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Section A

LEADING IN AND
EXPLORING THE TOPIC

Topic: Online Learning

Leading Ivw
LR Introduction to the Topi .

What if you could go to school online? Some children in Florida are being given that chance.

Perhaps it is every student’s dream not to have to get up so early in the morning. Imagine going to

school in your pajamas ([4X). Read the story and imagine the possibilities.




(

( Exploring

You’ve been spending most of your life in schools so far. But have you ever tried online
learning, a totally new way of learning: learning through the Internet?

Of course there are many differences between online learning and traditional face-to-face
classroom learning, but how do they differ?

Please notice that the following questions are open-ended with no right or wrong answers. You
should work in pairs and ask each other the questions, while checking (v/) the answers and/or

providing your own opinions in the blanks.

4

@

0 What is good about classroom learning?

/(;;\@/\\\My opinion My classmate’s opinion %
g\\\k [ It feels warw to- sit inv the E]Itfed/ywarwvtoutmﬁ@
\,QJL\ classyoom withy my friends. assroom withy my friends.
S [ We can see and hear the [ We can see and hear the
teacher clearly. teacher clearly.
[] We can talk to-each other/  [] We can talk to- each other/
the teacher face-to-face. the teacher face-to-face.
O L]
0 . e
g What is good about learning online? ;ﬂ)
My opinion My classmate’s opinion (
[] We can study whenever we:  [[] We caw study whevwver e g
(““\\ \ want to- want to- :
] We can study at home. [0 We caw study at home:
] We can talk to-owr friends  [] We can tulk to-our friends
“o fowr away. fow awavy.
[1 It's fuw leaurning online. [] It s fuw leawrning online.
1 [0
1 L




B READING THROUGH
W

Students Learn at Home in an Online School

I Isit hard for you to get up early and get ready for class? Some students at Winter Park High

School just roll out of bed and go to class in their own bedrooms. Of course, the teachers and
classmates do not see each other because all the class work is done on the computer.

2 This Florida high school, the state’s only online school, has 250 students who are taking
classes at home.

3 “I'm a lot more comfortable at home,”
says Luke Smith, a 16-year-old who is taking a
computer class online. He thinks the school’s
computer room is so noisy that he can’t study
well. “Home is much better.”

4 Students in this first online program take
classes in math, chemistry, computer, and

economics. They have to go to school to take other

classes.
5 When a student is ready to begin a class, he or she will turn on the computer, read the teacher’s
instructions, and begin working on the lesson for the day. The student and the teacher talk to each
other every day through e-mail or by telephone. For example, when Luke opened the daily e-mail
from his computer teacher, he had her instructions for the day’s computer lesson. When he was
finished, he e-mailed the work back to her for grading.
6  Is it easy for students to cheat on tests when they’re working at home? The teachers have
already thought about this. Students must take the final exams in person in the classroom.
7 “You see most of the same things online that you see in a regular classroom,” says Linda
Hayes, a teacher. “You can know the Students online. You know who really work hard and who
don’t.”
8  If this first online program goes well, in three years Florida high school students will be able
to take all their classes by computer. When that happens, students will be able to get their high
school diplomas without having to set foot in a classroom.

(Words: 334)



ew Words

online /'on lain/
computer /kom'pjuzta(r)/

comfortable /'kamfatabl/

program /'prougrem/

chemistry /'kemistri/
economics /,izka'nomiks/
instruction /in'strak fon/
finished /'fin1ft/

grade /greid/

cheat /t fiit/

test /test/

final /'fainal/

regular /'regjola(r)/

diploma /di'plavma/

adj.
ady.
n.
adj.
n.
Vi,
n.
adj.
vi.
n.
n.

adj.

adj.
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hrases and Expressions

at home

get up

get ready for
go to class

take class
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So...that... K PABCT -
turn on I (HLe)
in person %H

2o well SHE R IF

set foot in HEA s s

p roper Names

Winter Park High School BFFIRE S (EEHD Eiiﬂ‘l‘l*ﬁﬁ )
Florida (RE) #H% HikM

Luke Smith Y - R

Linda Hayes Wik - M

B EXERCISES

Uy
£

<O |
~ Fillin the blanks without referring to the original text. Then check your © |

answers against the text. After that, read the passage aloud until you can
~ say it from memory.

ReadingOut

When a student is 1 to begin a class, he or she will turn ___2 - the computer,

read the teacher’s ___3 | and begin working on the lesson for the day. The student and the

teacher talk to each other everyday 4 e-mail or by telephone. For example, when

Luke 5 the daily e-mail from his computer teacher, he had her instructions for the day’s‘
1 computer lesson. When he was ___ 6 __, he e-mailed the work back to her for grading.



Getting the Message

Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1. Some students at Winter Park High School stay in their own bedrooms in the morning
because
A. they are too ill to go out
B. they study online
C. they are not working hard

D. they are not seen by their teachers and classmates

2. How do those students studying online take their final exams?
A. On the Internet.
B. Through e-mail.
C. By telephone.

D. In a classroom.

3. What will happen to Florida students if this first online program goes well?
A. All courses will be given online next year.
B. Half the students will study online next year.
C. Students can have all the courses online after three years.

D. Students can take tests online.

4. Which course is not taken in the first online program?
A. English.
B. Computer.
C. Math.

D. Economics.

5. Which of the following is NOT true about online learning according to the passage?
A. The teacher talks with the students through e-mail every day.
B. The teacher does not need to grade the students’ work.
C. The students send back their work through e-mail to the teacher.

D. The students get instructions from the teacher on the computer.




Using the Right Word

Complete each of the following sentences j

by deciding on the most appropriate word
from the 4 choices marked A, B, C and D.

1. There are certain clothes which we feel

in and we wear most.

A. comfortable B. regular
C. expensive D. bad
2. Doctors in London decidedto_____ his eyes.
A. cheat B. open
C. test D. close
3. I have no direct from the teacher on what
to do next.
A. courses B. instructions
C. classes D. lessons
4. She didn’t have a degree, a __or any piece
of paper.
A. diploma B. grade
C. lesson D. class

5. Planting flowers is not an easy process and the

flowers will need watering.

A. final B. good

C. regular D. open _
6. He didn’t his homework until midnight.

A. finish B. think

C. learn D. roll
7.1 think on tests is bad.

A. cheating B. learning

C. programming D. grading

8. He is studying at college.
A. economics B. economy
C. economies D. economic

Working with
Expressions

Fill in each of the blanks in the fol-

lowing sentences with a suitable
_ preposition or adverb.

. 1. He turned the TV when he got

home.

2. They must give you notice

person.

| 3. It’s bad to cheat tests,so Il |

won’t do that.

4. He has never set foot England

and yet says that he knows the English |

people quite well.

5. I have to get at 5:30 tomorrow
morning to fly to New York.

6. Buying air tickets _ telephone

will save you much time.

7. Do follow the instructions

cooking soup.

8. T'll be twenty three years.




»% The school’s computer room is very noisy. He can’t study well. ‘ S
il

The school's computer roow Uy s0-noisy that he can't study well.

1. The first text is very easy. Every one of us can understand it.

2. It is too dark. I can’t find my bike.

3. That dictionary is very expensive. No one in our class is going to buy it.

Rewrite the following sentences after the model, using

“make somebody do”. é{:@ \>
A

Model : o

» Students are asked to take their final exams in person in the classroom.
They make studenty take their final exams inv persovw in the
classroom.

1. Children are asked to do so many pieces of work every week.
2. He was asked to collect the money.

3. Everyone is asked to fill in a form.



