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Preface

The Xichuan Engraving containing the masterpieces and essence of engraving of Xichuan is to be printed,
which is a great event worth celebrating in our county's cultural life.

Xichuan, whose people are hardworking and brave, is a place with beautiful scenery and a long history
deeply rooted in rich antient culture. Since the 1950s,the engraving producers of Xichuan, with deep feelings
to their country and hometown, have taken the native persons and things as objects to produce many exquisite
and pi que works of engraving using the xyl These i having the rich flavor of life,
rich local colors and distinctive style of the age, depict vividly the natural scenery of Xichuan and keep a
record of the pgople's working and living scenes. Each time they are appreciated, joyful feelings arise sponta-

neously in my mind.

Nowadays, in Xichuan, where the worldwide-attention-attracting Head Gate of the middle-route project for
South-to-North Water Divertion is located, all'the cadres and the masses have seized the good but very rare
opportunity to have Xichuan's ly well d ped, p ing the rapid devel of kinds of social
causes in this county. Xichuan, the birthplace of Danchu Ancient Culture, is undergoing unprecedented changes.
Here, I hope every literary and art workers can keep in step with the times and plunge into the thick of life in
hopes of producing more and more intellectual products having a permanent fascination, which can enrich the
masses' cultural life and promote the ion of spiritual civilization in Xichuan.

Finally, I am honored to represent all the people in Xichuan to express my sincere thanks to the engraving

producers whose works are collected in the book and people concerned who offered help to the book.

CuiJun
The County Magistrate of Xichuan
People’s Government
December,2004
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Exquisite Works of Art Nourished by Danjiang River

In the year 1979 when I was working in Fine Art Department of Henan University, I often saw in newspapers or magazines engraving
works by Zhang Xuekun and Li Guofu (his pseudonym Gefu) who published their works one after another. Every time I was always lost
in admiration of their successes, I really desired to compare notes with them. In 1982 when a deliberative assembly held by Fine Art
Association of Henan province in Zhengzhou, we had a good chance (o get together. After that, I came to Xichuan with the two experi-
enced masters to collect birchleaf pear wood and make preparations for organizing the major in engraving for Henan University. In the
duration, I watched for myself them produce engraving works. While doing the conception or engraving, they made every effort o keep
improving their works. Although they both worked in Xichuan County's Cultural Center and were busy dealing with many trifles every
day. they always took along their sketch books, making a sketch of a place wherever they arrived, On coming back, they went on with
their engraving deep into night.

Where there is a will, there is a way. At last they produced a number of engraving works enjoying nationwide reputation, which
attracted the attention of producers of this trade. It is unusual in Henan province that it is not only producing works assicuously for
themselves but also their personally training a number of new engraving workers in their sparc time that made a new group of engraving
producers in Xichuan come into being. I often taught my students engraving art taking their works as models. At that time, I wished one
day 0 get their engraving works collected and published in order tht the later generation could enjoy them, In my opinion, it is also a great
honor to peaple in Xichuan. Today, my dream has come true£with the help of the Literature and Art Association of Xichuan county, the
collection of Xichuan Engraving has come out, which is really a joyous occasion.

The natural environment and climate in a place support the native people . Xichuan, which was the birthplace of Chuguo's ancestors in
Pre-gin Period, is nowadays the site of the Head Gate of the middle-route project for South-to-North Water Divertion . Her native charm-
ing sight and folk customs are depicted and enthusiastically eulogized in the producers' engraving works. Their artistic style incarnates not
only the simplicity and firmness of people in the north of China but also the limpidity, sprightliness beauty and lyricalness of Danjiang
River. They are like lyricism music and idyl. They are prosaic but elegant and are complete combination of truth, kindness and beauty.
Now. let's open the collection to appreciate each of the beautiful engraving works and have a comfortable enjoyment.

Dongxu
written in Zhengzhou University
October 24th,2004
P.S.
The author is a member of Union of China Artists , a director of China Wood A iation, a

member of China Library book llecting Art Ce ission and a profe of Zhengzhou University.
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