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Abstract

Jiangsu province is one of the advanced and typical regions of Chi-
nese educational modernization. Educational modemization of Jiangsu
epitomizes the Chinese educational modernization because the outline of
Jiangsu is clearly discernible in social transition from tradition to mod-
ernization.

Educational modernization of Jiangsu began in 1861 and ended in
1927. Jiangsu is famous for its faith in culture and education, in ad-
dtion, Jiangsu has always advocated pragmatic ideas for quite some
time. In Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty, Jiangsu played a decisive
rdle in feudal education because its candidates were above others in im-
perial examination. Many scattering academies of classical learning,
prefecture schools, Confucian schools and donated schools constituted
more floureshing system of education. After the middle of 19th centu-
1y, the system changed because of invasion of foreign enemies and
blastwave of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. Some elements became
varisble of Chinese modernization. In 1861, Feng guifen wrote
protest of Xiao Bing Lu. In the book, he advocated: Chinese feudal
order of importance in human relationships and the Schodl of Logicians
bases Qing Dynasty with experience of advanced countries as auxiliary
measure. This marked the beginning of modernization of Jiangsu . Af-
terwards, many educators of insight in Jiangsu advocated education in-
novation, which were in essence the results of the turbulent situation.
In this stage, the speed of educational modemization was tco slow.
Several newly — opened schools and traditional system of education
couldn’ t be mentioned in the same breath. The Sino— Japanese War
of 1894 — 1895 broke out and China was defeated. Jiangsu sped up the
rate of the educational reform. The phenomena could be seen from the
curriclum contents, the form of schools and form of values as well. All
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can be regarded as the prelude of later education innovation. During
the periad of the political reform in late Qing Dynasty, the education
in Jiangsu changed into the new system of education, which was the
key stage and education started to flounish. Liu Kunyi and Zhang Zhi-
dong presented Jiang Chu Three memory to emperor which was the
prologue to eucational modemization in Jiangsu. Duan Fang, Zhang
Qian, Luo Zhenyu and iLi Ruigin who planned for all types of systems
of education pushed the movement For the first time, Jiangsu estab-
lished two education administrative offices in Jiangning ( capital ),
Suzhou Education must be on the basis of excellent teachers. Jiangsu
not cnly has the first private teachers school——Tongzhou Teachers
Schodl but also set up San Jiang Normal College (which provided
teachers for Jiangsu, Anhui, and Jiangsi) and Jiangsu Normal Cdl-
lege. Giving priority to teacher’s education became the striking theme
in this stage. At the same time , all new types of schools were set up
in succession, which formed the structure of middle schools, vocational
schools and special schools on the base of primary schools. During the
period from Revelution of 1911 to establish National Governtment, ed-
ucational modernization in Jiangsu was carried a step forward. In the
stage, Jiangsu was under the contrcl of Zhi Xi warlords, the political
situation was relatively stable. Jiangsu was the cradle of national indus-
try in modem times, which provided the opportunity for the develop-
ment of industry and commerce. In a way, educational modernization
also had the favorable condition. There were great changes in educa-
tional circles including the establishment of administrative system, for-
mulation of the policies of educational funds, the mobiliztion of social
education and vocational education. Jiangsu played a leading role in the
whole country.

Jiangsu Education Association was a special gentlemen group,
which played a role in the course of educational modernization in Jiang-
su. It was established in Shanghai in 1905 and dismissed in 1927. It
took advantage of group capabilities to guarantee the accomplishrent of
educational modernization. In 1920s, it gradually extricated itself from
relying on the localities and became an independent organization in the
political arena in Jiangsu. It tried its hard to plan and design for Jiang-
su education, on the other hand, it struggled with central government
and localities to safeguard the lawful rights and interests of education.

To sum up, main reasons that formed the special model of educa-



tional modernization in Jiangsu were as follows.

(1) the efforts of some local bureaucrats as Zeng Guofan, Li

Hongzhang , Liu Kunyi and Duan fang;
(2) the introduction of new theories and systems of education;
(3) the abundant funds for secondary and higher education.
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