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* Daitiel Defoewss botn i Lotidon in 1660, the son ofa éin"
dlemaker. He saw many chéinges in London, witnessing bith the’. -
Plague-aud the Great Fire in 1666; Defve was educated at Mot- |
tan’s Acadeny for Dissenters in Newington Green, attending the | -
latter with a view to become a Presbyterian minister. This idea * .
was, however, abandohed th 1682 when tie became a hosiery mer- ¢
chaskt basied it Combhill: He travélled ts Franice, Spain, and '
the Low Caunitries; he was intrigued by travel throughout the rest .
iof his Life. In 1684 Defoe married Mary Tuffley, and he was later - -
sent to prisen for, debf. Defoe 's life was extremely varied: he~:
fouglit briefly in the Duke of Monmouth’s rebellion of 1685, he -
was dlso a strong supporter of Williatn'of Orange in the “Glofions
~ Revolution™ three years later. e 2o L
- Fhmpughout his.life he enjoyed role-playing :and, disguise,
using it 10 great effpct as 4 spy, and in his writing he often used
a pseudonym. A prolific and versatile writer, he wrote over five
bundred books, pamphlets; and journals on various topics includ-
ing politics, crime, religion, marriage, psychology and the super- .
-watiral. Defoe began writing fiction relatively late in his lifes his +
firet novel, Robinson Crusee, was not published yntil. 1719. De- = -
foe’s other main works, Moll Flanders, A Journal of the Plague .
Year and Roxana, followed shortly after. Daniel Defoe died in |
¥731, seéportedly of “a lethargy®, and was buried at Bubhill Fields *
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The History and Misfortunes of
the Famous Moll Flanders, etc.

LN

MY m%uwellknmm thex;mds andmglatematNewgate
Itmeﬁﬂ&ﬁ%ﬂﬂy&xt&m%mym
the name of Mﬁﬂ Ftan&'ers When my parents sould ho lérgger%fhok af-
ter me,r L was lef; a pQQl' dcﬁolat& gll‘l ‘WhQ\lt ﬁ'l&ndg wlthout
clothesp, mthaut help: otrkeipugn tiwwwld BS WES my«dem

The: firdtactousnt thai chmemh&r was thi¥ ¥ waridéksd with
those peopl”é called’ ‘gypsies, “or Egypnmﬂ buff dor'ch fzﬂ&e T“stayed

PR A

s kiiew ‘me by

HOR

with them very long. . .

It was at Calehesta ,ME@sm ﬂpat I,le&,ﬁhase pgopl@ 1 romem-
ber beingstaken up by some. parish officessiof Golehester.I:was:tow in
a way% ’Bé‘p‘ﬁmde&% It’Was my gooﬁd’f‘ttfne to Be‘jbut 'Eo’ﬁm'se,

| b 2

as they caﬁ it, tq a woman Wh,o was mdeed poor. but ﬁo _got a little
money by.taking; childrep. ike me, 4l theyymers, a cerain sge, in
which sy might go 4o service.or get their own byead: . ¢

I continued here until I was eight yedrs old; ﬁ:en"‘T:was t&nﬁed
with news that the magistrates had ordered that I should go to
service. ] h.ad an aversion to going to service, as they called it (that
is, to be a servant and run errands and do the housework ). I told my
nurse, as we cﬂed her, that if she would keep me, I would work for
her, and I wouid work very hard.
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This set the old gentlewoman laughing at me. “Well, madam, you

would be a gentlewoman, and‘ how mll you become a gentlewoman?”
“With my needle and spin ,” says I, very innocently.

Some time after this , he’ going fo"Wait on the Mayor and talking
of business, at last my story came up, and my good nurse iold Mr
Mayor about me. He was so please&t.ﬁth it, that said he would call
hls lady and his two daughters to hear it,

" Not a week had passecl and suddenly Mrs Mayoress and her two
daughters carhe to the house. When they had looked about them a

e, “Well, Mrs—,” says the Mayoress-io ‘my nurse, “which is
the fittle gitl that intends to be a gentlewoman?” =

I stood up, made a curtsy, and she took my work out of my
hand& Giving me my wark again, she put her hand in her pocket,
and gave me a shxlhng ’ o

The kindness of the ladies of the town did not end here; as I
grew up they brought ime work to do for them, such as a linen to
make did laces to mend;, and et only paid me for doing thein, but
even taught me bow'to do thiem; so that now I was a gentlewoman in-
deed, asIunderstoodtheword and as | desired to-be. -

About the time I was fourteen years old, my gqod old nurse fell slck
and died. I Was fngbtened a.nd knew not what to do However I was
lucky A fnend of the Mayoxess took me to live with her and her family.

Here T contmued till I was between seventeen and eighteen years
old, andlhadaﬂﬂleadvamag&formyeducahonthatcouldbe
imagined; the lady had masters come to the House to feach her daugh-
ters, and I was allowed to stay with them. And in soqne: things I had: the

AR &0 &F
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advitidigl' aft my Yadies , Tgugh they were oy Baperiors; bt @lég were
all the gifis of mamre. ;:First, 1 was apparently more handsarve than
any of them; secondly, Iwagb@ttershaped qndthndlyt!n%heﬂer
g However myvamtywmthecauseofmynnn ’Iheladywherel‘
washad two sons young gentlemen of very pmzmsmg parts and of ex-
dordinaty’ Behitvibut, “hrd i isfortine 'to ‘get- alorig-well ' hith
bothioft thien, . bus. thisy tréhited with e in-a. juite difforént fkbiber, ||
It happened one day that the eldest son, Mr Robert, came gup:
mpghugstalm, ,towards }h@ Tom Where hls sisters used to s:t gucl walk.
I bemg there alone stepped to the door and sa:d “Slt the ladles
are not ere, I:Ley are wallu(ng\ ;rinl ;ize garden As T stepped forward
to say thls t‘owards% Qobr 'he ‘took ‘nie it his arms. "Oh Mg’ﬁet‘
19" silyd thi, *1'wanit'tc speakiivith ‘§éi miore than I do diflithem.
Dear Betty,. I am in love with you "+ And then,: hgving; me: - his
armsa heﬂ‘l&w{i me, three. or four tmes, L b
~ His yvo;'ds 3 I must confess fired my blood Nothmg else hap—
lerélgt‘ that tlme but I stml'ted hav‘;ng smmge 1deas amf I vlv:fsrnot niy-
self;’ havé ‘Shoh % gentlémaﬁ tafk 16 me of be‘mg in 1ove with me,
my WaiRy Wwas' dlevited to the higheat degrbl.!, - © A - ¢
,Afterﬂlmattaekmmmtlongbeﬁorehefmd gnother
opportunxty to catch me. This tlme we sat down and there ,he talked

with me a great whlle he told me how he was in love wnth me, and

if I was able to love him agam " how happy I would make hlm He

even spoke ‘of mammony i
Then he walked about the room, and tiking me by the hand, I

walked with him; and suddenly , he threw me down upon the bed,
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e e didvidiidiiiididdiieiiiiiiiiosidecan
and kissed 'mé miost viofenily.: Thish he thought he hisd Heatd 'sétne:
body come upstairs; 3p e got'off from the bed, put five guineas into
my hand, and went awa%downsta,lm ' o

At thls pomt I was consclous of bemg rumed but I was not con-

Pk
cemed at a]l I mpment those women whose vamty prevalls over thelr

L 1

‘Biit Wiings did not end here.’ The devil never fails to create new
opportunities. On another occasion, without many preambles, he be-
gantotalkvgxygmyelytome Hc!:esplvedtomanymeassoonashe
came to hls estate and in tbe mea.ntlme he would ma.mtam me very
generously and with ﬂmat Le pulled out'a silk purse with a hundmd
guineas B it and'g gave it'to nie. “And "} gave 7011 anoﬂr& ” says
he, “every year il ¥ marrj you. ” : .

We had, after this, frequent opportunities to repeat our. crime —
especially at home when his mother and the young lad{es went out
v131tmg But before this half-year was over, his ‘younger brother Mr
r\‘obm findmg me alone in the garden one evening, begms a story of
the same kind to me, says that he is in love with e, and i short
proposes to marmy me: . G v o w30

He was not so careful to keep his feelings for Mrs Betty a segret
in the house , 88 lns brother was. He said enqugh to let hxs sisters un-
derstand he loved me. S _ B

" 1 saw the cloud, but T did r’iét»foi"eslée‘ the storm. It x'vas eﬁs};, I
say, to see that their feelings' towards ‘me had c‘hanged.,- and it gre'w
worse, and worse every day; #ll at last the servants told me that the

family’s intentions were to send me away. I was-not worried at the

A g & D & F
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$6 640066506 béo0sbeisbisisisvvstcnciidasdes
news, because Fknew'that' 1 would be helped by Robert.

After some time, the younger gentleman told me in hls plam
way of talking that if I would consent to have him, he would tell his
family openfly that he Toved' me, ‘and that He inteiided to marry me.

I was now in a terrible ‘condition indeed ,: and ndiw. T ¥épented my
ea;siness with Lbe eldest brother- not because I had a conseience, but
because this was an excellent opportumty for happmess and I had
made it unpossfble even though T had no great scruples of con-
stience, T Gould mat. think of being'a whore to one brother and 'a wife
to the other.. Suddenly [ remembered that the first brother had: prom:-
ised to make me lns wnfe when he recelved his estate; but then I soon
recalled that he had never spoken a word of havmg me for a wife after
he had conquered me &s a mistréss, ' ‘ -k

_ L had a lsng problem now, .and I really did pot know what to:do,
Upon senous consideration, I decided to tell lnm about my smlatlon
It was not long before I had an opportumty, for the very next day his
brother et to: Loriflon on business. ‘As often was the case, he came
to spend an hour or two with Mrs Betpy. ‘

e I began at 8 dlstange but it dld not t@kq me long to. get to the
ﬁmﬁt and tell hlm how lmprudently his brother had managed himself.
I told him how far T Had restéted him, and T'told him"how siricéde’ asid
honourable his offers were,. . SN B

. This discourse surpnsed him mdeed very much. He told me Qhat
it was a critical pomt for me to manage, and he dld not see wluch way
I should get out df it; : ‘but hie would consider it, dnd let me know what
conclusions thé had atrived at; and in the meantime desired I woald
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