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Abstract

With the guidance of historical materialism and the scientific
concept of development and in accordance with the construction
of agriculture extension discipline and the practical requirements
of agriculture extension, the features, characteristics and
historical path of China’s ancient and modern agricultural
extension activities were traced in this book, based on the
studies of theoretical and practical studies on agriculture
extension both in China and abroad. In the book, agriculture
extension was regarded as a social undertaking which was arose
and developed from agriculture and serve agriculture. The
authors believe that the social development differs in regions and
stages, and at different historical stages, the agriculture
productivity is different, and in different countries and regions,
the concept, contents, techniques, manner and methodology of
agriculture extension are different because the policy, economy,
social and cultural background are different. However, their
essence is identical that is to serve the agriculture and rural
development of the local region.

Taking a bread view of the history of Chinese agriculture
civilization, the authors think that the “advising peasants” and
“cropping education” activities at the agricultural community is
the origin of China’s agricultural extension, and is the basis for
the long time continuation of the administrative and the technical

agriculture extension system. China’s agriculture extension
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education started from the period of 1920-~1930, when a group
of scholars studied and draw the experience of agriculture
extension from western countries and initiated grass root
education and rural construction movement. But, it was not
until the 1980s of the 20% century after China’s reform and
opening to the outside world that the agriculture extension was
brought into the track of scientific research At the new stage of
developing socialist new countryside, building a well-off society
and accelerating coordinated development of urban and rural
areas, the concept, system, manner and method of agriculture
extension have to be reformed. However, the reform must
follow the objective laws of agriculture and agricultural
extension, and the basic concept of narrow agriculture
extension, broad agriculture extension, modern agriculture
extension and the Chinese characteristics of agriculture extension
must be clear. We also need to understand the difference and
linkage between these basic concepts and the concept of
agriculture technical development, rural development, rural
education, transference of agriculture technology, agriculture
industrialization, and rural social service. It was proposed to
carry out market and farmer-oriented extension through a
bottom-up process, and to understand and reform China’s
agriculture extension with world vision by clarifying the function
of government, enterprises, and social organizations.

In the book, the authors re-examined the basic principles of
agriculture extension such as diffusion of agricultural innovation,
agricultural extension education, the framework models,
administrative intervention, participatory development and

farmer’s behavior change. The authors also summarized the
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research results of scholars both at home and abroad in these
fields. The authors believe that the theory of agriculture
innovation diffusion is the basic theory of agriculture extension,
and the change of farmer behavior is mainly to increase farmer’s
adopting rate to new innovation, while the function of
education, administrative intervention and participatory
development is to improve efficiency of technology, knowledge
and information dissemination by various kinds of means. The
objective of accelerating the transfer of agricultural science and
technology is to address the operation mechanism for effective
transfer of the agriculture technology from lab to farm field.

In the book, the authors pointed out the extreme
importance of personnel training and development of agricultural
human resources of rural areas in agriculture extension, and
analyzed the education function of agriculture extension,
believing that the agricultural extension education has the
functions of remedy, alternative, complementary, adaptation,
public relation, efficiency, fair and democracy. At present,
agriculture extension education mainly targeted to village
leaders, township enterprises managers, rural technical
personnel, demonstration households, specialized households,
rural women and off-farm labor to industries. The authors
analyzed the emergence and development of service-oriented
agriculture extension, and proposed the specific content and
methods of agricultural extension in agricultural industrialization
and social services.

In the process of transferring China’s conventional
agriculture into modern agriculture, development and innovation

of agriculture extension must be ensured by legislation and
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institutional mechanism, the national administrative extension
system must be reformed, including ascribing extension
institution with public welfare status, strengthening advisory
service of agriculture extension by application of IT technology,
creating learning-oriented agricultural extension organization
through knowledge management. At present, in the process of
transferring traditional agriculture to modern agriculture, the
Association of Science and Technology, Communist Youth
League, Women’s Federations, Supply and Marketing and
Materials Units, professional cooperatives and enterprises are
playing a role in agriculture extension in China. Along with the
development of agriculture marketing, the role of enterprises
and market will be further increased. Therefore, to create
demonstration farms and high-tech park running with enterprise
management model, to promote partnership between public and
private agriculture extension organizations and the combination
of research, education and extension to form a new and
diversified agriculture extension system led by governmental non-
profit institutions with participation of various non-governmental
organizations, are most needed for reform.

Aiming at the problems in the discipline orientation and
identification of research objects of agriculture extension, the
authors think that agricultural extension is an applied, practical
science, and it is a science on studying the law and methods for
rapidly dissemination of agriculture innovation and technology to
agriculture, rural areas and farmers. The studies on extension
manner and methods, system and mechanism innovation, legal
and institutional assurance are more important than pure

theoretical researches. It was proposed that at the new
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development stage, agriculture extension should take initiatives
to actively serve agriculture diversification, industrialization,
urbanization and farmer intellectualization; to serve the
transform of traditional agriculture into modern agriculture by
application of new and high technology; to serve the
improvement of agriculture efficiency, the increase of farmer’s
income, and rural development; to serve the constructing of
socialist new countryside, building of well-off society and

harmonious society.
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