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Preface

My father, Chen Baoding, has been devoting his whole life to
accounting education and abacus collection. He bimanual calculated
on abacus when he was very young, since then, he showed a strong
preference on it.

Throughout my father’s life, he was diligent and thrifty, whereas he
spent almost all his time, efforts and money on abacus collection, passing
on the essence of ancient culture. In order to share this treasure, my
father set up China’s first abacus showroom and exhibited hundreds of
abaci both ancient and modern in 1981. This showroom attracted tens
of thousands of Chinese and foreign enthusiasts. Chinese “Accounting
Father” , Pan Xulun, was also shocked here, and called it “abacus
labyrinth” .

Here we edit more than 100 pieces of selected pictures into an album,
not only to give a Chinese abacus history baptism, but also to further
spread traditional Chinese culture. These are my father’s long-cherished
wish. In 2008, my father planed this album in his sick bed, however, he did
not wait to see its publish.

On this occasion, | would like to acknowledge all the leaderships,
editors, designers, and all the other staffs related in Shanghai Lixin
University of Commerce and Lixin Accounting Publishing House for
their painstaking efforts. Especially, | acknowledge the leaderships
and members of Shanghai Collection Association, Chinese Abacus
Association and Shou Cang magazine. And also, | acknowledge Nantong
Chinese Abacus Museum for its ebullient support. The articles in this book
marked as "A" is now displaying at the Museum on the second floor.

On account of lack of time and knowledge limitation, the album may
in the omission, please enlighten and correct me!

Chen Yuanyuan
December, 2009




2
Bl B

C—AEBABHAT, ¥HUBEER BRRXEMRFTEMNALHE.
FHOPEBENFIER, E4AMNEVESHENRE, 48285/ 5E
BE—MEBHENBIE.

FHLPKk, ALBERBEE, BREFER, IFEFENNE. B
BN WHEREEEZNIKED NEMZHTIF EARAEBEXNTEILD
Kbk, ATUEZHOASDE, EEFTEEENBTE, 19818F, RFME
NE—BREEHZKIZE, BEERN/LBEGEELSRIEERTE R, Y=

S ZR BENEFEAEHXEESSERBE, WAWMIE, ¥z
AT HEXKET | ERXELARMHNEBIZEESF TR IEREE T
=, EX T eESHMEE. B, X FZEHALENFEEEXF. 2w
B, FEZEA. BEAEmEHN.

‘W EE, BxEA |  XEHNUBEARAEELSEBEMSHE. HIiT
HHIAATES. UBSk:. UBRERI. UEAEE, UEBhE 0. %HEw
A CBIRWE— REEE

HEE—BEZHER. BREN—FLEHM, BENTEEZELERHIT—
RENL, BRPEEGEXHNBNREELE XERXRFEZENRIE. 2008F 7%
FELEHXE, R TERKEMHEERE, EXSEMEREHET, T£25
A,

Bt EMERZER, ROBRSLBIESITHEEREMIESITE RS
S HRE. BITEAARFHEACNL, BABRBRFTEKRENS. LBURED
= BAZ (WE) 2E0S. BAXD, ENRsEatTEEEEYE
HNEhZHEF. LAEMRE A TSEHS, UBEZE_#HEX . |

HFRAZFRSKEER, HNEtE, BEfPHRBEZ4, 8B 5E1E

B
2008£12H




Contents

Part I  Chinese Practical Abacus -«-«-caveveeininniianii.i, 001

Partll Folk Cratt AbOCUS ....................................... 067

Part Il Foreign AbOCUS .......................................... 127




R

.‘;7.---n--.q-‘..n-i-‘,ff:-q-.._;OQ]




(@
B
4
iy
HE

o

[

H

R

_

By

|

bacu

A

|

tica

Pra

hine

(o

rtl

Pa




Abacus is a record of history and a special carrier of civilization.

The Chinese abacus is a great creation by ancient working people. It
has more than two thousand years of history. According to the research,
the Chinese abacus originated from the Tang and Song Dynasty,
flourished in Yuan and Ming Dynasty. The Chinese abacus consists of
four parts: deck, beam, rods and beads. Its greatest characteristic is
that it has a beam and its bead on the top cover for five. The Chinese
abacus is regarded as the world's oldest and most facilitated calculator.

This section shows 60 Chinese abaci, which bring together the
essence of the traditional Chinese practical abacus. According to the
bead shape, there are: large circular abacus, medium-sized disc abacus,
mini rhombus abacus, etc.; according to the structure, there are: general
abacus, folding abacus, non-rod abacus, winding-up abacus, position-
setting abacus, display abacus, etc.; according to the material, there
are: rosewood abacus, ivory abacus, white marble abacus, gold abacus,
silver abacus, horn abacus, jade abacus and so on.

Chinese abacus embodies the wisdom and civilization of our
ancestors and carries the essence of oriental nation's outstanding
culture. Also, it reflects the level of our abacus achievements.

Appreciating the Chinese abacus and you’ll touch the traditional
Chinese cultural background and context.

Enjoying the Chinese abacus and you’ll share the classic heritage of
human civilization.
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BEERRI—HHER

Origin abacus series—archaic abacus board
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BRERRI—HEER. hEEALREMER
Origin abacus series—archaic calculating tods
pottery beads and serial calculating beads
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Chinese Practical Abac
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Origin abacus series—two archaic calculating beads
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Chinese Practical Abacu

“HEAKIEEAARER (BR)

2—b5 round beads 9 rods well—formed wooden abacus(Qing Dynasty)
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A "TRXBERRRIER (BR)

2—5 round beads,9 rods ivory abacus with seatboard(Qing Dynasty)




