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Princess Hours is a drama that starts with the interesting premise;
‘What if modern Korea were a constitutional monarchy with a
king? ’, and offers two types of fun; the romance arising between
a noble prince and an ordinary girl, and the familiarity of all this

happening in modern-day Korea.

A perfect boy from a noble bloodline, with good looks and a sense

of unpolished beauty has to marry against his will at the age of 19.

Shin Chae-kyung is an ordinary girl from an ordinary family, with
aclumsy character, average grades and average looks. Her wants
in life are simple, having fun with her friends, eating tok-poki, a
new MP3 player and everything else that teenagers her age are in-
terested in. One thing sets her life apart from the rest though. Her
schoolmate is non other than the Crown Prince to the present day
Korean Monarchy, Lee Shin. She knows of his existence but he has
never bothered to find out anything about anyone in the school,
concerned only with his own group of friends and Hyo Rin, the one
girl who has caught his eye.

R A L o

oremise [‘premis] n. MR, fRIK; AT4R

constitutional [konstittju: fonl] adj. % i 89 -6 K ik 49; A REBA 8 P Rk
monarchy ['monaki] n. 1. & 2806, BZigh2. ZLE

familiarity [faimili'zriti] . A& A
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bloodline ['blAdlain] n. jf]l?}f,
unpolished ['an'palift] adj. 1. R B AR 2. REZIEM; 3. Fi-& 44
clumsy [Klamzil adj. 1. F4b6d, F AR5 65 2. BReY, TEF 4, RIFAREY
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Shin Chae-kyung and Lee Shin, because they don’t know each
other well, go through numerous incidents in which they end up
fighting. Chae-kyung witnesses the scene where Lee Shin proposes
to another woman to avoid their arranged marriage and this is how

the two become fully aware of each other’s feelings.

The story evolves from the fact that Chae-kyung’s grandfather was
very close to the former monarch, whose wish was for her and Shin
to get married. This gives some impetus to the otherwise unrealistic
union of the two. As the drama progresses, many other ‘fine’ men,
including Lee Yul, a cousin of the royal family, make their appear-

ance.

The story of the two characters, who keep quar-
reling about structural problems such as the rules
of the royal household in the midst of the difficulties
of being a prince and of the arranged marriage,
will unfold in an interesting way. The show’s fun
lies in the episodes concerning the status gap that
exists between a prince and an ordinary citizen.
As more problems of status arise, the uniqueness
of being a prince will be more greatly exposed,
and doubling the fun of it.

When the king’s illness gets worse, Crown Prince
Shin receives an order to get married his arranged

marriage partner. Shin realizes that there have

propose [pra'pauz] vi. 1. 32 1 2 2. K 4§
evolve [i'volv] vi. B A A& #H4L; Rk
impetus ['impites] n. 4 3h, 423k; #3h 7 ; )%k
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household ['haushould] n. —RA; RH&; RE, P
unfold [an'fould] vi. 1. &FF; B+~ 2. £5%; 20
uniqueness [ju:'nizknis] n. & — & =; R4
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never been personal choices available in the life of a Crown Prince,
though he’s only nineteen. Prince Shin proposes to his girlfriend
Min Hyo-rin. Taking it as a joke, Hyo-rin shows her cute smile and
takes off to practice for an international ballet competition. Shin do-
esn’t hold onto her but just smiles faintly as she turns away and

leaves....

Chae-kyung has a dad who stays at home as a full time house-husband
after his business failed and a mom who works as an insurance con-
sultant. Chae-kyung’s family, which was able to create happiness
in the midst of difficult times, suddenly becomes in-laws with the

royal household.

To Chae-kyung’s parents everything seems much more like a
dream, as they see that the arranged marriage grandfather always
boasted of become realized.Chae-kyung cries out loud, not willing
to accept the fact that she has to get married at the age of nineteen,
but Shin accepts the marriage, not caring about who becomes the
queen. To him, she’s not a person he’ll ever love anyways and she’ll
just live in the palace like a doll. Meanwhile, Hyo-rin engages
herself only in her ballet practice abroad without knowing about her
boyfriend’s marriage. Yul, second —in — line to the crown and the
son of Crown Prince Hyo — yeol, who left with his mother for Eng-
land 15 years ago, comes back to his motherland. Upon hearing this
news, the empress instinctively senses the danger of Crown Prince
Shin losing the crown and orders Shin to be careful of Yul. Shin just
laughs at the fight over the crown and ignores the empress’s words.

ballet [beeleil n. 1. EF R 2. EFLFR3. EFAA
consultant [ken'saltent] n. 1. B ¥ 2. &% E 4, R E A
boast [boust] vi. Bk B 1&; &4
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engage [in'geid3] vt. EANE, T
instinctively [in'stipktivli] ad. (& F)AgE3; RAL



Chae-kyung enters the Oon-hyeon palace, the palace of the new
queen - bride, to get educated as the future queen. Shin, who visits
the detached palace, is stunned by the beautiful presence of Chae-

kyung in her ceremonial dress...

Yul falls in love with Chae-kyung s personality, and starts to harbour
envious feelings to Shin as he feels that Shin doesn’t deserve her.
He is also aware of the fact that if his own father had not passed
away, HE would have been Chae-kyung’s husband. It is because
of this that he assists his mother in the attempts to bring Shin down

and reinstate himself as the future King of Korea.

Yul’ s mother also uses Hyo Rin as an instrument to reach her goals,
as she knows that Hyo Rin is also in love with Shin. She convinces

her to come open to the media about her relationship with Shin,
which blackens him further in the eyes of the public and in the heart
of Chae-kyung, who has already fallen head over heels for her hus-
band. Her heart shatters as Shin’ s words and attitude stabs her, and
slowly mends as Yul applies balm and soothing words. Will this
change the direction in which her heart goes? Will she and Shin

realize what their hearts really want?

detached [di'teet[t] adj. 1. 2 B &9, T ikdEd] 2. R B 6h T d; ARG
harbour ['ha:ba] vt. Fe3; & E envious ['envios] adj. #H 49; £ B89
deserve [di'zo:v] vt. &%, %% reinstate [rizin'steit] vt. 4% 2 B; 12k £ ; 1% 5 IR
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shatter ['fata] vi. AR

stab [steb] vr. 1. &), B RN 2145 2. (R B )R, %] A
balm [bam] n. Z&E(4p), B3 (4)

soothing ['su:din] adj. 1. &k a4 2. AT S84 3. 4hirey
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She is a perfectionist who has everything, including good looks,
money, and brains. Love-calls from the royal household asking her
to be the daughter-in-law are endlessly pouring in. Her interest in
becoming the empress of the Republic of Korea and making Shin
her own, grows. However, too suddenly she awakens from her
dream of becoming the queen when Shin, her lover, has an arranged
marriage with Chae-kyung. She is hostile toward Chae-kyung; the
young woman who is her worst enemy, having stolen her dreams,
and constantly attempts to recover her self-esteem and win over
Shin’s love. Also, when she approaches Yul, ranked second in su
, and sees the potential of realizing her ambitions, she is
perplexed by the unexpected change in emotions she experiences.
A character that provides an important change in the triangular and
ladrilateral relationship composed of Chae-kyung, Shin and Yul.
She’s an intelligent woman who knows to sacrifice something small
for a realistic gain. Her efforts at obtaining her dreams and goals

are purer and more passionate than anyone else.

perfectionist [pa'fekfonist] n. 1. £ &6 2. B R T EHA
empress ['empras] n. £/6;% 2

hostile ['hostail] adj. 1. BARY, B F 6 2. B EH; RRE4
self-esteem [selfis'tiim] n. 1. B £ 2. A &
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succession [sok'sefon] n. 4, 4848, 4 4E, 4K
triangular [trai'engjulo] adj. = A T8 #Y; =4 8 #9; =7 @ 49
quadrilateral [kwodri'letoral] adj. w34 &)



W Lee Yul / Played by Kim Jeong-hoon

Lee Yul, second-in-line in succession to the throne.Having spent
most of his life abroad, he feels less aversion towards the palace
than Shin, and due to his innate optimistic character, intelligence,
and down-to-earth attitude, everyone loves him. While Shin is
straightforward in his behavior, Yul thoughtfully and philosophically
considers his actions. He feels deep affection and sympathy toward
his mother, who had a difficult time in raising him alone, and there-
fore understands his mother’s avarice toward power; he himself

slowly begins to express interest in the throne.

Yul develops an interest in Chae-kyung when he first meets her as
he transfers to a private school. He grows to love her so much that
he considers the crown for the first time when he learns that the
marriage promise of the king concerns the grandson who will be

crowned among the two grandsons of the king.

Although he keeps his distance from Hyo-rin, who approaches him
knowing that he ranked second in succession to the throne, he gets
to understand her pure desire and éxpcriences another change in
feelings in his relationship with her. Like a plant absorbing water,
he gets involved in the situation of regal authority and in Hyo-rin,
naturally falling in love with her and becoming the rival for the one-

and-only successor to the crown.

aversion [o'vaifon] n. 1. R %, R A& 2. i R &9 A3 EH)
innate ['in'eit] adj. 55 A 1Ak 49; R A 69; BA 4
optimistic [opti'mistik] adj. & .44

philosophically [ifilo'sofikali] ad. & 2 & % 4b; 4453,




affection [o'fekfon] n. #oh; &; &
avarice ['@veris] n. R 2, R4k

throne [eraun] n. EAX, BAX; TAL

regal ['rirgoll adj. 1. # X459, 2569 2. E 49 R4, % L



