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Expository Writing

The expository essay is written to
explain or inform. There are a variety
of ways to organize an expository
essay, depending on your purpose.
The most common strategies include
development by example, definition,
comparison and contrast, division
and classification, process analysis,
and causal analysis.
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l WRITING STRATEGY | Development by example

Principles

In this unit, we will focus on the example/illustration
essay. This‘type of expository writing involves using
examples to support your general statement or explain
your idea:
= You may use relevant facts,
. statistics,
personal experiences,

. incidents, or
stories
to explain, illustrate, or support the point in your essay.
=< The number of examples you use in an example essay depends on the topic of your
writing: e
1. In some cases, you may find that a series of short examples fit your purpose,
illustrating clearly the idea you are presenting to your reader; '
'2. You may decide that two or three examples, explained in some detail, provide the
best support for your topic; or
3. You may also find that in some cases, one long, detailed example is more useful
than several shorter ones. ’
= To make the flow of thoughts smooth, you may use two ways to connect the
paragraphs:
1. Use transitional expressions;
2. Use repetition of key words and phrases.
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