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There is a Chinese saying, “Each pattern must have a meaning, and this has to have
something to do with luck and harmony.” The designs of various patterns and motifs come
from specific images, folk stories, proverbs, words of good wishes or myths, and through
symbols, metaphors and analogies, these patterns come to represent the abstract concept
of auspiciousness. Over the years, they have been extensively used in everything from

porcelain, sculptures, architecture, clothing, jewellery and so on.

The selected patterns in this book all have deep roots in Chinese folklore and history.
The phoenix is the symbol of good luck, plentiful blessings as well as universal peace and
harmony. Door gods are regularly used on doors during Chinese New Year, and is revered
for their apparent protective powers against harm and bad luck. The art of paper cutting
has been one of the most enduring and popular decorative arts in China. Paper cuts are
regularly used in religious ceremonies, daily decorations as well as sculptural art. As for
xiying patterns, which directly translates to mean children playing, they depict happy
children playing, and the accompanying joy also makes it a classic image and pattern

frequently used in Chinese porcelain, paintings and embroidery.

To give these special patterns contemporary relevance, the patterns have been adapted,
recreated and refined with Adobe Illustrator and kept in a vector format, and can be easily

used by designers of any discipline, be it fashion, textile, graphic or interior design.
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