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Abstract

With entering WTO, it improved the export environment of
agricultural products in our country. The restriction of export of
agricultural products caused by custom, quota, licence were sig-
nificantly reduced, which provided more opportunities of the ex-
port of farm produce of our country. However, with the eleva-
tion of the freedom of foreign trade in the whole world, the
thoughts of protective trade from many countries were also in-
creased, and all kinds of Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) ex-
ist everywhere. In recent years, some developed countries pro-
posed to trade freely, but set TBT for agricultural products at
full split in the meantime. The exports of agricultural products
in our country were frequently affected by the restriction of
TBT. Among those, more than 54% were from the agricultural
products, which produce around 200 million USD economy losses
every year.

Based on this background, the study therefore further ex-
plored the basic characteristics of TBT of agricultural products as
well as the systems of TBT in other countries. This study also
analyzed the effects of trade barrier from both the theory and
demonstration aspects, and analyzed the reasons as well as the
effects of trade barrier produced by foreign countries, proposed
the countermeasures of technical barriers to trade of agricultural
products in our country based on the advanced experiences of for-
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eign countries and the resources in our country, provided evi-
dence for government’s decision-making and improved our inter-
national competition capacity of our agricultural products, con-
trolled the import of foreign farm produce, protected our agricul-
ture, improved the farmers’ harvest as well as the agricultural
efficacy and finally protected the agricultural throughput of our
country, which has significant effected on protecting the environ-
ment of agriculture in our country and protecting the health of
the habitant from the negative effect caused by imported agricul-
tural products.

Using the combination of theoretical and demonstrational
methods, the combination of static state and dynamic analyses,
the combination of quantitative and quantities methods, and the
combination of relevant trade and economy theory based on a
great deal of actual cases, the present study investigated thor-
oughly on the reasons which caused the technical barrier to trade
and their effects on farm produce of our country. The decision-
making was also examined systemically.

The main content of the present study as follows:

1. Introduction of the relevant theory about technology
trade barriers. The connotation, role and effect of farm produce.
The paper gave the introduction of meaning, characteristics,
form and its format of TBT, the meaning, classification, and its
development tendency of technical Barriers to trade on of farm
produce.

2. The analyses of overall situation of TBT of export trade
of our country. The main export markets of our farm products
are Japan, Hongkong area, Korea, East Union, US, European
Union, Russia, Taiwan, Indian, as well as Canada. Almost all
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Abstract

of these countries actualized technical barriers to trade policy to
our agricultural products in recent years. Among the export cor-
porations which effected by the technology barrier restriction,
40% of them are affected by European Union, 27% are effected
by US, 25% are affected by Japan, 8% are a restricted by Kore-
an and other countries. The total economy loss caused by the
technical barrier from EU, US, and Japan are 95% of the total
losing Among these loss, EU account for the most, 41%, and
Japan, US occupy 30%, 24% respectively.

From the situation of agricultural products produced by the
TBT in our country in recent years, we can see a very strict step
of technical imports and exports: Japanese using a rigorous quar-
antine step mainly to detect remaining pesticide on vegetables,
honey, and chloramphenicol on seashell products; Other coun-
tries such as England, Germany, France, United Arab Emir-
ates, Russia, Korea, Holland, Canada, Mexico, Spain, Saudi
Arabia etc al, mainly interfere with the honey, water products to
detect the chloramphenicol, and examine whether domestic ani-
mal accord with animal product health safety and whether birds-
flu pathogeny were detected, they incessantly launch technology
trade steps.

3. To analyze the main TBT system of advanced countries,
and its use for reference in our country.

4. It analyzed the causes of TBT to agricultural products in
our country. From manufacturing aspects, it was caused by the
low manufacturing cost, lower price, the low quality of our farm
produce; the lower detection technology, the deficient research
investment, the survives of the manufacturing environment as

well as the faultiness of manufacturing process, and the barrier
L] 3 L]
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of animal welfare criteria. From administration aspects, it was
caused by the weakness of our information system, asymmetry of
information, the maladjustment of agriculture organization mod-
el, foreign trade organization model to the international market
competition. From enterprise aspects, the enterprise didn’t rec-
ognition the technology standard, technology is low, the enter-
prise don’t have enough predictive ability, fail to protect their
own interest using legalistically weapons, don’t understand the
international rule of law, and lack of information. From interna-
tional environment, the international environment increases the
protective of foreign trade.

5. The qualitative analysis of the effects of technology barri-
ers to trade on agricultural products export trade. From the
short-term aspects, the amount of export product from china will
decrease after the new regulation and standard were published in
the import countries, and also due to the uncertainty of the cus-
toms exists. From the long-term aspects, the technology trade
barrier will produce both advantages and disadvantages. On one
hand, the environmental criteria published by import country
will increase the products cost or decrease their demand from the
domestic customer, which will produce both the domino effect of
cost control and demand control effect. Based on different effects
from these two on the trade, we can further divide the negative
effect of technology trade barrier into two subcategory such as
trade prohibition, trade restriction, and trade transfer effects.
On the other hand, because of the existence of the technical bar-
rier to trade of import countries, export manufacturers have to
improve their technology reconstruct and reform in order to span
this barrier, therefore will introduce new technology innovation
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effects. The publication of new rule of laws from government,
and reinforce the administration will also produce the new system
renovation effects.

6. The qualitative analyses of effects of technical barrier to
trade on our agricultural products. Using the gravitation model
demonstration analyses methods, the effects of the technical bar-
rier to trade on agricultural products export of our country were
measured from the export of the vegetables export to Japan, US,
and EU countries examples. Conclusions: The criteria of the re-
maining pesticide on vegetables produced a negative effects on
our farm produce export, the actualize of specific criteria and
technology rule of law from importing country will increase the
burden of the provider from foreign countries, which further
produce the elevation of the cost of both manufacture and ex-
port. We should reinforce the criteria and technology rules of
relevant products. Perfect criteria and technology rule of law,
not only help improve the produce quantity, but also accelerate
export, block off the entrance of foreign products, therefore pro-
tect our national markets. We should improve national criteria to
fits the international criteria. The manufacture in our country
should improve the quality of their products; government should
establish the quantity criteria that protect the customers. The
criterion of maximum amount of remaining pesticide plays a key
role in trade barrier. The more restrict of the criteria for maxi-
mum remaining pesticide, the closer to the standard of importing
country, which will facilitate the foreign trade of our country.
The higher standard of the restriction of remaining pesticides is,
the higher degree of the trade barrier is.

7. The study proposed new countermeasures and steps,
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based on the above analyses. Established the organization and
administration system on quantity and safety of our farm pro-
duce, established the standardization of the safety and quantity
of farm produce, established the warning system of the technolo-
gy trade barriers, established the warning and control system of
serious insect infection, established relevant laws and rules, and
use different strategies from manufacture, organization, interna-

tional environment, enterprise, marketing aspects.

Key words: Agricultural products Import and export trade

Technical barriers to trade
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