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PREFACE

The Yin County Cultural Association senl me a previous copy together with a bundle of relevant
materials and asked me to write a preface to the present publication. Only after I read them through, did Irealize
that many artists familiar o me are from Yin County. a prosperous land full of distinguished talents. This land
has developed and enriched the prevailing art of calligraphy and painting. due to the interaction of the inland
culture and the local culture engendered by the two large migrations from North China in the dynasties of
Eastern Jin and Northern Song.

The calligraphers from Yin County are very distinctive. Having consulted A Review of Ningho
Calligraphy of the 20th Centiry, 1 found that 140 out of 220 modern calligraphers of Ningho origin and 20

tished

out of 535 contemporary calligraphers of Ningbo arigin are from Yin County. Of these disting
calligraphers. quite a few are outstanding masters enjoying a high reputation both at home and abroad, such
as Zhao Shuru, Ma Heng, Sha Menghai. Gao Zhenxiao. and Zhu Fukan, Some calligraphers are notonly expert
in various styles of calligraphy. but also have devoted themselves o calligraphic researches and have got
national and international fame. For instance. Sha Menghai established the Calligraphy Department at
Zhejiang Fine Arts College. He explored the research of calligraphy and became a pioneer in fostering
calligraphy talents. Besides. many voung and middle-aged calligraphers from Yin County have been awarded
prizes in numeroas exhibitions and competitions. and have occupied a conspicuous place in the field of
calligraphy.

The Penmanship of the Collected works of Contemporary Calligraphers and Artists from Yin Cownry,

which collects more than 300 works by 57 calligraphers. is a show of the works by the calligraphers [rom Yin
County. Covering a large variety of calligraphic styles and scal characters. this publication is as attractive as
the companion volume. and yet is also distinctive among similar collections.

[t i more than 2000 vears since Yin County was established in 222 B.C. Now when the new millennium
is coming. the Yin County government has sponsored the publication of this collection to sum up the
calligraphy in the modern phase. | greatly appreciate their awareness of cultural construction.

In this new era, I sincerely wish that calligraphers from Yin County have a brighter future and reach a

new phase of calligraphy with profound cultural experiences and great enthusiasm for their calligraphic cause.
Shen Peng

Chairman of the Chinese Calligraphers Association

Vice-chairman ol the Chinese Cultural Association

| 8/04/2001
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