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TRAVELS

PART I
A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT

CHAPTER 1

The Author gives some Account of himself and Family, his first In-
ducements to travel, He is shipwrecked, and swims for hig
Life, gets safe on shoar in the Country of Lilliput, is made a
Prisoner, and carryed up the Country.

I was extreamly tired, and with that, and the Heat of
the Weather, and about half a Pint of Brandy that I drank
as I left the Ship, I found myself much inclined to sleep.
I lay down on the Grass, which was very short and soft,
where I slept sounder than ever I remember to have done
in my Life, and as I reckoned, above nine Hours; for
when I awaked, it was just Day-light. I attempted to
rise, but was not able to stir: For as I happen’d to lye
on my Back, I found my Arms and Legs were strongly
fastened on each side to the Ground; and my Hair, which
was long and thick, tied down in the same manner. I
likewise felt several slender Ligatures across my Body,
from my Armpits to my Thighs. I could only look up-
wards, the Sun began to grow hot, and the Light offended
mine Eyes. I heard a confused Noise about me, but in
the Posture I lay, could see nothing except the Sky. In
a little Time I felt something alive moving on my left Leg,
which advancing gently forward over my Breast, came
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GULLIVER’S TRAVELS

almost up to my Chin; when bending mine Eves downwards
as much as I could, I perceived! it to be a human Creature
not six Inches high, with a Bow and Arrow in his Hands,
and a Quiver at his Back. In the mean time, I felt at
least forty more of the same kind (as I conjectured) fol-
lowing the first. I was in the utmost Astonishment, and
roared so loud, that they all ran back in a Fright; and
some of them, as I was afterwards told, were hurt with the
Falls they got by leaping from my sides upon the Ground.
However, they soon returned, and one of them, who
ventured so far as to get a full sight of my Face, lifting up
his Hands and Eyes by Way of Admiration,? cryed out in
a shrill, but distinct Voice, Hekinah Degul. The others
repeated the same Words several times, but I then knew
not what they meant. I lay all this while, as the Reader
may believe, in great Uneasiness: at length, struggling® to
get loose, I had the fortune to break the Strings, and
wrench out the Pegs that fastened my left Arm to the
Ground; for, by lifting it up to my Face, I discover’d the
Methods they had taken to bind me, and, at the same
Time, with a violent Pull, which gave me excessive Pain,
I a little loosened the Strings that tied down my Hair on
the left Side, so that I was just able to turn my Head about
two Inches. But the Creatures ran off a second time,
before I could seize them; whereupon there was a great
Shout in a very shrill Accent, and after it ceased, I heard
one of them cry aloud, Tolgo Phonac; when in an instant
I felt above an hundred Arrows discharged on my left
Hand, which pricked me like so many Needles; and besides
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GULLIVER’S TRAVELS

they shot another Flight into the Air, as we do Bombs in
Europe, whereof many, I suppose, fell on my Body, (though
1 felt them not) and some on my Face, which T immediately
covered with my left Hand. When this Shower of Arrows
was over, I fell a groaning with Grief and Pain, and then
striving again to get loose, they discharged another Volly
larger than the first, and some of them attempted with
Spears to stick me in the Sides; but, by good luck, I had
on me a Buff Jerkin, which they could not pieree. . . .

CHAPTER II

The Emperor of Lilliput, attended by several of the Nobility, come
to see the Author in his Confinement. The Emperor’s Person
and Habit describ’d. Learned Men appointed to teach the
Author their Language, He gains Favour by his mild Disposi-
tion, His Pockets are searched, and his Sword and Pistols
taken from him.

When I found myself on my Feet, I looked about me,
and must confess I never beheld a more entertaining
Prospect. The Country round appeared like a continued
Garden, and the inclosed Fields, which were generally
forty Foot square, resembled so many Beds of Flowers.
These Fields were intermingled with Woods of half a
stang,! and the tallest Trees, as I could judge, appeared to
be seven Foot high. I viewed the Town on my left hand,
which looked like the painted Scene of a City in a
Theatre. . . .

The Emperor was already descended from the Tower,
and advancing on Horse-back towards me, which had like
to have cost him dear;® for the Beast, though very well
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GULLIVER’S TRAVELS

trained, yet wholly unused to such a Sight, which appeared
a3 if a Mountain moved before him, reared up on his
hinder Feet: But that Prince, who is an excellent Horse-
Man, kept his Seat, till his Attendants ran in, and held
the Bridle, while his Majesty had time to dismount.
When he alighted, he surveyed me round with great
Admiration, but kept without the length of my Chain,
He ordered his Cooks and Butlers, who were already
prepared to give me Victuals and Drink, which they
pushed forward in a sort of Vehicles upon Wheels till
I could reach them. T took these Vehicles, and soon
emptied them all; twenty of them were filled with Meat,
and ten with Liquor, each of the former afforded me
two or three good Mouthfuls, and I emptied the
Liquor of ten Vessels, which was contained in earthen
Vials, into one Vehicle, drinking it off at a Draught,
and so I did with the rest. The Empress, and young
Princes of the Blood, of both Sexes, attended by many
Ladies, sat at some distance in their Chairs, but upon the
Accident that happened to the Emperor’s Horse, they
alighted, and came near his Person, which I am now
going to describe. He is taller by almost the breadth
of my Nail, than any of his Court, which alone is
enough to strike an Awe into the Beholders. His
Features are strong and masculine, with an Austrian
Lip and arched Nose, his Complexion olive, his Counte-
nance erect, his Body and Limbs well proportioned,
all his motions graceful, and his Deportment majestick.
He was then past his Prime, being twenty-eight Years
and three Quarters old, of which he had reigned about
seven, in great Felicity, and generally victorious. For
the better convenience of beholding him, I lay on my
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Bide, so that my Face was parallel to his, and he stood
but three Yards off: However, I have had him since
many times in my Hand, and therefore cannot be
deceived in the Description. His Dress was very plain
and simple, and the Fashion of it between the Asiatick
and the European: but he had on his Head a light
Helmet of Gold, adorned with Jewels, and a Plume on
the Crest. He held his Sword drawn in his Hand, to
defend himself, if I should happen to break loose; it
was almost three Inches long, the Hilt and Scabbard
were Gold, emriched with Diamonds. His Voice was
shrill, but very clear and articulate, and I could distinctly
hear it when I stood up. The Ladies and Courtiers
were all most magnificently clad, so that the Spot they
stood upon seemed to resemble a Petticoat spread on the
Ground, embroidered with Figures of Gold and Silver.
His Imperial Majesty spoke often to me, and I returned
Answers, but meither of us could understand a Syllable.
There were several of his Priests and Lawyers present
(as I conjectured by their Habits) who were commanded
to address themselves to me, and I spoke to them in as
many Languages as I had the least smattering of, which
were High and Low Duich, Latin, French, Spanish,
Italign, and Lingua Franca:l but all to no purpose. After
about two Hours the Court retired, and I was left
with a strong Guard, to prevent the Impertinence, and
probably the Malice of the Rabble, who were very
impatient to croud about me as near as they durst, and
some of them had the Impudence to shoot their Arrows
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at me as I sate on the Ground by the Door of my House,
whereof one very narrowly missed my left Eye. But the
Colonel ordered six of the Ring leaders! to be seized, and
thought no Punishment so proper as to deliver them
bound into my Hands, which some of his Soldiers
accordingly did, pushing them forwards with the But-
Ends of their Pikes into my reach; I took them all in
my right Hand, put five of them into my Coat-Pocket,
and as to the sixth, I made a Countenance as if I
would eat him alive. The poor Man squalled terribly
and the Colonel and his Officers were in much Pain,
especially when they saw me take out my Penknife:
But I soon put them out of fear; for, looking mildly
and immediately cutting the Strings he was bound with,
I set him gently on the Ground, and away he ran; I
treated the rest in the same manner, taking them one by
one out of my Pocket, and I observed both the Soldiers
and People were highly obliged at this Mark of my
Clemency, which was represented very much to my
Advantage at Court.

Towards Night I got with some difficulty into my
House, where I lay on the Ground, and continued to do
g0 about a Fortnight; during which time the Emperor
gave Orders to have a Bed prepared for me. Six hundred
Beds of the common Measure, were brought in Carriages
and worked up in my House, an hundred and fifty of
their Beds sown together made up the Breadth and
Length, and these were four double, which however kept
me but very indifferently? from the Hardness of the Floor,
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that was of smooth Stone. By the same Computation
they provided me with Sheets, Blankets, and Coverlets,
tolerable enough for one who had been so long enured!
to Hardships as I.

As the News of my Arrival spread through the
Kingdom, it brought prodigious Numbers of rich, idle,
and curious People to see me; so that the Villages were
almost emptied, and great Neglect of Tillage and House-
hold Affairs must have ensued, if his Imperial Majesty
had not provided by several Proclamations and Orders
of State against this Inconveniency. He directed that
those, who had already beheld me, should return Home,
and not presume to come within fifty Yards of my House,
without Licence from Court; whereby the Secretarys of
State got considerable Fees.

In the mean time, the Emperor held frequent Councils
to debate what Course should be taken with me; and I was
afterwards assured by a particular Friend, a Person of
great Quality, who was looked upon to be as much in
the Secret as any, that the Court was under many
Difficulties concerning me. They apprehended? my break-
ing loose, that my Diet would be very expensive, and
might cause a Famine. Sometimes they determined to
starve me, or at least to shoot me in the Face and Hands
with poisoned Arrows, which would soon dispatch® me: But
again they considered, that the Stench of so large a
Carcase might produce a Plague in the Metropolis, and
probably spread through the whole Kingdom. In the
midst of these Consultations, several Officers of the Army
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