part the fear of the unknown. It is my
deepest hope that after reading this new edition, readers will realize that preparation for the
test can actually be highly enjoyable if it is undertaken in the proper frame of mind.

For this new edition, | gleaned feedback from my incredibly responsive audiences of the past
editions. | was also encouraged and inspired by them to inject substantial amounts of fresh
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thought into the text. | thank them for their honesty, their patience and their insight.

Special kudos goes to Mrs. Yu-gin Meng, the CMP editor of this book, for prodding and

cajoling me into revising this book as promptly as possible, with the most energy | could have
possibly summoned up.

| appreciate, as always, the loving support from my parents, my sister and friends of mine,
without whom | would not have embarked upon this * cottage industry”.

For any sins of commission and omission that remain, the author alone is to blame.

Pat
NYC
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Uncharted Territory
in the IELTS Writing Test

So many candidates seem to have a whole superstructure with no

foundation. It is time to focus on the basics, to get back to square one.

— Pat



LS N : FEERBFELIEL:  www. ertongbook. com




