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Abstract

More than 500 inscribed bamboo slips of Han times were discovered and unearthed by the
staff of the Institute of Archaeology of the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region during the period
from 1999 to 2002 at Ejina Banner, the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region when they
investigated the Han beacon tower sites. Therefore these slips were called Ejina Bamboo Slips
following the discovery site. The paraphrase of these slips were undertaken cooperatively by
experts as follows: Mr Xie Guihua from the Center for Bamboo and Silk Documents Studies,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Mr Li Junming from the Institute of Archaeology of China,
Mr Baiyinchagan from the Inner Mongolia Normal University and Mr Wei Jian from the Institue
of Archaeology of the Inner Mongolia Autonumous Region. These bamboo slips were the third
significant discovery since Juyan bamboo slips had been unearthed for the first time from 1930
through 1931, for the second time from 1972 through 1982. Ejina bamboo slips cover bamboo
strips(jian) ,two columns (liang-hang) wooden tablets(du) , polyhedral wooden prisms(gu) .
sealing strips(jian) ,title tags(jie) setc. » according to the materials, shapes and functions. It is
remarkable that two bound documents were kept integrally, especially one of them was still tied
together by several sets of intertwined strings., thus preserving the original appearance of bound
document very well. Most Ejina bamboo slips can be dated to the period from the middle Former
Han dynasty to the early Latter Han dynasty. The earliest date is the third year of Shenjue in
the reign of Emperor Xuan(59 B. C.). and the latest date is the fourth year of Jianwu in the
reign of Emperor Guangwu(28 A.D.). Itis possible that very few of the remaining slips can be
dated to the middle Latter Han dynasty based on the form of calligraphy. The contents of Ejina
bamboo slips are similar with those of previous Juyan slips, that is, mainly administrative
documents, which relate to the affairs of politics, economy and culture of Han times. In
addition, these slips also provide some fresh data, such as the imperial edicts regarding
ascending the throne, granting titles to the Chanyu of Xiongnu, and administrative statutes
issued by Emperor Wang Mang which were first unearthed; the books of post stations and
mileage from Jingyang to Gaoping and other places, which relate to historical geography, can
be compared with their counterparts of Juyan slips; the name books, bonds, and contracts and
so on are greatly different from previous slips, thus having great value for academic research. In
addition, the slips contain some remnants of Yan Zi, Tian Zhang » Cang Jie,Chinese medical
prescriptions, and mantic texts and so on.

This publication is composed of archaeological report on excavation and investigation
involved, photographs of relics and bamboo slips, the paraphrase into traditional characters,

textual research on slips and index.
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