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Treasure

Among the expansive universe, how good fortune to the human being for

living on the beautiful star. Let’s treasure it for reward.

Lan Lin Bo Lin
2001/8
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Preliminary Remarks

The photos in the book of {Dance of Sacred River) were taken from year 1993 to year 2001.
I have been to Mt. Wuyi for eleven times and been to Chongwu Beach for eight times.On the
two places,I had new feeling and gain every times.

Some of the photos were taken by Lan Lin. She is my big daughter. She had teached chinese
on Guangxi Foreign Language University of Japan.Then she went to America. My wife, Guang
Jue Hu and my small daughter, Bo Lin also did much work for me.

There have plenty of scenery in Mt.Wuyi and Chongwu Beach. The photos about Mt.Wuyi
almost had been taken from upstream Nine-twist stream. Most of photos on Chongwu are
about the beach. Yunqging Lin 8/2001
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Blessing life

Spring has come.

Spring is the beginning of the year.

If we consider every spring as the beginning of life,
Then, your life will have so many springs,

And so many beginnings.

Shall we go near?

Let every morning be the beginning of life?

Ah,

The sun is rising!

A hopeful day has begun!

The choice of seeing something as the beginning or as the end-
ing can reflect two completely different lives.

"Every banquet in the world has an end." This shapes life for the
pessimist.

The pessimist saddens with each ending. But the optimist enjoys
both of the beginning and the ending.

From the pessimist's point of view, the ending means being over,
never coming back, the ending means the finish.

From the optimist's point of view, the ending is the interval, the
rhythm. Just as every day has a night, the ending is the time for
conserving strength and storing up energy. The ending is the rest
note before the next musical movement.

Let's bless life!

Let's bless the continuous banquets of life. There would be both
visible and invisible banquets. In addition to the food, we should
also enjoy life's spiritual and sensual banquets!

Let's bless life, my friends. Let's bless life, bless the fact that life
be like the sunrise every morning, full of energy and promise.
Let's bless that every day of our life attain. prosperous,safe and
sound perfection! (yunQing Lin)



Dance of the Sacred River

—The grand sight of Nine-twist stream in Mt.
Wauyi,china is the flowery art lorridor

Mt. Wuyi Natural Conservation Area in Fujian, China
contains both world-class cultural relics and biodiversity.
It is especially rich with streams and rivers. The longest
one, Nine-twist stream, is 58 km. It looks like a long
sleeve thrown out by the Jade Maiden. From the foot of
Mt. Huanggang, the stream wriggles through connected
Mt. Wuyi peaks and fertile fields.

Tourists float gently down a scenic stretch of Nine-Twist
Stream on flat bamboo rafts but. But form the angle of a
photographer, upriver is more worderful. If you want to
reach there, you can only trudge along the bank.

Wuyi mountain range is one of the largest in southern
China. Mt. Wuyi Natural Conservation Area covers more
than 500 square kilometers and contains 110 peaks that
are at least 1500 meters above sea level. The highest
peak -Mt. Huanggang is 2158 meters above sea level.
Nine-twist stream is one of the veins in Mt. Wuyi Natu-
ral conservation Area.

This river is a world of lavas. You can find every type of
rock in the river. The wide variety (including grained
tuff, crystalloid tuff, lapillus, grit stone, and biotitic gran-
ite) compliments a vast array of shapes. Whether it is
sunny or rainy, hot or cold, they are dense and dazzling.
Although they might seem lifeless, as the days and years
pass the stones are ever changing just like the trees lining
the river's banks. '

The sea has long been considered as a holy place. And
then Nine-stream is a sacred river falling from the sky.
The endless light of the sky in the whick- the moon, sun
and stars - become endless reflections dancing in the
water that moves from sky to sea?

I cannot help fantasizing when immersed in such a sa-
cred place.

The Earth moves around the Sun at the speed of 2,500
thousand kilometers every day- 28.9 kilometers per sec-

ond. It's strange that only can I see the water flowing in
the river, but I don't feel the Earth rotating so fast. I
wonder if the water feels Earth move?

What about the universe? How big is it? How many stars
are there in the universe?

I remember what Carl Sagan, an American astronomer
said in Cosmos:

A handful of sand contains about 10,000 grains, more
than the number of stars we can see with the naked eye
on a clear night. But the number of stars we can see is
only the tiniest fraction of the number of stars that are.
What we see at night is the merest smattering of the near-
est stars. Meanwhile the Cosmos is rich beyond mea-
sure: the total number of stars in the universe is greater
than all the grains of sand on all the beaches of the planet
Earth. (Chapter VIII, Travels in space and time.)

Is the imagination utterly boundless?

The number of planets and stars is unbelievably enor-
mous. What about the Earth then? From our limited per-
spective on the earth, we refer to planets and stars havenly
bodies. The earth is simply home.

But what do we get if we see the Earth from the vantage
point of space? I saw pictures of the slowly rising blue
earth taken by an astronaut from a spaceship. What a
sight! The Earth is much more beautiful than the Moon.
When we see the Earth from the universe it becomes
clear that the Earth, too, is a heavenly body. Perhaps the
most heavenly.

From the Earth, all other heavenly bodies are foreign.
From other heavenly bodies, the Earth is foreign.

Our Earth is one of celestial bodies in the vast universe.
Nine-twisted stream is just a small river on the celestial
body. Celestial bodoes are very particular and the origi-
nal features of nature.

A heavenly body is extremely beautiful.




A heavenly body is unpolluted---every drop of water in
this stream is so sacred that defiling it would be simply
unthinkable.

A heavenly body is pure and peaceful.

Everything here is as clean as if it were freshly washed:
the sunlight, the valley, the murmuring wind. As the
mountain spring flows gently over the rocks it gurgles
softly. The multiplicity of sounds---the rustling of the
bushes, the sighing of the tall trees, the intermittent chat-
tering of birds punctuating the incessant background
music of the insects---all echo through the river and mix
with the sounds of the water. You can only hear it.
Sitting by the river, if you listen to it again you might
hear the Sound of Time, or The Whispers of Nature.
You will see Portrait of Sunlight, Deep night's Colors,
and Delighted Stones!

You will often fall into dreams.

You will feel that everything is so far away and elusive
even though it's right near you. The geological forma-
tion here can be traced back to the Jurassic. What is it
about the rocks in the river then? How long have they
been together here? Are they half awake or always sleep-
ing? Do they have feelings like human beings, but
slower? :

You will ask: How were human thoughts born? In what
kind of environments did laotzu, Chuangtzu, Kongzi,
Chutzu, Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle give birth to their
philosophies?

For everything in the world, what course to follow, where
to start, and where to end? Nature and the human spirit
will not have an end, but how do they evolve?

Do you feel the warmth and kindness of the universe
that would bestow such a gift?

The universe is boundless.

The earth is about 4,600 million years old while human-
ity is less than 2 million years old.

What is humanity's place in the universe?

As far as anyone knows, among 100,000 million galax-
ies in the universe, Earth is the only planet to be found
where humans live. From this point of view, every one
of us is valuable. So how do we repay the universe and
Earth?

And then what is a human's place in nature?

Yes, life.

I cannot help thinking about life.

We each only have one life.

How do we think about our life? Compared to the his-
tory of the planet our lives are terribly short. But when
we consider the experiences of us has as we make our
journey from perspective life is long.

What unseen forces shape our lives?

How can we lead better lives?

I want to thank the river for making me think about na-
ture, the earth, the universe, humanity, and life. Of course
my thoughts, and these photos, can only hint at the com-
plexities of these questions. Even so, I think you are
holding something special in your hands.

Everyone of us can enjoy the nature for it is free of charge.
Landscape photos provide a frozen memory of nature.
They make it possible for people to enjoy nature indoors
whenever they want.

Well my friends, please enjoy the photos in this book.
You will find yourself tumbling down Nine-twist stream
along with the water. Gaze upon this sacred heavenly
body, and enjoy the dance of it!

Come on! My friends! How many times in your life can
you find this kind of beauty? Since the beauty is here
before you, enjoy it to your heart's content!

Lin, Yunqing

2/2001

*Jade-Girl: The name of a beautiful peak. It's also the
symbol of Mt. Wuyi.
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Hold your hands out over the earth as over a flame. To all who love her, who open to her the
doors of their veins, she gives of her strength, sustaining them.... Touch the earth, love the
earth, honor the earth, her plains, her valleys, her hills, and her seas; rest your spirit in her
solitary places. For the gifts of life are the earth's and are given to all, and they are the songs

of the birds at daybreak...and dawn seen over the ocean from the beach.

——American nature writer Henry Beston
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One touch of nature makes the whole world kin.

——— English dramatist and poet William Shakespeare
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1/ B E—EZHERILMNE L (M ) Into the distance—on the way to Mt. Huanggang ( taken by Lan Lin )




