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Jingdezhen, the capital of China’s porcelain, is a magical, beautiful and sacred city of porcelain art.

During the long years of the development of porcelain production, Jingdezhen has trained skilled
craftsmen and artists who have passed their skill from one generation to the next, and have worked hard to
help develop porcelain art. They have mastered p_orcelain materials and technology and very rich vocabu-
lary of porcelain culture and art. What’s more, they have created famous rare artistic treasures representing
the Chinese and the oriental artistic style, and have made great contributions to the civilization of the
mankind and the development of the world culture.

Jingdezhen has a long history of porcelain production and culture. Early in the Han Dynasty, there
was the record of “Xinping began to make pottery in the Han Dynasty”. In the Tang Dynasty, Jingdezhen
succeeded in making white porcelain known as “Raoyu”. In the first year (A. D. 1004) of the reign of
Jingde in the Song Dynasty, Emperor Zhenzhong issued a decree to rename Changnan as Jingdezhen.
From then on, Jingdezhen became wellknown. During the Song Dynasty, Jingdezhen manufactured a
distinctive type of porcelain ware—Shadowy blue glaze porcelain(shadow green). And during the follow-
ing successive dynasties of Yuan, Ming and Qing, Jingdezhen became a porcelain manufacturing centre
in China, and created such famous porcelain wares as blue and white, underglaze red, paintcolours, con-
trasting colors, antique colours, famille rose, colour enamel, plain tricolour, rice perforation and high te-
mperature coloured glaze.

Jingdezhen has gathered the highlights of craftsmanship from almost all the famous kilns in China,

and has formed its own characteristics of “as white as jade, as bright as mirror, as thin as paper, and as
resonant as a chime stone.” The porcelain wares made in Jingdezhen used to be known as imitation jade
and have been introduced to other cities and countries along the silkroad on land and the porcelain road
at sea.

Today the porcelain industry in Jingdezhen is developing rapidly with new creations and remarkable
achievements in fine ceramic art. Jingdezhen has trained a considerable number of qualified personnel

among whom are masters of arts and crafts in China, masters of arts and crafts of Jiangxi province, high



ranking artists, artists, assistant artists, professors, associate professor , lecturers, assistants and skilled
craftsmen, who are steering the development of Jingdezhen porcelain production. By combining the tradi-
tional porcelain art with modern sense, they have created different styles of exquisite porcelain art works
by means of new artistic concepion, new aesthetic appreciation, new creative ideas and new achieve-
ments in science and technology. These artists make full use of the porcelain materials and the special ex-
pression language of porcelain processes, adopt modern artistic ideas and the rules of formal beauty, and
create different kinds of art works that reveal their passion, their accomplishments and their personalities.

People’s Daily Publishing House compiles and publishes this picture album to help more people
know about the latest development of Jingdezhen porcelain and its art, to satisfy the porcelain art lovers,
and to introduce to people the contemporary porcelain artists in Jingdezhen with their new creations, new
level and new pursuit. This is of great significance and is worth celebrating.

As far as the selected artists and their art works are concerned, they are of high artistic standard and
represent the highlights of modern porcelain art of the porcelain capital. Among these artists, there are
highly skilled old artists, very successful middle—aged artists and promising young artists.

The editors of this picture album have included the porcelain artistic techniques of ancient and mod-
ern Jingdezhen, and different types and schools of contemporary Jingdezhen procelain art.

This picture album has good pictures together with captions explaining them. These help people have
a better understanding of the pleasant art works and their creators, and give people a new kind of aesthet-
ic feeling. What’s more, it is printed in two languages— Chinese and English, which makes it easy to intro-
duce to the world the contemporary Jingdezhen procelain, its porcelain artists and their excellent art
works.

Qin Xilin Professor
Master of Arts and Crafts of China
President of Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute

June 26, 1995
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