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A RICH VARIETY OF SICHUAN
HAN CARVED STONE |

The Han carved stone has been discovered in
Sichuan, Shandong, Henan as well as North Shanxi
and Xuzhou.The Sichuan variety is world famous both
for its varied subjects and forms,and for its exquisite
engraving. This collection includes 171 photos of stone
carving on watchtower, sarcophaguses, stone coffers
and the walls of cave tombs.

Stone carving was flourishing in the Eastern Han
period ( 25—220 ). The pictures were engraved on

stone watchtowers. sarcophaguses, stone coffers, or

on the walls of stone memorial temple and cave tombs.

In terms of technique,the carving can be classified as

bas relief, high relief, incised relief,~oncave relief,convex
relief, etc, The subjects of the stone carving range
from the life and experience of the occupant, the
stories from Confucian classics ard history, myths and
legends, to celestial phenomena and architectural
decoration, Therefore, itis very valuable for studying
the history and social conditions of the Han Dynast y.
Among the most famous stone carvings are those on
Gaoyi Watchtower in Yaan,Shenfujun Double Watchtower
and Fenghuan Watchtower in Quxian Wanghui sarcophagus
in Lushanxian, and the sarcophaguses unearthed in
Rongjingxian,Pengshanxian and Luzhou, Also numbered
as famous ones are the procession found in No.1 Han
Tomb at Yangzishan, Chengdu, and the engravings in
the Han tomb at Zengjiabao, Chengdu.

Gao Wen
August, 1986
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