





Tour the Ancient City of Xi’an

Hello, have you ever been to Xi’an? One of the six ancient cities
of China and formerly called Chang’an, it is a city with a long history
and a brilliant culture that is rare even in the annals of the world. For
a thousand and one hundred years, it has been the capital of eleven dynas-
ties, such as the Zhou, Qin, Han, Sui and Tang.
tant part in the friendly, economic and cultural exchange between China
and the rest of the world. The world-renown Silk Road has Xi’an as
its starting point.. Because of its status as the capital of a number of
dynasties, it boasts of innumerous scenic spots and places of historic in-
terest as well as cultural relics and precious artifacts. You’d feel virtually

It has played an impor-

initiated after a glimpse of the ruins at Banpo left from 6,000 years ago, the
bronze implements of the Shang and Zhou Dynasties, the tomb figures
of warriors and horses of the Qin Dynasty, the Han porcelain and steles,
the Tang frescoes and the mausoleums of the emperors of the feudal dy-
You'd be particularly impressed by the Qin tomb warrior figures
unearthed in 1974, — an archaeological find that shook the world and

nasties.

has been a great tourist attraction ever since. Xi’an extends her warm

welcome to you. Whether you're in China or from abroad, she’s ready

for you with all her brilliance, magnificence, grace and charm.

Map of the changes of the
Capitals in the Zhou, Qin, Han
and Tang Dynasties.
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% 8 CTHEZTRAFRS, BETA »  The Bell Tower Built in the Ming Dynasty,
T—=A\W%E, B=trk, RABALEH, & %rick-and-wood structured, with stacked and soaring

HEE, DART, £EMT4H, AWER.

eaves, it is a magnificent sight.
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The Hua Qing Pool Formerly villa palace for the Tang
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emperors, now a tourist resort.

2. XER EAAHWNELE. BRE
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The Hall of Dancing Frost One of

the marvellous sights at the Hua Qing Pool,
3. RISt HEXEREXZFRE
WRF—HERABHHT .

The Guifei Pool It's said that this was
where the royal concubine of the Tang
Dynasty bathed.
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Source of the hot spring Discovered
more than 2,800 years ago, the spring has
a temperature of 43°C, just right for thera-
peutical bathing.
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The Drum Tower Built in the Ming
Dynasty, it is one of the old buildings rich

with national features.
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The Xingqing Park Formerly the site
of the Xingqging Palace of the Tang Dynasty,
now a public park, where stands the me-
morial stone tablet for A Bei Zhong Ma
Lu, an envoy of friendship between China
and Japan.
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The Chenxiang Pavilion Built in the
Tang Dynasty, it was the place where
Xuanzhong and his royal concubine, Yang
Guifei, enjoyed seeing peonies.
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The Xingqing Palace—an engraving
of the Song Dynasty This was where Xu-

anzhong lived and administered the affairs
of the state.
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Steles Apart from recording

classics and history, these steles are
the origins of calligraphic art.
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The Forest of Steles in Xi’an Kept and

displayed here are more than 2,300 items of

tablet records from the Han, Wei, Sui, Tang,

Song, Yuan., Ming and Qing Dynasties.



Forest of Steles in Xi’an—A Sea of Art

The Forest of Steles in Xi’an was first built in 1090, now an integral
part of the Shaanxi Museum. On display there are more than a thousand
items of rare steles and inscriptions—a concentration of the stele art
that has won for it world fame. “The Canons of Filial Piety of Shitai’
is known for its extraordinary size. ‘““The Stone Classics of Kaichen” is
the only “Thirteen Classics” that have been preserved intact in China.
“The Popular Stele of Daiqin Nestorianism™ is a record of the canons
and religious rites of the Christian church of the Roman Empire. And
“The Ming De Shou Ji Stele” has an inscription that records the upris-

ing of Li Zhicheng, who led the peasants in rebellion against their oppres-
sors. Apart from being a treasure house of classics and canons, the Forest
of Steles has the largest collection of different schools of calligraphy. There
are stone tablets on which are engraved the works of such calligraphical
masters as Wang Xizi, Yen Zhenqing, Qu Yangshun and Liu Gongquan,

each of whom dazzles with his distinctive brilliant style, and whose cal-
ligraphical art has for thousands of years been a model for later genera-
tions. The Forest of Steles is among the first batch of units of cultural
relics placed under special protection by the government and plays an
important role in the textual research of the historical literatures of our
country and the study of such ancient arts as calligraphy, painting and
decoration.
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Th;“ Stone Classics of Kaichen Made in the second year of Kaichen
in the reign of Wenzhong of the Tang Dynasty, the Stone Classics consist of ~ i
|14 slabs of stone, on.which are inscribed thirteen kinds of ancient classics

and history.
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Stele at Daqin Temple in memory of the popularization of Nes-
torianism in China The inscription engraved in Han and Syrian, giving an
account of the activities of the envoy of Nestorianism in Chang'an.
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Engraved patterns on a stele An important means of studying ancient
ornamental art,
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Stele with the foreword to the Three Pitakas in praise of Monk
Xuanzhuang of the Tang Dynasty Engraved in the calligraphical style of
Wang Xizi as collected by Huai Ren.
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Thousand word Composition as written by Huaisu in cursive
hand Writing in the Tang Dynasty Huaisu was noted for his cursive
writing, as a ‘'Sage of the Cursive Hand." Thousand-word Composition is an
ancient primer textbook.

6. K RKNFELHFALLPGEZhFHE, REIFHKDG,
Copy plates Patterns of engravings and calligraphical copy books are
made from these copy plates.




EHEEDLEBEYE X2 HE/RNTAZE, IT% Museum for tomb figures of warriors and horses found in
W, ML, RETHLERAFATEHNUBREL AR, the Qin Shi-huang’s Mausoleum These tomb figures were exquisitely

HERNFEERNBF. Kb XU EFERETERGER, executed and life-like, representing the achievement of China's sculptural

art two thousand years ago.
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Strolling through Emperors’ Tombs

It is a universal law with Chinese emperors to begin actively to think
of their afterlife and start building their imperial residences in the other
world right after their accession to power. Many an imperial tomb was
excavated in the district of Xi’an, and a large amount of precious artifacts
were unearthed both on and under the tomb grounds that are of the
highest historical and artistic values. Here is an introduction to five of
the well-known mausoleums:

The Qin Shi Huan Mausoleum, more than two thousand years old,
was built with a contingent of draft labourers numbering over 700,000,
including thousands of craftsmen who were buried alive upon its comple-
tion. The coffin chamber is a virtual treasure house. According to
records, ““it is full of eunhuchs and officials of all ranks as well as grotesque
animals and jewels,” and “mercury flows into rivers and seas.” In 1974,
thousands of lifesize clay tomb figures of men and horses were
discovered in the east wing of the mausoleum. Both the number and the
size exceeds all other such finds — an important event in the history of
archaeology.

The Mao Mausoleum is the tomb of Liu Che, Emperor Han Wu. It
took fifty odd years to complete, the longest ever taken to build a Han
tomb. Among the treasures buried in the coffin chamber are a jade
trunk and stick, which are believed to be a tribute from a foreign country.
The main tomb is surrounded by a dozen of accompanying tombs of the
dignitaries of Emperor Han Wu'’s court. The tomb grounds are lavishly
adorned with stone sculptures — a legacy from the middle period of stone
carving of our country.

The Zhau Mausoleum is the tomb of Tai Zhong of the Tang Dynasty.
The practice of building the emperors’ tombs on hills was initiated by
Tai Zhong. The tomb grounds covered twenty thousand hectares of
land, with accompanying tombs of the royal relatives, court officials and
generals numbering more than two hundred, thus making it the most
representative of the eighteen tombs of the Tang emperors. The famous
“six steeds of the Zhau Mausoleum”, with their spirited and mettlesome
bearing, are rare art treasures indeed.

The Chien Mausoleum is the shared tomb of Gao Zhong of Tang,
son of Tai Zhong, and his royal consort Wu Zetian, who used to be a
maid of honour at Tai Zhong’s palace, and later became a nun after
Tai Zhong’s death. In 655, Gao Zhong took her to wife and established
her as Queen. After Gao Zhong died, she proclaimed herself empress.
The Chien Mausoleum is guarded by the inner and outer walls, with
seventeen accompanying tombs, all of them belonging to princes, prin-
cesses and meritorious ministers. Since 1960, five accompanying tombs
were unearthed. They belong to Prince Zhan Huai, Princess Yung Tai
and Prince Yide and so on.

The Shun Mausoleum is the tomb of Wu Zetian’s mother, surnamed
Yang. The mausoleum is relatively small in scale, but the stone sculp-
tures in front of the tomb are extremely valuabe. Among them are
a stone lion that measures up to three metres and a unicorn taller still
by one metre. Both were sculpted from granite.

BEME HFLF, X

AR, RAE, £X#R MG,
The tomb figure of a general Complete with mail and
helmet, the figure has a simple charm with its heroic posture.
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Excavating clay figures of men and
horses This is No. | Tomb-figure Pit. More
than six thousand items are estimated to be
unearthed here, not including another ten thou-
sand odd combat weapons.

Hl B REERANXB, BUAERRISHRE,

Bronze arrowheads Used by the soldiers of the Qin Dynasty.
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The Mao Mausoleum About 40 kilome-

tres to the northwest of Xi'an, it is the crown
jewel of the mausoleums of the Western Han
Dynasty.

2. BEBEEZ RREEVAANTRE
AEAER &R, AIHARETH,
Stone engravings at the Mao Mausoleum A rare
find of the ancient stone engravings of our country.

3. BEXRE EFRUEEARBRE
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AE. RRFHERBHY KA, REE,

He Qubing’s Tomb In memory of a well-
known young strategist of the Western Han
Dynasty.

4. BEAB(Z—) RRBEFINIAD
by, NERBRD, SRAMAME, HOEF
FERMTOHN, THIBDF XHEMR KL
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One of the Six Steeds of the Zhao

Mausoleum Celebrated art treasures, Four of
which kept in The Shaanxi Museum.




