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[#1] 1]The only obstacles to opening up space to tourists are the space agencies, who are concerned with safety and
the development of a reliable, reusable launch vehicle. [2006 4F 12 AASEFEAE
[ E ]The space agencies are reluctant to open up space to tourists.
[ #8247 VB SC R A% 38 the space agencies 7ERR H PR T £i&, L HH) obstacles B H F Y reluctant B & A FliA
HHERTEEXL UHER _EREME HEERN Y.,
[ #1 2]They receive nearly the same amount of sunlight, and therefore heat, all year. Consequently, the weather in
these regions remains fairly constant. [2006 4F 12 A SRS L LS ]

[#H IThere is not much change in the weather in the tropical rainforests all the year round.
[ #8247 Jconstant B E B R “BEHN, AEMN”, 58 E K not much change WEBRE M, HHEXE Y.

L Yes MR OHE SO IE SRS

REHTS B R FE LIRS — T BRI BT R AN B RS,
[ %l 3]These trips are the beginning of what could be a profitable 2Ist century industry. There are already several
space tourism companies pl'anning to build suborbital vehicles and orbital cities within the next two

decades. These companies have invested millions, believing that the space tourism industry is on the verge
of taking off. [2006 4 12 A SEFHA ]
(R E )Several tourism companies believe space travel is going to be a new profitable industry.
[ #R47 )R SC By % & #]fa profitable 21st century industry FIK 4] #Y on the verge of taking off 5% H " Ay going to
be a new profitable industry #%F , Rt HEXM ABAFWREME LR Y,

= No AL DSORGB o% 5B 55 P %
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[ % 4)Today, tropical rainforests cover only 6 percent of the Earth’s ground surface, but they are home to over
half of the planet’s plant and animal species. (2006 £ 12 AANEA S H RS ]
[ @8 ]Virtually all plant and animal species on Earth can be found in tropical rainforests.
[ f@4F 1E S A R AR AR 3R b — ¥ LA s # g I, 88 B W35 L B8 0 348 27 9 Fh 78 P03 T Ak
HATLIZRE MBS KT EXHERWER, HLEREN N,
[ %1 5]Lance Bass of "N Sync was supposed to be the third to make the $20 million trip, but he did not join the
three-man crew as they blasted off on October 30, 2002, due to lack of payment. [2006 4 12 AN &FTER ]
[# 8 JLance Bass wasn’t able to go on a tour of space because of health problems.
[ #R47 ) B BB 384 5 B S i B B HAFT , H/5 £ 384> because of health problems 5 /& 3 due to lack of payment &~
—¥ HEERHIN,
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[#] 6]The overabundance of plants gathering sunlight at the top of the forest blocks most sunlight from reaching
the bottom of the forest, making it difficult for robust plants to thrive.  [2006 % 12 A AR IX[AFXHFEH ]

[# 8 ]Below the canopy level of a tropical rainforest grows an overabundance of plants. _

[ #847 J#8 #8 )5 3C , the overabundance of plants £ K752 , BB AR RO TR, [ T B 3Y T FHOE , 6 58k A9 R 4 ok LA 4:
¥ R K — R Y, EH ¥ LT thin greenery 1115 B 4512 HH % the overabundance of plants
MAT .

# .Not Given BEh4H

BB FERAREBERAERIRRE BB RN AR REF PR RE, IHEEANERN

NG, RIEHBE— 2 ERE CEMAE , WARRERRRERAREWEN,

[# 7 )Since rainforests are at the middle of the globe, located near the equator, they are not especially affected
by this change. [2006 4F 12 A /SRR FH KR

[ H ]The largest number of rainforests in the world are located on the African continent.

(AR R 0 R R UL A H RTARAL F R R 6 Th 38, F 7l P S UL RS KR AEIE M, B LA R & NG,

E Rk nii 3 58 3 bRkl

RRATFEREERERNFENEH , 5 EARKNEDZIBERMEILAERT, M85 JHe ] 8%
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[ %1 1 )Even Hilton Hotels has shown interest in the space tourism industry and the possibility of building or co-

funding a space hotel. However, the company did say that it believes such a space hotel is 15 to 20 years

away. [2006 £ 12 AARRFERE ]

" [M 8 JHilton Hotels believes it won’t be long before it is possible to build a

(47 )= b B A & AR 4 . B 3CH 8 the possibility of building 581 B # §9 possible to build & S AH R, &
R BWE WE space hotel, RE ML HT,

[#1 2]The report concluded that at a ticket price of $50,000, there could be 500,000 passengers flying into space
each year. [2006 & 12 F A RFAE ]

[EiB JEach year 500,000 space tourists could be flying into space if ticket prices could be lowered to

(BT )= AL THARR, REREXHEENDESE PRECH if ENE A, K R$50,000 E£2—H TR,

LB RE R ORI e zh

RTS8 B S T RS A0R A BE RS, RRERGSEFICR, AR RFDFIA, T M3, il
TRl SR o O TR 4 X KB 3 — OB R K
[ 3)Eventually, the strangler may block so much light from above, and absorb such a high percentage of nutri-
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ents from the ground below, that the host tree dies. [2006 & 12 A SRR S EiAHSE]
£ 1= ]Stranglers are so called because they by blocking the sunlight and competing for the nutrients.

[BIF|Z L FBEFAFIE®S W FE I strangler & FHA TRBIAL, E FTRK TRELHRS, AT HEMK
WAeHE, #E X, strangler RIET EARM A, Brilas AL EH Kkill the host tree,

[ %1 4 )Bach spacecraft requires millions of pounds of fuel to take off into space, which makes them expensive to
launch. (2006 & 12 ANERFEE ]

[ H ]What makes going to space the most expensive vacation is the enormous cost involved in :

[ ] AL FHAL AR A . M expensive 58 B 1 # enormous cost BB MR, X expensive 2 5 X3
WA RN to launch, T B 25 A AR Z 8T 018 in, #9724 81 E & R4 launching ; (B X H X 8 B # %A launch
38 48 515 , BT 7 launching /5 /il | the spacecraft, 5% % % % launching the spacecraft,

= BRI GET TS
BERES: M EEZ2YETREXEAEAHFR, AEEERBEXATEEER, XXFERER LK,
[ 1 §)Within the next 20 years, space planes could be taking off for the Moon at the same frequency as airplanes
flying between New York and Los Angeles. [2006 £ 12 ARG FHE ]
[#E B ]Within the next two decades, could be as common as intercity air travel.
(847 )= A B HEA LA R 4. B3+ B Within the next 20 years 558 H ' # Within the next two decades [f]
X ,at the same frequency as airplanes flying between New York and Los Angeles 5% B 7 #) as common

as intercity air travel & M , 9]0 € % %M space planes could be taking off for the Moon Fr ik i
W7, BARSEFHAZ AR, THZE #8454 space travel,
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Passage One

Key to Lightning Deaths: Location, Location, Location

Lightning is a killer. It claims more victims each year than do snowstorms, hurricanes, and tornadoes. It
keeps a low profiié as the sccond largest weather-related killer, usually striking one person at a time. Only floods,
which can wipe out towns, kill more people.

According to the U.S. National Weather Service, 73 people die from lightning strikes each year and hundreds
more suffer life-debilitating injuries. Memory loss, attention deficits, sleep disorders, numbness, dizziness, and
weakness are some of the maladies (% 4%) cited.

The highest death rates from lightning in the United States are in Flonda _which is known as the lightning
capital of the country. According to the service, from 1959 to 2003 hghtmng kllled 3,696 people in the United
States. Of those, 425 were in the Sunshine State. (The only state that did not record a lightning death in the pe-
riod was Alaska.)

Lightning has injured at least 2,000 people in Florida since 1959.

“A lot of people in Florida are involved with outdoor activities. People are out golfing, they are out boating,
so the odds of getting hit by a lightning flash are greater,” said Stephen Hodanish, a senior meteorologist and
lightning expert with the National Weather Service in Pueblo, Colorado.

While Florida is also the state where the most lightning flashes strike the ground, injury and fatality rates do
not exactly correlate with where the most strikes occur. Rather, lightning tends to strike people in places where
there are people to strike. T

For example, Colorado is 24th in lightning flash density, but is ranked 10th for lightning casualty rates, said
Hodanish. The reason for the ‘discrepancy is that a lot of Coloradoans participate in outdoor activities like hiking
and camping in the exposed, lightning-prone high country.



Storm Anatomy
On any given afternoon, unstable breezes and moisture ratchet uprmu

wind of gpdgﬁs-and—dmdﬁﬁs-ﬂlat cause particles of rain, ice, and snow to collide:~— ——"

The colhsmns prompt)elccmca] charges to~ Separate> Positive charges shoot high, while negative charges hang

low. Electncal imbalance intensifies within the cloud and between the cloud and ground.

“Mother Nature doesn’t like to see that,” said Hodanish.

In an attempt to restore balance, to equalize the charge separation, lightning flashes rip through the clouds,
snap out of the sky, and crack to the ground. The average flash packs enough energy to keep a 100-watt light
bulb lit for three months.

The flash of light heats the air around it to nearly 50,000 degrees Fahrenheit (27,760 degrees Celsius), which
is hotter than the surface of the sun. The scorching heat forces the air to expand in an explosion of thunder.

The most w:@MG oudti
positive charges within the clouds. The flashes Etayj; ouds, never making contact with the ground.

The lightning that strikes people is a_cloud-to-ground flash. This occurs when the charge imbalance between

where negative charges seek a connection with

the cloud and ground becomes so great that the negative charge in the lower part of the cloud begins to travel
towards the Earth’s surface.

As the charge nears the ground, positive charges surge up tall objects like trees, houses, telephone poles, and,
sometimes, people. When the negative charge from the cloud connects with these positive charges rising from the
ground, a bright flash occurs.

The flashes that reach the ground splinter trees, char forests, and kill people. Cost estimates of the damage
caused by cloud-to-ground lightning total in the hundreds of millions of dollars each year, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service.

Where Lightning Strikes P
Thunderbolts rain down with the greatest fervor on tropical, ~central Afrlca, accordmg to an analysis of satellite
data by a team of researchers with the National Aeronautics and Space istration’s Global Hydrology and

Climate Center in Huntsville, Alabama.

The weather patterns in-Africa bring in warm air from the Atlantic Ocean which collides with mountains,
producing thunderstorms year-round.

Another hghtmng hotspot is the Himglayas,where the mountainous fepography (3.%) forces the convergence
of air massed from the indian Ocean. The North and South Poles, however, rarely experience thunderstorms and,
therefore, have almost no lightning.

In the United States, lightning researchers estimate that 22 million lightning flashes strike the ground each
year. The most lightning pmnw}‘lorida, which has, on average, 12 flashes of lightning per square kilo-
meter per year. o

“To produce lightning you need thunderclouds. To produce thunderclouds you generally need heat and mois-
ture and both are plentiful in Florida,” said Vladimir Rakov, an electrical engineer and lightning expert at the
University of Florida in Gainesville.

The Florida Peninsula is sandwiched between the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean. Sea breezes from
both sides move inland as the day progresses, colliding over the warm landmass, explained Hodani

“If it wasn’t for the sea breezes colliding with each other, the lightning activity would be_(é;g\mf_lﬁiﬂ_]ess,f

he said. Such is the case, he added, with s’oy_ﬂ]gasm_’l“;xask\_v_hg‘ch has_similar weather to Florida, but just one

Throughout the United States, lightning frequency generally decreases from the southeast to the northwest.
Pockets of intensity include the Rocky Mountains, where the topography causes thunderstorms to form with regu-
larity in the summer months.

Summertime is when most lightning occurs in the United States, but it can also strike during winter months
in a rare thunder snowstorm.



As for the question as to whether or not lightning can strike the same place twice, Rakov says that the an-
swer depends on what kind of place that is.

Statistically, he said, during cloud-to-ground lightning, the channel of discharge is merely looking for a place
on the ground, which is a random act assuming the ground is flat and geologically uniform.

For example, Rakov says that one square meter of terrain in a flat Florida field gets hit by lightning once
every 100 millennia, thus if that area gets hit, it would not be hit for another 1,000 human generations, which he
considers in all practical purposes to be never.

The reality, however, is that the ground is not uniform and lightning is attracted to certain ground features
and not te- othcrs “From a lightning point of view, yes, it does strike the same place many times, particularly if
it is a(tall stmbture',” said Rakov. - .

Hodanish said studies have shown that tall structures such as New York’s Empire State Building get struck
several times in a single storm. “Typica[ly the_ tallest ob]ects get' h1t the most frequently,” he said.

Lightning Safety ~

To avoid death by a flash of lightning, the National Weather Service recommends following the “30/30” rule.
When lightning is seen count the time until thunder is heard. If it is 30 seconds or less, seek shelter immediately
and stay there for at least 30 minutes after the last rumble of thunder is heard.

“Typically, people go out and resume activity too quickly and end up getting hit,” said Hodanish.

Covered picnic shelters, tents, and convertibles even with the roof up are not safe. Rakov said that shelter
should be a substantial building such as a home or inside a car with a metal roof.

“If neither are available, make yourself as small a target as possible,” he said. “Never stand near tall trees,
metal fences, or water.” Metal objects are popular targets of lightning and power lines can conduct lightning
surges over large distances, he added.

Accgrdmg to Hodanish, who is working on a scientific paper about a man who was struck and killed by the
first lightning flash of @ “storm on top of Colorado’s Pikes Peak, “for some, no matter what _precautions you take,
you can be the unfortunate victim of lightning.”

N 1. As the second largest weather-related killer, lightning is noticeable.

NG2. In Florida, among the different natural disaster death rates, the death rate from lightning is the highest.

N 3. The injury and death rates correlate with the place where there are the most lightning strikes.

\‘ 4. That the lightning casnalty rates rank higher than its lightning flash density in Colorado is due to the fact that
many Coloradoans participate in outdoor activities. PPt

. The electrical charges are divided as a result of the = of updrafts and downdrafts.

. The two forms of lightning are [Tt W‘M’V‘"m ‘cloud-to-ground flash.

. There are two lightning hotspots. One is M'W"J\ &\0 , the other is the Himalayas.

. In spite of similar weather condition, the lightning activity in southeast Texas is \e¥y than Florida.

. Studies have indicated that typically -—tha - Uest Y% more subject to lightning strike.

10. According to Hodanish, lightning is Vited 4 for some unfortunate people.
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Passage Two
Meeting the Real Doctor Dolittle

Explaining scmncc seems to come naturally to Charlotte, Uhlenbroek. The young BBC  presenter has become a
rapidly-emerging star’ because her passion for wildlife bubbles over on the small screen. “And she’s every bit as
enthusiastic in person. She clearly relished her latest project, Talking with Animals, investigating the wildly different
ways in which animals communicate with one another.

The subject is nothing new to Uhlenbroek. She spent four years studying the vocalizations of chimps in the
forests of Tanzania as a PhD student, so her latest series and accompanying book is a natural extension of her
prev1ous research For Talking with Animals, Uhlenbroek and her film crew traveled the world to discover how
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and why animals pass on information. “Every creature communicates at some level, even single-celled organisms. I
am interested in how complex social behavior can be mediated without language,” she says.

The methods most animals use to communicate don’t approach the sophistication of human language, but
some employ highly ingenious methods in the most unforgiving surroundmgs
Smelly signals

The longevity of the scent turns out to be crucial, because a single w_{ﬁ_ﬁbﬁ_t_@mmﬂ( covers an area
of several square kilometers. It could take days for a fellow member of the species to stumble upon these smelly
mm iz iguanas® Gltraviolet vision helps them cope with this problem too. The scent marks absorb UV
light, so they stand out to other iguanas like neon lights at a fairground. By smelling and tz;sting the marks, they
are even able to tell the identity and sex of the iguana that left it.

Elephants similarly have to keep in touch across large distances. Even when they are out of hearing range of
one another, in forests or the great savannah (k¥ &) of East Africa, they are often spotted moving in the same
direction. Sometimes they’re seen to freeze in their tracks and move their feet up and down, which leads some
scientists to believe they have sensitive cells in their feet. Such cells would enable them to pick up low frequency
vibrations from the ground, waves that travel distances 'of up to 16 km.

Much better understood are the low frequency airborne rumbles that elephants use to communicate. These
nojsesare ‘:m,t‘hgr infrasound frequency range, which is below _our-threshold of hearing, even if you're standing
right next to an elephant, as Uhlenbroek discovered. *“I heard very little at first, but gradually my ears started to
tune into sounds on the very edge of my senses. You only notice it when it stops,” she says.

The rumbles can travel up to 2 km, and within that range an elephant can tell the difference between the
sounds made by 100 of its peers, this is useful for males to keep tabs on females as a typical family will roam
across an area covering between 15 and 2,000 square kilometers.

Dolphin signatures

While the tone of an elephant’s voice is low, dolphins recognize each other using high-pitched signature
whistles. The way in which they modify their whistles demonstrates how intelligent they are. “Dolphins seem to
have an amazing ability to\f’employ the same kinds of mental processes that we do, and we are now starting to
see that 'inndolphins in the wild,” says Uhlenbroek

When one dolphin whistles its signature, another dolphin is able to mimic it in response. Scientists who
followed a group of male dolphins over a period of three years found th;t_EéTEigh—pitched whistles gradually
became more and more similar, until the trio were calling out with a single shared call. It is thought that the
dolphins may have been doing this to demonstrate to rival males that they were together as a team, and therefore
a force to be reckoned with.

But sound isn’t the only means of underwater communication that scientists have stumbled upon. It's well
known that some fish, such as rays (%% &), give their presf a sharp electric shock. But highly sensitive electrodes
have now revealed that others use it for more than a means of attack. “Some fish use: electncn;y to communicate
by using very weak currents. Scientists picked up these tiny currents, and found the pattern of these pulses was
changing in a regular pattern,” says Uhlenbroek.

Electrical communication, used by the South American knife fish and elephant-nose fish of Africa, evolved
from the use of electricity for navigation. The nocturnal (18 7% ) #3) knife fish, for example, is able to tell the
difference between rocks and other fish in its surrounding by sensing distortions in the three-dimensional electric
field, suing thousands of tiny receptors (%% B) scattered over its body.

Really talking with animals

Similarly, researchers studying the mormyrid fish of Gabon managed to get males of the species to respond
to computer-generated electrical signals. When the signal matched that of a female of the same species, the male
produced bursts of electricity 10 times faster in order to convey his willingness to mate.

Scientists are increasingly using technology to play Dr Dolittle and communicate directly with animals. Uh-
lenbroek did this with the colorful satin (4 -F) bowerbirds of Australia. Male bowerbirds perform an elaborate
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dance, spreading their wings and fanning out their tails, to impress potential mates. The way the female responds

can either calm the male or act as a come-on. Researchers built a robot which mimicked the females’ movements
and when Uhlenbroek took the controls, she found that even the jerky (4 -F#&#7, K #1¢)) robot was good enough
to fool the male. “It was an extraordinary feeling that he really was responding to the way I made the robot
move. The male just fell madly in love with it and in the end we had to prise him off.”

Such deception isn’t confined to man—even animals can fool each other. Take the giant cuttlefish, whose
tentacles are fringed with a filmy skirt. When cuttlefish gather to breed, the larger males guard their mates by
sending a series of stripes pulsing across their skins. It's no idle threat, since cuttlefish are ready and willing to
attack rivals with their sharp beak. The smaller males wouldn’t stand a chance in a straight fight, so instead they
curl up their tentacles and make their skin pale and mottled. In doing so they impersonate the females, and slip
past the largginﬂasu_@s,@;z&;

“It appears that the small male cuttlefish get past because they look like females, but we can’t swear the
others care one way or the other,” says Uhlenbroek. “Nonetheless, it seems there are a few instances where ani-
mals go all out to deceive other members of their own species.”

Not every creature can fall victim to lying, of course, so there must be a mechanism to prevent it. “You can
see why communication has to be constantly evolving because, as soon as there’s deception, there’s got to be a
counter force in order for other animals to avoid being deceived, simply because they can’t all go down that
path,” she continues.

The evidence thgt many animals change their behavior in Iggponse to the en environment is clear when you lis-
ten t:-c-o_r;—mon typés of bird, “Many birds adopt sounds from the environment, such as mobile phone ring tones,
so at some level we are influencing them. We are a part of their sound environment, so they borrow bits of their
sound from us.”

Far more sophisticated behavior has been observed in the prairie dogs of Arizona. These small rodents (%%
#4#) live in burrows (1 X) and they’re hunted by a great number of predators (& % 3 #), from coyotes, hawks,
foxes and badgers to dogs and cats. Ranchers kill them, because they can carry plague that kills their cattle. As a
defense, prairic dogs have evolved vocalizations for these predators and have a specific alarm call for each one.

The latest findings show that these animals can describe individual people in detail, down to their size, the
color of their clothes, and even whether they are carrying a gun. Their calls help other prairie dogs spot intruders
on the horizon, and may be the tip of the iceberg. Uhlenbroek concludes: “If small rodents show such extraordi-
nary sophistication, what might we find animals are saying to each other in future?”

. Uhlenbroek, who is famous and popular as a BBC presenter, is good at explaining science.

. Uhlenbroek’s latest project Talking with Animals is loved best by young people.

. Uhlenbroek’s previous research is irrelevant to the program Talking with Animals.

. The methods used by most animals to communicate are less complicated than those by human beings. .
. Smell helps iguanas to keep their fairly large territory becanse their sgent can Fhseth DY Ly P 3T
Human beings can’t hear the rumbles that elephants use to communicate because it is \I\ /La-mxvv ar A

. According to Uhlenbroek, dolphins have the amazing ability to s« p Lotk B bk {" oL,

1 A =T vJL A
. For some fish, ,\.M“//«w;y is not just a means of attack, B /) QTS% a means of cOnfnication.

. In order to et , the smaller male cuttlefish pretend to be a female to cheat the large male guard.

10. There is obvious proof that many animals have to J"“* e “to féspond to the environment.

Passage Three
City
Over the course of the last 100 years, millions of people said farewell to their rural roots and moved en
masse ([#*]4&4% ,—#&) to the city.
At the turn of the 20th century there were just a handful of cities across the globe that could boast a popu-
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lation of more than one million. But in_the decades that follewed cities grew at a staggering rate as people
flocked to them to_find work and.improve -theis lives.

By 1950, cities housed approximately 300m people in the developing and developed world, but their growth
since has been truly staggering. Cities now house one billion people in the industrialized world and at least two
billion in developing nations—more than half the world’s population.

The age of the mega-city

The full rarmﬁcatlons are only _just becommg appargg; Vast cities are appeanng in every major country

ing levels of _g__r_ngl poverty.

More than half the population of most cities in the developing world live in squalid shanty-towns, and condi-
tions are set to get worse. By 1990, the world’s 100 largest cities held 540m people, and the world’s 20 largest
cities each had a population of more than 10m.

By 2015, some estimates suggest up to 75% of the world’s population will live in urban zones, while the
unluckiest among us will cram into a series of enormous new cities which are emerging to house up to 40m
people at a time. The age of the mega-city is finally arriving.

Location is everything

Our distant ancestors led pretty simple lives. Until around 10,000 BC all humans were hunter-gatherers and
lived a nomadic life searching endlessly for food.

It Ww—devdepmen“i&g@yjﬂrj_ﬂ&ﬁnabm,hmns to settle down and live, first as farmers and then
as villagers. Around 3500 BC small towns began appearing in Mesopotamia, surrounded by defensive high walls
and irrigated fields that fed the town’s population.

In the thousand years that followed, when agriculture had become more of a science and crop yields had
risen, fewer people were needed to produce food. People took other jobs, became wealthier and more and more
chose to live in towns close to shops and markets.

This worked well for centuries. Towns flourished and eventually one of the grandest, Rome, became the
world’s first city of more than one million people around 100 AD.

Although the fertile lands surrounding Rome could have adequately fed the city, the Roman people began
importing food and became reliant on long supply chains. When Gaiseric the Vandal began withholding vital
North African grain supplies from Rome in 455 AD, the city’s power went into steep decline. The Dark Ages
that ensued saw people deserting cities across Europe and returning to the countryside. T
Make it accessible T

It was not until around 1200 AD that people began flocking back to the cities, a trend encouraged by the
growth of iron technology and further improvements in agriculture. Cities and towns began to spring up across
Europe and Asia.

The mam factor which determined where a city was founded, according_to Derek Keepe, Director of the
Center for Metropolitan History at the University of London’s Institute of Historical Research, was sxmple geogra—
phy. “Was 1t'@‘cges§1ble‘§to people who wished .to trade there or bring in supplies?”

However, there were other important considerations. “A city might be successfully founded in a desert if
there was a need for a staging post or an interchange on a trade route,” he says. Then there were the simple de-
mands of a ruler’s ego, or a need to defend people against invaders. Finaliy there was one other major motivating
force: religion. “A sacred site attracts many visitors who require service,” Keene says.

In medieval times, cities grew to exploit trade routes. Bruges in Belgium became rich by weaving wool from
Britain, while Florence in Italy built a small empire also based on wool.

Trade helped Constantinople become the most powerful city in Europe during the Middle Ages. The gateway
between the Eastern Mediterranean, India and Africa on one side and Europe on the other, Constantinople played
a crucial role in the trade of Eastern riches for Western wool and heavy iron products.




