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Preface

It is common knowledge that reading is the primary input channel for adult learners
of a foreign language. Extensive reading can ensure adequate language input and fast,
efficient learning. Therefore, both language researchers and teachers emphasize large
amount of reading in addition to classroom learning.

Regrettably, well designed and appropriately graded reading materials for second-
language learners are hard to come by. Aware of the shortage, the Foreign Language
Teaching and Research Press initiated in 2007 the compilation of Reading China, a
series of readers tailored to the diverse needs of learners at different levels of Chinese
proficiency. The readers feature fun stories of present-day China, with introductions on
Chinese history, culture and everyday life.

This series can be used as in-class or after-class reading materials because every
book from the series is brief in content and has a small amount of exercises. There are
altogether five levels in the series, each consisting of several volumes. Please refer to
the table below for specific data:

Length of Texts Number of ; ! :
Vocabulary Prior Chinese Learning
(words) Texts
1 100~ 150 500 25 Three months (160 credit hours)
2 150 ~ 300 1000 2> Half a year (320 credit hours)
3 300 ~ 550 2000 25 One year (640 credit hours)
4 200 — 780 3500 20 Two years (1280 credit hours)
5 700 ~ 1200 5000 18 Three years (1920 credit hours)




Other language versions of the series, such as Japanese, Korean, Spanish, German,
French, Italian and Russian, will come off the press soon to facilitate the study of
Chinese learners with these language backgrounds.

Each book of the series includes the following modules:

1. Pre-reading—Lead-in. This part has one or two interesting warming-up questions,
which function as an introduction to a new text. Teachers can develop their own class
introductions on the basis of Lead-in.

2. Reading—Texts, Side Notes and Illustrations. Side Notes provide equivalents and
explanations for new words and expressions to help learners better understand the text.
This part also keeps the degree of difficulty of the texts within reasonable bounds so
that learners can read them at a reasonable speed. Illustrations are another highlight of
the series. They help learners take in at a glance the key sentences and main ideas of
the texts.

3. After-reading—Language Points, Exercises and Cultural Tips. The Language
Points part hammers home the meaning and usage of important words and expressions,
or grammar points in one of the sentences from the text. Two follow-up example
sentences, usually with words, expressions or linguistic contexts from previous texts,
are given to help learners “gain new insights through review of old materials”. In
Exercises, a small amount of questions, choice questions, true or false questions
and cloze tests, are designed to check learners’ comprehension of the texts without
spoiling the fun of reading. In Cultural Tips, background information is provided as
supplementary reading materials. (Some are related to the texts and some are just
general information about Chinese culture, history and geography.)

Reading China stands out among similar readers because of the following features:

1.User-friendlyness: “Reading should be as easy as possible”, a principle
consistently followed by the compilers, through strict control of the number of new

words and expressions in each text, the Side Notes, the translations given in Language



Points and Cultural Tips, illustrations and pictures.

2. Diversity and fun: The compilers have taken great pains in choosing interesting
stories because “interest is the best teacher”. We also try to cater to foreign students’
reading preferences by analyzing their learning expectations on the basis of our
teaching experience and surveys. Firstly, a wide range of topics is included to sustain
the freshness of reading. The stories touch upon many aspects of Chinese life. In some
cases, similarities and differences between Chinese and foreign cultures are compared
and analyzed to give learners a realistic idea about contemporary China and improve
their cross-cultural communication ability. Secondly, different writing genres and
styles are selected, such as narrations, instructions, argumentations, letters, poems,
mini-stories, etc. In this way, learners can fully appreciate the charm of the Chinese
language.

3. Practicality: Many texts are closely related to foreign students’ life in China and
contain practical information about studying, living, traveling and working in China.

4. Listening materials: CDs are provided for each book of the series. Integration of
audio input through listening and visual input through reading will further improve
learning results.

In the course of our compilation work, we have benefited a great deal from the
expertise of Mr. Liu Songhao, an expert in teaching Chinese reading and an excellent
teacher of Chinese as a second language. Mr. Wei Chongxin, Ms. Zhang Xiaohui, and
Ms. Wu Lijun from the School of Chinese Language and Literature of the Beijing
Foreign Studies University have served as highly supportive consultants. Quite a few
other colleagues at SCLL, especially Dr. Ma Xiaodong, have provided many inspiring
suggestions. Our heartfelt gratitude goes to the directors and editors of the FLTRP
Chinese Publishing Division, in particular Li Caixia, Zhou Wei, Li Yang, Zhuang
Jingjing and Yan Lina, for their contribution to the planning and compilation of this

series. We also wish to thank more than ten postgraduate students of the years 2006 and



2007 at BFSU for their help in collecting materials.
We would greatly appreciate suggestions and comments from learners and teachers
of Chinese as a second language and would accordingly improve the books in the

future. Contact information: zhuyong1706(@gmail.com.

Zhu Yong
January, 2009
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1 JURZ (Nuoberér Jidng)
n. the Nobel prize

%153 (huddézhd) n.
winner

B2 (juhub) v
gather, get together
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C‘P XRR®E Reading China

12

anguage Points

- 1. CERBIFEIRET.
feel H The journalist felt surprised.
“‘BE”, A, BB HER.
“BXF” is a verb which means “feel”.
(1) MXKRT, 4XF LA B4R,
(2) EIF ARG L FAARAST, ABIEF G,

SR 2. BEE, ASMBERAN, HN—EHhLANBEENEA,
in fact SRS L2 A A T ST,

In fact, most scientists believe that the most important things they have
learnt in life are the good habits taught by their kindergarten teachers.

“BEET, RARNME-ANELRRE.

“ZE 3L _E” is used to introduce a fact.

(1) AMMERERABAMRER, FEE, NLFHRR
RO,

(2) BEARMFE I EAMRET T, EFELRLLH,

Exercises

1. ¥IBFIEIR. True or false.

(1) BB AES)LE BB TREHIMR. C )
(2) ZHILEHBZINFRERNFERERAHS. ()
(3) MEFERBEILLEARARE, « )
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2. HAETEMESE. Choose the correct answer.

(1) WRRERBHNABREENRERE () 238,

A R B. i C. /N - D.%JLHE
(2) MTZEARMEE, BEEB/MR () .
A &2t B. X C. 5.0 D. B4R

(3) () ARELJLEFFR.
A EHOHFRBEZSENK B RETERT
C. EWAERBIARIZRAE D. f§ T EEHK

The Nobel Prize

WHARAERUmRELLER, TR, U HBEGRPALRBER - HERE
JUR (1833—1896 & ) y MA M A £y, ERURERAEEARERTZ —,
WIREBNRANE, L%, ABREY¥ X¥RMTEIRA,
EXHREFEEFRA,

The Nobel prize, one. of the world’s most important prizes in science,

: was founded in part by the legacy of Alfred Bernhard Nobel (1833—1896), the

famous Swedish chemist, industrialist, and inventor of nitroglycerine. Initially,
there were only awards for achievements in physics, chemistry, physiology or
medicine, literature and peace. Later, prizes for other subjects, like economics,

| were added.
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