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Preface

Having taught IELTS preparation courses in China for four years, 1 am familiar with
the main problems students face when preparing to take the writing module. This book
aims to help students deal with these problems. Chapter 1 examines the format of the
writing module, the assessment criteria, and the common problems that students face.
Chapter 2 looks at the requirements of the writing module in terms of the use of grammar
and various parts of speech. The next three chapters demonstrate how to write reports,
letters, and essays for the IELTS writing module. They also contain sample answers with
critiques, as well as model answers, for each type of writing task.

One thing that students often say to me is that they do not know what to write about
in Task 2. I believe this is often a result of a lack of extensive reading. Students need to
take responsibility for finding out what is going on in the world and why things are hap-
pening. I have met many students who are studying, or want to study, international
trade, yet know hardly anything about how WTO membership will affect China. People
living in Chinese cities often complain about traffic problems, but the only solution they
offer is to use cars less, without thinking how this could actually be achieved. Students
need to read newspapers and find information on the Internet, which could help them with
the issues they may have to write about in Task 2. Remember that the ideas and vocabula-
ry in this book need to be supplemented with others.

It is clear to me that students usually leave things until the last minute. Students do
not give themselves sufficient time to prepare for the test. Also, they often do not practise
enough by writing reports, letters, and essays. Unless you are using your English every
day to do a variety'of writing tasks, you can’t improve your English by much in less than
three months. UCLES, which developed the IELTS test, says that it takes 3 months of
study , in an English-speaking environment , to improve by one band score. If going abroad
is so important, you need to devote more time to actually preparing for IELTS in an intel-
ligent manner.

Students find it so easy to blame others or complain about their difficult situation
when they have problems preparing for the IELTS test. Students love to get online after
their fests and complain about the cruel examiners. They need to remember that ultimately
the responsibility lies with the student. Get out and meet people and start using your Eng-
lish rather than blaming everyone and everything else for your inability to do well. If you
don’t want, or don’t like, to go out and use your English, then it is clear that you need to

rethink your plans to go to live and study abroad.



Introduction for Teachers
(Students should read this, too!)

As a teacher myself, I was eager to produce a book which would be * teacher-friend-
ly’. The book is laid out in such a way that teachers will probably be happy to work
through the contents of the book in the same order that they are presented.

All the structures that students need for the IELTS writing module are presented in
the second chapter of the book. Remember that this is not a grammar book and that the
grammar and structures contained in that section are really designed to serve as a reminder
for students. Students who cannot manage the structures to a reasonable standard simply
shouldn’t be in the class!

Deal comprehensively with the test format and criteria so that students know exactly
what they are facing. The first chapter (hopefully!) contains the answers to any ques-
tions students may have. The pages devoted to grammar and structures are designed to en-
sure that students know what level of English is expected of them in the test. As I men-
tioned above, students who struggle with these pages shouldn’t be in the class.

The three chapters dealing with report, letter, and essay writing approach the task
from the standpoint of a student sitting the examination—from understanding the question
through to writing the conclusion.

Encourage students to be imaginative and thoughtful. The Task 2 topics give students
plenty of scope for original, highly individual answers. Writing in class gives students the
feel of working in a controlled environment, whereas working at home allows them to ex-
plore new ideas and check new vocabulary. Students should also be encouraged to debate
issues. Debating issues before meeting them in the test allows students to test ideas and
arguments.
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The format of the writing module is actually very simple. The module lasts for 60 minutes. It is
strongly recommended that you spend 20 minutes on Task 1 and 40 minutes on Task 2. You
may do Task 1 first or Task 2 first, the choice is yours. The most important thing is to pay at-

tention to the time remaining. Remember that this time includes time for preparation and time for
checking your work.

K BB Ve A R L SR A B, X — 4k 60 S SR U 20 43l Bt A] 5 A
Task 1, Jfl 40 434t (] 5¢ i Task 2, #RATLASEAS Task 1,377 LASEA Task 2, X B4R H O ik
P, BEEREREERZ KN, O X B ] EA U B, R B
B

Time is not the only factor you must bear in mind. Task 1 must be at least 150 words long.
Task 2 must be at least 250 words long. These are the minimum lengths stated by UCLES, who
developed the test.

PREAIOAE O M S AR ] . Task 1 & F /D EE 150 57, Task 2 2 /> 250 ¢, X
iR B H —— I K % B U I B I 2

When I was teaching IELTS writing classes, I knew many students who believed that 150 and
250 words were the maximum rather than the minimum. This is completely incorrect! Based on
what students produced in class and for homework, I believe that a Task 1 report or letter should
be at least around 180 words long, whilst a well-developed Task 2 essay should be at least
around 300 words long.

TRAE RS VR, & I 2525 R HB LK 150 2 250 e fa i T ACESR, Tl AN de I 2
Ko XESZAGRN WA EAR T RS MRS HRE , BA8 Task 1 IRGRBFEED
247 180 F, M — RS IEFE 4 Task 2 SUEESCN 24 300 7,

Each candidate receives a four-page answer sheet. Pages 1 and 2 ( the front page and left inside
page) are for Task 1, whilst pages 3 and 4 (right inside page and back page) are for Task 2.
Candidates have to write some information ( name, candidate number, test centre, date, and
module) on page 1 before the test begins. ’

A L) 4 TUSBAR, 551 JUMES 2 T BPIE A EL A ) RS Task 1 3CH, 5
3 GURISS 4 T (R4 ORI ) JARE Task 2 30, HiXJFHART, BB SHAER 1 T
FHEEHXER (4 BT AT HIEIAIG) .



Can I ask the examiner if I don’t understand the question(s) in the writing test?

Several candidates report trying this and every time they have not been helped at all by the invig-
ilators ( = the people who hand out and collect the test papers). Note that these invigilators
may not even be examiners !

MREAEMREIERE , AR EED?
A LA RN B 20 d X — 0k B W5 AR (B R IRBFBGR S ) #8E F
B WHEREE AR —ERES T

What should I do if I need extra pencils and/or paper?

Raise your hand and ask an invigilator. Do not disturb others by asking aloud.
MREFEGIMNOREN/ K, ZELH?

HFRMHE AR AERFERE, ARITHRAA

Can I use some paper for making notes?

You can use the question paper. You are not permitted to write on any paper, except the ques-
tion paper and the answer sheet. If you do or if you try to you may be considered to be cheat-
ing.

AT AELR E(ELIZNG?

AT AFE IR AR EAFEIC, R R RBTER BB AR 57, HMR—EAR . WHRK
FEHAA 57 (SO FE AL L EF) , W RES LAMERGEAL

What happens if I write less than the minimum number of words?

You can expect to receive a lower score than if you had written the minimum. Presu‘mably,
UCLES have investigated how many words would be required to write a reasonably developed
answer for Task 1 and for Task 2. If your answer is shorter than that minimum, you have proba-
bly not developed the data into a report (or information into a letter) (Task 1) or not included
sufficient arguments, ideas and evidence (Task 2).

MRFHABLER?

FHRARBH CE—E 2 BB BARTF A SRR MK 7T LURAR, SUBF K2 07 % % 5
Z—EWELE -RMNAEFLEM Task 1 fl Task 2 XHERMFTEZKORIE. 0RMRKSC
BEFBORIABNBARE K , 8t Task 1 M5 , RA] BERA WA BIRE A B RAHITA
B EREAPME; 8L Task 2 i 5 , AT B/ IE AL WA AHE A 2 o




UCLES publishes the meanings of the overall band scores given to students who take IELTS.
These are available, for example, on the official IELTS website. (For a list of this and other
useful websites, see Appendix 2). In the listening and reading modules, the band score is deter-
mined purely by the number of correct answers. UCLES does not publicly specify what the crite-
ria are for the writing and speaking modules, but it is possible to get a general idea by examining
the overall band scores. Whilst it is possible to receive a half band score for the listening and
reading modules and also for the overall result, writing and speaking scores are given as whole
bands only.

T FE R B SCER SR R 2ty 1K 2 B2 A A0, T LASE FE REVE T o0 3ol LAt P sty 2
(RHKPIHETE S LB 5 2) o EWT 301 B8 B 43 9 2% 1 v, 1943 58 4 ey TE 0 25 58 1) 30 R A
SE o SUBF KT %R T AW A A B YRR EHE RS i BAAAR o, (@ B 52 85T 2
S, SR TT ARAS— N REENR . W I FIBIEEERSMA 0.5 20, BAEFI AR B A .

“Has fully operational command of the language : appropriate, accurate and fluent with complete
understanding. ”

“HESS B AnHis A 5 S 1A R AR AR JCER

A candidate will score band 9 for the writing module if the English they produce fulfils the re-
quired task completely. The writing will basically be perfect in terms of organization, method of
expression, grammar and/or vocabulary, and it will get the message across extremely fluently,
appropriately and accurately, throughout the entirety of the two tasks.

4 S PR IR SR A RE W R B VR ER AT 3R 9 4y HOCEAEH A KK T
YRR - 3EACSE 3, T ELE R4 A0 B A rh , 25 4 [ IR A AR REAR LR W 16 4 0 HE A 3t
f&isfE B

“Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional unsystematic inaccuracies
and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may occur in unfamiliar situations. Handles complex de-
tailed argumentation well. ”

“HEAE B IS FRIE S LR M/RTEIE & B AR AR OFE i) PR AW 1R 1] BB
HIEABBN GG . RBBFREE S TR

A candidate will score band 8 for the writing module if the English they produce fulfils the re-

\

quired tasks at a very high level. The writing will be almost perfect in terms of organization,

4



