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CHAPTER I

My dear Children

I am very anxious that you should know something
about the history of Jesus Christ.® For everybody ought
to know about him. No one ever lived who was so good,
so kind, so gentle, and sosorry for all people whodid wrong
or who were in any way ill or miserable as he was.

And as he is now in Heaven, where we hope to go,
and all to meet each other after we are dead, and there
be® happy always together, you never can think what
a good place Heaven is without knowing who he was
and what he did.

He was born a long long time ago—nearly two thou-
sand years ago—at a place called Bethlehem® . His father
and mother lived in a city called Nazareth® , but they
were forced by business® to travel to Bethlehem. His
father’s name was Joseph and his mother’s name was

@ Jesus Christ ['dsiizas ‘kraist]: FS#REEHE, HAETFATY 648, BF
ATEe0dE; HISRREFE, EECEN sy, FXCREE", EHHRA
N S =" a0 R, @ be: SiHAY meet 37, to meet
RE5#HTER to go #H7, EMEEPFRERIREFIESF hope BHEE,
Bethlehem ['beflihem]: {aR[{E, YeERpbeiAE AL B,y @® Nazareth
['nezorif]: S, EREMSEL—E248, ® business: Np2g;
M A EEARE(N S RERFZE ), i, BRIK
TR, PLEE .
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Mary.@ And the town being very full of people,@ alse,
brought there by busiress, there was no room for Joseph
and Mary in the inn or in any house; so they wentinto a
stable to lodge, and in this stable Jesus Christ was born.

There was no cradle or anything of that kind there,
80 Mary laid her pretty little boy in what is called the man-
ger,® which is the place the horses eat out of. And there
he fell asleep. II‘S& MU

While he was asleep, some s egierds who were watch-
ing sheep in the fields saw an angel® from God, all
light and beautiful, come moving over the grass towards
them. At first they were afraid and fell down and hid
their faces.

But it said, ‘There is a child born to-day in the city of
Bethlehem™ear here, who will grow up to be so good that
God will love him as his own son, and he will teach men
to love one another and not to quarrel and hurt one ano-
ther; and his name will be Jesus Christ; and people will
put that name in their prgiﬁ" , because they will know
God loves it, and will know that they should love it, too.’

And then the angel told the shepherds to go to that
stable and look at thatlittle child in the manger, which they
did; and they kneeled down by it in its sleep, and said, ‘God
bless this child !’ :

Now the great place of all that country was Jerusa-

@ Joseph ['dzouzif] 7 Mary ['meori]: XFAEFENE 28>
SR HE MERE, @ the town being very full of people: iX
RHr A (B A" — Quirk) , XREHE IR RSER T
B AR BEFNE. JE. #6465 manger: I (F4-FIE &AM,
ERE ['meids], angel ['eindyol]: R, ZHJL.
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lem® —just as London is the great place in England—anc
at Jerusalem the king lived, whose name was King Herod® .

Some wise men® came one day from a country a long
way off in the East; and said to the king, ‘We have seen
a star in the sky, which teaches us to know that a child is
born in Bethlehem who will live to be a man whom all
people will love.”  » l! GLBSI

When King Herod heard this, he was jealous, for he
was a wicked man. But he pretended not to be®, and
said to the wise man, ‘Whereabouts is this child ¥

And the wise men said, ‘We don’t know. But we think
the star will show us; for the star has been moving on
before us all the way here, and is now standing still in the
sky.?

Then Herod asked them to see if the star would show
them where the child lived, and ordered them, if they
found the child, to come back to him.

So they went out, and the star went on over their
heads a little way before them, until it stopped over the
house where the child was. This was very wonderful, but
God ordered it to be so.

. When the star stopped, the wise men went in and
saw the child with Mary, his mother. They loved him
very much and gave him some presents. Then they went
away.

But they did not go back to King Hered; for they

@ Jerusalem ([dzo'rumslom]: Kppeid, ESNHERLLR, @
King Herod [‘herad]: ##tE, # Herod the Great, @ (AJCHITIHE
5 44E), ok (Judea [daui'dio] Fo @ wise men: Fk, WiFcE
5 e, @ pretended not to be: SN jealous; BER
PR
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thought he was jealous, though he had not said so. So they
went away, by night®, back into their own country.
And an angel came and told Joseph and Mary to take
the child into a country called Egypt, or Herod would
kill him. So they escaped, too, in the night—the father,
the mother, and the child—and arrived there safely.

But when this cruel Herod found that the wise men
did not come back to him, and he could not, therefore,
find out where this child, Jesus Christ, lived, he called his
soldiers and captains to him, and told them to go and kill
all the children in his dominions that were not more than
two years old. The wicked men did so.

The mothers of the children ran up and down the
streets with them in their arms, trying to save them and
hide® them in caves and cellars, but it was of no use.
The soldiers with their swords killed all the children they
could find. This dreadful murder was called the Murder
of the Innocents. Because® the little children were se
innocent. l’iﬁw

King Herod hoped that Jesus Christ was one of them.
But he was not, as you know, for he had escaped safely
into Egypt. And he lived there, with his father and mo-
ther, until bad King Herod died.

@ by night: #%EM, #H FARE NEE, LTI in the night, 4
R EHLE AR, X, ERDby night th night (¥4, in the
night HEER . @ hide: S save 37, HE trying o Fife
@ Because: oM, FRETHFER lor; MR, for FELS
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CHAPTER II.

When King Herod was dead, an angel came to Joseph
again, and said he might now go to Jerusalem and not
be afraid for the child’s sake. So Joseph and Mary
her son Jesus Christ (who are commonly called The Ho y' |
Family) travelled towards Jerusalem; but hearing on
t}%q\guey that King Herod’s son was the new king® , and
}E ring that he, too, might want to hurt the child, they
Turned out of the way and went to live in Nazareth.
They lived there until Jesus Christ was twelve years old.

uf‘aﬁk%l oseph and Mary went to Jerusalem to attend
a religidus' feast® which used to be held in those days in

e S E—
the Temple of Jerusalem, which was a great church or

edral® ; and they took Jesus Christ with them, and
\ﬁ%\.ﬁa I%Est was over, they travelled away from Jeru-
salem back towards their own home in Nazareth with a
great many of their friends and neighbours, For pcgvr_alg[
used then to travel a great many together for fear oi:__j_f_
bersy the roads not being so safe and well guarded as

they are now, and travelling being much more difficult

@ the new king: $5W3#, (Archelaus [va:ki'lefas], K&@2F, 4
FOT 4 EZERT 642 R FR R+ I (Tdumaes) 468551, @ religious feast:
EECH, BB A AREES (the feast of Passover), JL<Pripfdd 2
FEENTY, @ church or cathedral [ko'Sisdral]: FiZERS0%; cathe-
dral WRREN, HEESSUA EHERTRERE L0,
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