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To the Learner

Welcome fo Contemporary Clinese,

Contemporary (Jumese is a textbook for students of Chinese whose native language
is English. The ultimate goal of this book is to develop students' skills in listening,
speaking, reading and writing Chinese. It can also be used to train specific
communicative skills.

The whole series consists of four volumes. You may work through the whole series
or do only one or two volumes.

The following are to be used together with the Textbook:

¢ Exercise Book

# Character Book (only for Volumes One and Two)

4 Audio and video materials

@ Teacher’s Book

This textbook has the following characteristics:

* Concise, practical, authentic and interesting.

* It is adaptable to the needs of different types of students.

* Listening, speaking, reading and writing are all given equal attention.
* You learn step by step.

After working through Volume Four, you should have a good command of 487

Chinese words and expressions.
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P.W.
T.W.
L.W.
QW.
Pron.

D.V.
Op.V.
Adj.
Num.
M.W.
Adv,

Conj.

Attrib.
Comple.
Adv.
Pred.
Pref.
Suff.
V.0.
V.P.
AP.
N.P.

Chinese Grammar Terms

noun
place word
time word
location word
question word
pronoun

verb

direction verb
optative verb
adjective
numeral
measure word
adverb
preposition
conjunction
particle

subject

object
attributive
complement
adverbial
predicate
prefix

suffix

verb plus object
verbal phrase
adjectival phrase

noun phrase

mingcf
chusudci
shijianci
fangweici
yiwenci

daici

déngci
guxiang déngci
néngyuan dongcl
xingréngci
shucf

liGngci

flci

jigci

lignei

zhuci

zhlyU

biny(

dingyt

byt

Zzhuangyi
weiyl

citou

cizhui
dongbinshi dongci
dongcl ciz
xingréngci ciz(
mingci cizd
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' Stylié.tic Rules and Layout

e, (N.) ditd map 7| e, )
HAEE (N) chdzd giché taxi 48| A4,

Both the complex and simplified forms of Chinese characters are
provided in the vocabulary and the text. Here, “¥. B " and “# #8;% £ " are
in simplified form, while“ 4 & "and“ t #8.;%, & "are in complex form.

7K is the measure word for . & ."for example,“— 7k 3. /"

PRt P R R R VHEET
The number on the upper right of a word in the text is the number of
the word in the vocabulary.

XA BT A e R FMEDT .
The number in the circle on the upper right of a word in the text is the
number of the note in the notes section after the text.

MERBRL2ZH LHWREAFET.
When an example sentence is printed with shaded backgrond in the
section of word study, this indicates that it is taken from the text.

Textbook V



In Books 1 and 2, we have already met:

Gado Yiféi Jigke L XiGoyU
B—k LA A F )R

In Book 4, we will get to know a few new friends:

Li Weéi %1%, Chinese,
Lid Tidnming ] X 84, male, boss of a private
Chinese, male, over 40 company, over 40 years

old, Liu Tianming's

years old,  university
teacher. classmate in university.

Zhto Xuédong # ¥ #,
Chinese, male, over 40 years old, Liu

Tianming and Li Wei’s classmate in

university, changes his job very often.

" || Textbook Four



Zhang Tian # £,

Chinese , graduate student, Zhéo Ming A9,
Gao Yifei's  classmate , principal of an elementary
Little Zhang's older brother. school in Shanghai.

Aunt ZhGng 7k X 48, Granny Li ) 4543,
an old woman in Beijing, over 70 an old woman in Beijing, over 80
years old. years old.

W Xidowen 3 5% s, Zhou STl ) 27,
female, 38 years old, a pregnant - female, 41 years old, a pregnant
womar. woman.

 Textbook QL4 ‘5!.‘




Shuixit & %, female, Shuixiu's father & # # ,
13-14 years old, parents divorced, about 45 years old.
living with her father.

Wan XiGoshan 7 «J» Ly, Xiaoshan’s mother /s 445,
male, 14 years old, parents divorced, over 40 years old.
living with his mother.

T T .
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Lesson One Why Does One Work?

Ciyu

V)

(T.W.)

QW)

(V.)

(N.)
(N.)
V)
(Adv.)

zhoumo

lidnsuddian

xidngshou

Words and Phrases

to work overtime or extra shifts
weekend

why R
to work desperately, exert one’s
utmost

a chain store 1% 4% JE
life

to enjoy

actually, on the contrary ; would

like to---, but




18]
9. ki#k &

10.#4% 5%
11BN
12.
13.R A

14.R )
15.44%
16.78 %
17.98

18.%

19.i 47

20.3

21K,

(Adv.)

(V.0.)

(Adv.)
(N.)
(N.)
V)

(Adj.)

(N.)
(N., V.)
(N.)
(Adv.)

V)

(Pron.)

(N.)

ddo

chdo yoéuyu

queshi
shouru
gongzi

bdyong

buténg

dda’an
didiochd
zhongxin
céng

jinxing

o]}

jamin

on the contrary, instead

to fire or discharge sb. from a
job *) gt &
indeed, truly, really ﬁﬁ’%"
income, earnings, salary
wages, pay &
to have no need to; “it’s

not necessary”

different

* *

answer
(to) survey AL
centre

once (before)

to carry out, conduct,

engage in H# AT
its, his, her, their

(classical Chinese third
person possesive pronoun)

resident




22.3&
235 %

31.:b45)
2.8 &

33.&%%

34.5%
35. A%

V.)

V)

(N.)
(N, V.)

(N., V.)
(N.)
(N.,V.)
V)
(N., V.)

(N.)
(N.)

(N, V)

(Adj.)

V)

zéngjia

fahut

néngli

gongxian

fawu
shéudu

xudnzé
shou

yingxidng

shangpin

yishi

gidng

kanldi

to increase

to bring sth. into full play,

to develop sth. to its

fullest potential B
ability, capability

contribution; to contribute

A RK
service; to serve &3
capital
choice; to choose EIE
to receive, accept
effect, an influence; to
affect, influence B
proportion, ratio, scale
commodity, merchandise,
commercial goods
consciousness; to be
conscious (aware) of =3

strong

it seems/appears that; it

Lesson




