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I began to write on subject matter of photographic art within the architectural culture mainly for the
reason that photographs I saw in some published books on architectural culture are not good enough, and fell
short from those in books published in some other countries. Directed to the gab and problems existing in
the photography of architectural culture, I have developed eight notions from the perspective of my decades
of photographic practice and understanding. These notions are hopefully beneficial to photographers, and
interactive with the creative conception of architectural culture. They have the potential to bring architects,
planners and landscape designers to a higher level of creativeness in architectural culture photography,
architecture and gardening/landscape design, and make urban construction administrative officials more
proficient in their administration of culture and art.

Since architectural culture, which relates both to material products and artistic creation, also differs from
other creation of artistic photography, it should truthfully reflects the former, but should not merely emphasize
the latter.

In the eight major notions developed in the book, thoughts on sentiment presentation are highlighted
here. All created artistic works are closely related to the thoughts and sentiments of their creators. They reflect
their ideas, and depict their sentiments. For that matter, it is stressed that a photographer should, first of all, be
fond of what he photographs, studying it, understanding it, and putting all his sentiments into it, so as to turn
his photographic efforts of architectural culture into works rich in natural and scenic themes and artistically
appealing.

Besides, the treatise has been appended with 180 exemplary works, all depicting great places of attraction
existing since antiquity in China and around the world. All these works are unexceptionally classic masterpieces
of architectural culture of all times, with works respectively representing the highest level of creation of
each historical period. These exemplary works help us better understand the history of the development of
architectural culture and become more interested in and aware of architectural culture in and outside China.
They will, I'm sure, also help improve proficiency of all photography loving people, professional and non-
professional alike, in their photographic creation in architectural culture.

I'd like to take this opportunity to express my heart-felt gratitude to the leadership, and Wu Yujiang,
editor of the book and Deputy Editor-in-chief, of the CABP (China Architecture and Building Press) for their

great support and assistance they have given me in my preparation of this book for publication.

ZhangZhugang
2010.1
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