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Studying Abroad

Preview

This unit integrates various useful expressions and authentic talks about studying abroad.

Objectives

After studying this unit, the learners are expected to:

1. know the basic words and expressions about studying abroad;

2. understand conversations and short talks about life and studying abroad;

3. be able to seek information about studying abroad using the words and expressions learnt in this unit.

Part A  language Focus

Notes

1. subject fleld maJo,- e

e.8. a math ma}or, an Englzshima}or
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Purpose

This part aims to familiarize the students with authentic conversations that can be heard in our daily life

about studying abroad.

Detailed Plan

Study the new words and expressions in Word Bank .

Do the required exercises.

Check the answers.

Listen to the conversations again. Pay special attention to the parts you didn’t understand or
misunderstood. You may refer to the script if necessary.

-~ W N~

Short Conversations

Listening Script

Directions: You will hear 6 conversations between two speakers. Listen to them and answer the

2
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following questions by choosing the right options.

. Woman: Mr. Abebe, would you tell us something about yourself and how you came to the United
States?

Man:. Well, my name is Daniel Abebe. I came from Addis Ababa, the capital city of Ethiopia.
I came to the United States as an international student when I was 20, and it wasn’t until
I approached my 40th birthday that I became a citizen of the United States.

Question: Which of the following description of Mr. Abebe is correct?

- Woman: What language course did you take in high school?

Man;: I am interested in Chinese but [ actually took French. I took French since Grade Three
and then just kind of jumped at a scholarship that I’'m getting next year. I'm studying
abroad for the whole year, so I thought having some Arabic in an Arabic-speaking
country would give me some help there.

Question; What language is the man learning now?

- Woman: Hi, Josh, what about the study abroad program for the anthropology students you joined?
Man:. Oh, well, it took me to China. I learned a little bit of the language there, taught in a

small school, and made a lot of friends. Sometimes I felt like being a pop star.
Question: What can we learn about Josh?

. Man;. Good afternoon. I'm an international student from Egypt, and [’ve been here for — I
don’t know, six years probably. I've just graduated from the student program here at the
medical university.

Woman: Yes. And you will be planning to head home soon?

Man: Yes, actually I'm leaving in four days. I just talked to my advisor in New York to say
goodbye.

Question: Which of the following is not true about the man?

- Woman: How can you receive so many scholarships? Eight altogether!

Man: It’s not just good grades. There are more average students that can also qualify for some
scholarships as well. They are often based on an interest you have and your background.
But get the information about colleges and their scholarships and start early. That’s the
No. 1 thing.

Question: What does the man think is the most important for getting scholarships?

. Man. There’s a lot to go through with some of your students before they go traveling abroad.
Are there some concerns you have about not allowing them to study in certain places?

Woman:  Absolutely, we make sure that information about safety and security is available to the
students and their families. All of our students who study abroad have to acknowledge the
risk inherent in travel and study abroad.

Question: According to the woman, what must the teachers make sure before the students go

traveling abroad?

3
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Key
1.D 2.B 3.D 4.C 5.D 6. B

Notes

Longer Conversations

Conversation One

Listening Script

Directions: You will hear a conversation between two speakers. Listen to the conversation twice and

answer the questions by choosing the right options.

Woman: What have you learned in your time here? Obviously, you’ve learned a great deal.

Man: Oh yes! See, I'm a Muslim. My advisor was Jewish. My, you know, co-workers were
Catholic, Indians, Chinese — so the number one thing I learned from this six-year experience
is you can be different from people, and yet, you still can be a friend. And you can interact
with them easily. That’s — I think the number one lesson even before — number two is lung
cancer prevention, which is my field.

4
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Woman: Two quick questions. What are you going to look forward to most when you get back home to
Saudi Arabia?

Man: First, I’'m really very excited that I will serve my country, serve Arabia in the field I got training
education. Secondly, I'll be telling people that you have different kinds of people that you may
interact with. They may think in a different way, than how you think. Yet, you can again live with
them in a very peaceful way. I think that is a very important thing, I believe.

Woman: Yes, and I think that answered my second question. That was if the goal was mutual
understanding. It sounds like it worked.

Questions:

1. What is the religious background of the man’s advisor?

2. What is the most important lesson the man learned from his six-year experience?
3. What is the man so excited about?

4. What is the woman’s second question concerned about?

Key
1.B 2.D 3.B 4.D

Notes
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Conversation Two

Listening Script

Directions

Woman:
Man :
Woman;

Man:.

Woman;
Man H

Woman:

Questions:

You will hear a conversation between two speakers. Listen to the conversation twice and
answer the questions by choosing the right options.

You actually got a full-ride to Stanford, is that right?

Yes, full tuition, room and board.

OK, but you also got these additional scholarships. And just so people understand, the
additional scholarships you got were very helpful to you throughout your college career,
right?

Definitely. They helped pay for all my books, which are very expensive, and also my
computer which is a large expense. Transportation back to my home city of Moscow. And a
couple of extra fees that came up and things like that. But study abroad ... my scholarships
did not cover all the expense.

All right, so tell us how the search began for the scholarships.

Well, I started my junior year of high school investigating colleges that had a good business
school, which is my major, and then also had good scholarships. Because I figured, one, 1
could get a big scholarship from a school which would cover everything. And if that didn’t
work out I’d get a whole bunch of little scholarshipé to cover it. And luckily both plans
ended up working out for me.

That’s great! You did it.

1. How did the additional scholarships help the student from Moscow throughout his college carcer?
2. What is the first important thing for the student to consider in selecting a college?

3. Why was the student able to get so many scholarships?

Key

1.D 2.B 3. C

Notes
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Talks from Radio/TV Programs

Purpose

This part consists of exercises based on talks excerpted from radio/TV programs. The students are
expected to understand such talks and get the necessary information from them.

Detailed Plan

Study the new words and expressions in Word Bank .
Do the exercises based on Excerpt One and Excerpt Two.
Check the answers.

Listen to the short talks again. Pay special attention to the parts you didn’t understand or
misunderstood. You may refer to the script if necessary.

Excerpt One

Listening Script

Directions: You will hear a short talk from a radio program. Listen to it twice and complete the
following summary by filling in the blanks.

This is Talk of the Nation. I'm Neal Conan in Washington.

Since 9/11, more and more American students have been studying abroad. The number increased by
almost 20 percent between 2001 and 2003. American students have become particularly interested in the
non-English-speaking world. They’re going to China, to India, and to the Middle East.

Living abroad can be a life-changing experience. It’s a chance for an inside peek at another culture,
to find new friends, learn different social rules, to see their country, your country and yourself through
new eyes. People-to-people exchanges also help to humanize America and Americans in parts of the
world where US policy may not be too popular.

For 60 years now, the Fulbright Program has sent US students abroad and brought foreign students to study
in the US. The goal is mutual understanding. Recently, a group of students and scholars returned from Africa

7
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