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Preface

The Chinese characters, as an ideographic writing system, are
different from other writing systems in the world. To the CFL(Chinese as a
foreign language) learners, Chinese characters are admittedly hard to
tackle, with all the varied meanings under one entry and the recurrence of
polyphones, not to say the confusing words in similar forms. To facilitate
the beginners to master Chinese characters and to help them make
progress in the basic skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking, we
have complied 1000 Frequenily Used Chinese Characters, as an aid for
those in need.

This book, particularly intended for the CFL learners, aims to help the
learners fully master the 1000 basic Chinese characters. These words have
a high frequency of use in China. According to the researches made by
many a scholar, a good command of these characters would help the
learners clear up the obstacles in daily reading and comprehension. These
1000 characters are the most popularly used ones in Chinese daily life, as
suggested in The Syllabus for Graded Chinese Characters and The List of
the Frequency of Use of Chinese Characters. They are compiled based on a
list of books of reference, including The Contemporary Chinese Dictionary,
A" Dictionary of Chinese Usage: 8000 Words and New Chinese Words
Dictionary.

This book covers a wide range of knowledge on the 1000 Chinese
characters concerning their pronunciations, example words and sentences,
strokes, stroke orders, structures, as well as their original complicated

forms and their forms in ancient writing systems. It should be noted that a
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complete command of all the relevant knowledge as listed above is not a
necessity for beginners. It is sufficient for them just to grasp the
pronunciation and the related meanings of a character. As to the strokes,
stroke orders and character structures, the learners will master these items
naturally with the recurrence of the characters. The original complicated
forms and their forms in ancient writing systems serve as the supplements
to the main part of the knowledge on Chinese characters, and the learners
may handle them at will if needed or interested.

To facilitate the learners’ self-study, Chinese pinyin and English
translation are provided for each Chinese character, as well as example
words and sentences. Meanwhile, to make the learning process less tough,
the examples most popularly used in daily life are presented, and the
characters used in the example words and sentences also fall within the
scope of 1000 frequently used characters.

We sincerely hope this book can be a worthy help for the learners of

Chinese as a foreign language.

The compilers

March, 2010
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A Guide to the Book

eee 1 General Layout of the Entries

I.1 There are 1000 Chinese characters altogether, including the most
basic and popular ones. Each character is listed as one entry.

1.2 Characters with the same form but varied pronunciations and
meanings are taken as separate entries, for instance, “#” zhdo, “#”
zhe, and “#” zhuo. However, those with the same form and same meaning
but varied pronunciations are listed as one entry, for example, “ix” zhe,
which is also pronounced as zhéi.

1.3 The entries are sequenced alphabetically based on the phonetic
letters of the characters. The homophones are listed according to their
stroke numbers, meaning the characters with fewer strokes precede those
with more. For the homophones with equal number of strokes, they are
arranged based on the starting stroke in the order of the horizontal stroke
(—), the vertical stroke ( | ), the left-falling stroke ( J ), the dot stroke
(+ ), and the turning stroke (7).

1.4 Generally, the neutral tone character comes after the tone

character in the same form, for example, the character “"” q follows

“VW” (-j and unF,—{]—n d.

eee 2 Forms and Structures

2.1 The prevailing forms of the characters are presented in the book.
The original complicated form of a character is given in the bracket if
there is one. All the original complicated forms of the Chinese characters
are based on The Contemporary Chinese Dictionary (Original Complicated
Form Edition) published by the Commercial Press (HK.) Ltd. in January
2009. When a complicated character in the bracket has only one of the
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several meanings of its contemporary form, a sequence number indicating
the corresponding meaning will be added before the character, for instance,
% ("4 ). Some ancient forms of the complicated characters are also
provided for learners to expand their knowledge and add some flavor to
learning.

2.2 The structure of the simplified form of each character is
graphically analyzed. For instance, “ [ ] "7 suggests a single-element
character, “[[]” a left-right structure character, “[[[]” a left-middle-right
structure character, “E!" a lop—bottom structure character, “5" a lop-
middle-bottom structure character, “[0]” an enclosed structure character,
“[d” a semi-enclosed structure character, and “[B]” an inserted structure
character.

2.3 The radical, stroke number and stroke order are marked for each
Chinese character. The colored part of the character on the right side of
each entry is its radical. Having a good command of radicals would help
learners locate a strange character promptly in the book. The numeral
followed is the stroke number of this character and the stroke order of this
character is illustrated by the following strokes. Mastering the stroke
order, learners will be able to write a character correctly from the starting

stroke to the ending one.

eee 3 Phonetic Notations and Annotations

3.1 Each Chinese character is marked with the phonetic letters of its
pinyin.

3.2 The more popular pronunciation is presented for the characters
that have two different pronunciations. For example, the character “i”
shéi can also be pronounced as shui, and in this book it is marked as

shéi, which is the more popular pronunciation.
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3.3 The example words and sentences are also marked with pinyin.
The tone of a character may vary during the speech flow. Variations in
the tone are only provided for “—", “F ", and neutral tone; for all the
rest, the original tones are marked.

3.4 English annotations are appended to the example words and

sentences.

®ee 4 Paraphrase

4.1 The meanings of the characters in contemporary Chinese are
provided, and their ancient meanings are not referred to.

4.2 For the characters with varied meanings, the entries are listed
separately with examples. Each entry, in English other than Chinese, is
preceded by a “@”. Under each entry are example words and sentences,
among which, there are as many as 2 10 4 example words and 1 to 2
example sentences.

4.3 The varied entries of a Chinese character are sequenced in the

descending order based on the frequency of use.

*** 5 Word Classes

5.1 Each item of an entry is labelled with its word class. The
characters which can be taken as words are marked with their word
classes; while those that cannot are not marked. The characters
functioning as prefixes or suffixes are indicated.

5.2 Altogether twelve word classes are identified in the book,
including the noun, verb, adjective, numeral, measure word, pronoun,
adverb, preposition, conjunction, particle, interjection and onomatopoeia.

5.3 The word class is marked in front of each entry with its English
abbreviation. Chinese word classes and their corresponding English

abbreviations are listed as follows.
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Chinese Word Class English Abbreviation
#14  (noun) n.
Zhia] (verb) v.
451 (adjective) adj.
¥0i7  (numeral) num.
1] (measure word) m.
17 (pronoun) pron.
l1E  (adverb) ady.
4r1d  (preposition) prep.
#% 14  (conjunction) conj.
Bif] (particle) part.
MiA]  (interjection) interj.
#1755 (onomatopoeia ) ono.
ial 3k (prefix) pref.
W (suffix) suff.

5.4 Word classes are not indicated for example words.
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Phonetic Index of the Entries

The number on the right of each character indicates the page
number in this book.

béo & 9 biée B 21 chang K 33
bdo 48 10 bing ¥ 22  chang & 33
a fg 1 b8o E 10 bing P 22 chang ¥ 34
4 g 1 bdo R 10 bing i/ 22  chang | 34
a W 1 bao #H 11 bu A~ 23 chang # 35
ai % 2 boo # 11 bu i 24 chang "§ 35
ai £ 2 béi #M 12 bu ¥ 24 chao ¥ 36
an % 3 bé ¥ 12 bu & 25 chao #B 36

b& 4t 12 chéo #f 37
a’ bei & 12 ' chéo W 37
ba ) 4 b& T 13 cag @ 20 ché F 38
ba B4 béi W 13 c4i A 20 chén & 38
ba m o4 ben A 14 cai 3 27 chéng R 38
ba w4 ¢ bi 15 can % 28  chéng AL 39
ba % 5 bl b 15 can #& 28 @ chéng i 39
ba nEoo5 i bi # 16 cdo = 29  chéng3E 40
bai s bl 16 ce M 20 chi HZ 40
bsi H 6 b % 17 céng & 29 chi 3R 4]
bai K 6 . bi K 17 cha % 30 chi #F 41
ban P 7  bian i 17 cha % 30 chi @& 42
bon 4 7  bian 2 18 cha & 30 ChongE 42
ban #» 7  bian @ 19 cha % 31 chou fH 42
ban % g8  bian #® 19 cha % 31 chou R 43
bang # 8  bion i1 20 chai % 32 chU Hﬂ 44
bdo 4 9 bido ¥F 20 chan = 32 cha %] 44




-g{ 14 . Phonetic Index of the Entries

chi B 45 dai % 62 dien #£ 81 & EH 97
cht & 46 dai # 63 dion & 81 & — 97
chi 4 46 | dan 48 63 : diao I 82
chi # 47 dan % 63 dico # 82
chu 4k 47 dan {B 64! ding IT 83 5 4 g
chuan Z¥ 48  dan % 65 ding & 84 f& s 99
chuén f& 48  dan & 65 dia * 84 fo & 99
chuan #f 49 | dang % 65 dong % 85 tan B 99
chuang® 49 | dang 34 66 : dong & 85 fn AL 100
chuangfk 50 @ dao 7J] 67  dong 1# 86 )
chii K 50 do S 67 dong T 86 (O B 100
chin # 51 ddo & 68 dong A& g7 [O0 X 101
of 9@ 51 doo B 68 dou #H g7 (o0 W 102
g & Sl diwo B 6 dou T sg [An9 77 102
cong M 52 doo B 70 do  EH 88 fang 55 103
ci  H 53 dé B 70 gy i go [9ng W 103
cu M 54 de H#i 71 gy = go [ONG X 104
cin A 54 de M 71 gy B 90 féi X 104
cun F 54 de B/ 72 du B9 fei  3F 105
cuo S5 d&i B T2 quun 48 o (& HE 105
déng 4T 73 duan B 91 féi  AE 106
a déng & 73 Lion % o fei  # 106
da % 57  déng % 74 A BL 92 fen 4 106
dé % 57 d fE 75 du % o9z  fen ¥ 108
ds 47 57 di  HS 76 don @ o4 feN 2> 108
di kK 59 d K 76 dus g o5 fen 3 109
dsi R so  di 77 feng * 109
dai %% 60 di  ® 77 féng X 109
di Kk e di E 78 W ‘ feng # 110
di e d #® o738 & W 9% 7o o
dai  # 61 dion g 78 6 Il 96 Lo oL
dai  f5 62 | dion Ro79 60 T 96 0 L = gy




