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Preface

Yunnan province is located in southwestern China between 97°31'39"~106°11'47" E and 21°08'30"~29°15'8"
N. It is an inland province at a low latitude and high elevation. The province borders Tibet and Sichuan.in the
north, Guizhou and Guangxi in the east, Vietnam and Laos in the south and Myanmar in the west. Its total
area is about 390,000 km2,and it is the eighth largest province in the country in area.

Yunnan is one of the original homes of our forefathers. It is famous throughout the world as the kingdom of
animals, plants and non-ferrous metals. In this beautiful and varied land, you can enjoy countless wonders of
nature, rich biodiversity and many historic sites, all of which make you feel as if you were in a huge, living,
natural history museum. The land is so entrancing that millions of people who love nature have been attracted
to this wonderland.

Yunnan is the most important habitat for the fauna of China. Many important species were first found in the
area. About half of China's animal species canl be found in Yunnan (see following table). The following table
shows a breakdown of species first over the whole of China and second, in Yunnan Province alone.

The province has many endemic animal species, such as the Indian elephant, Gaur, white-cheeked gibbon,

Species China Yunnan
Fresh water fish 800 400
Amphibians 231 102
Reptiles 385 143
Birds 1257 806
Mammals 587 300

Yunnan snub-nosed monkey, Phayre's leaf monkey, etc. About 114 bird species can only be found in Yunnan,
such as the Indian river tern, the great pied hornbill, the roufous-necked hornbill, the green peafowl, etc.. On
the List of the Protected Animals, Yunnan has more species than any other province in China.

For many years, people have just used wildlife for what they can get from it, for instance, fur, medicine and
food. Actually, its most important role is helping to maintain the ecological balance of nature. Added to that,
the wildlife resources are also very important in developing tourism throughout the Province.

Although Yunnan is rich in animal species, however, the population of each species is very small so there
is an urgent need to protect the animal resources in the province. We hope readers will learn more about
Yunnan's wildlife while going through this alboum, and encourage everyone to respect nature and treat wildlife
kindly. By protecting wildlife we are protecting human beings themselves.

In order to help people appreciate and understand Yunnan, we published this album series, "Yunnan
Natural Museum®, hoping that more and more people will learn to love nature and care for the environment.
While producing this album series, our aim was to make the books scientific, informative, interesting and
beautiful to look at.
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Insects

Insects belong to one of the most ancient animal groups in the world. It is thought that they began to appear on the earth during the
Devonian Period, 350 million years ago. They are small compared with most other animals. The insect's body consists of three parts, a
head, a thorax, and an abdomen. Most insects also have two pairs of wings and six jointed legs.

It is estimated that about 150-300 million insect species can be found around the world and that insect species may account for three-
quarters of all the species of animals on the planet. Scientists believe that China has about 200-300 thousand insect species and
Yunnan has about 100-150 thousand species. However, in the province so far, less than 20 thousand insect species have been recorded.
Therefore, Yunnan's insects still need further study.

Many of Yunnan's insects are very large, some are multicolored and some have strange shapes and special stripes on their body.

This kingdom is full of wonder. Insects can be found everywhere, on the ground in the air, from the north and south poles to the
equator, in water areas and deserts, on the plains and on the highest mountains.

The majority of insects live free, but some are parasites. Each of the species of insects has its own unique living style, habits and
environment. However, most of them have to experience the 4 stages in their life cycle, first the egg, then the larva, the pupa, and finally
the adult.

During evolution, insects have developed their own unique shapes, colors or stripes as they have adaptated to their environment.
Some are shaped and colored to look like their environment, some have warning colors, and some gain protection by mimicking other
animals.

Insects have a close relationship with human beings. Many insects have been used by people since ancient times, for instance,
raising silkworms to make silk and raising bees for honey. But some insects can cause havoc, and bring economic loss to people. Some
insects are models for bionics. Therefore, it is always important to control the harm they do, and get benefit from them.
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001  Achillides bianor

002  Graphium cloanthus

Flies swiftly with a long tail on each of its back wings.

003  Menelaides polytes

Found in many places in the province. Its back wings have a
series of elliptical white spots.

004 Papilio xuthus

This common papilio can be found everywhere and can
seriously damage orange trees. The picture shows a butterfly
just emerging from the pupa.

005 Larva of Papilio xuthus

006  Pupa of Papilio xuthus
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007  Papilo helenus

008  Princeps demoleus
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009 Lamprortera curius
010 Papilio verityi

011 Parnassius imperato
Its back wings have two big
red eye-like spots.

012 Papilio machaon
013  Bhutanitis lidderdalii
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014  Salatura gerutia
Common in Yunnan. The larva and adult are both poisonous
so many other butterfly species protect themselves by
mimicking this species.

015  Cethosia cyane (No. 1)
Common in southern Yunnan, especially in the rainy season.



