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= A Bhstract e was

With jade collections in Hangzhou History Museum as its major part as
well as those in other museums and historical relics preservation organiza-
tions in the area of Hangzhou, the book totally includes over 200 pieces (sets)
of old jade articles ranging from the period of Neolithic Age to the Qing
Dynasty. Most of the jade objects are old collections or archaeological
excavations in the past years from the above-mentioned museums and
organizations, including a batch of recently-unearthed jade articles of the
Warring States Period like a crystal cup rated as national treasure and
decorative jade pieces on the “Son of King Yue” sword; a few extant jade
articles domestically, from exact excavation sites like the royal family’s
tombs of the Wuyue Kingdom during the Five Dynasties, the underground
palace of Leifeng Pagoda, and the tomb of Xianyushu during the Yuan
Dynasty; old collections like a gray jade mandarin fish during the Southern
Song Dynasty and a white jade statuette of Buddha pharmacist during the
Yuan Dynasty; folk collections like jade guard of honour during the latter
part of the Spring and Autumn Period and jade rings with dragon design
during the Warring States Period: and etc. The jade objects are obtained from
reliable sources and exact excavation sites, most of which are, for the first
time, presented to readers.

In addition, an introduction is given to archacological excavations and
collections of old jade wares in the area of Hangzhou, and the writer’s points
of view are expressed on academic subjects such as the source and crafts-
manship of the crystal cup of the Warring States Period and the historic
position of old jade in Hangzhou, which provide tangible evidences for us 1o
have a better understanding of the course of history in ancient Hangzhou. as
well as the origination and development of the jade culture. With original
viewpoints and valid reasons, the book is of essential reference for collectors,
connoisseurs and scholars to study and appreciate old jade.
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