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Preface

Footprints of Youth

These are the footprints my beloved daughter Fei left
when she was growing up. At the age of sixteen, she went to
Australia to continue her school education. As a father, at
the moment she departed me, I could not bear the thought of
parting with her since she has been around me all these
years. I can only console myself with the idea that Internet
would bring us together as ever.

After Fei went abroad, she almost emailed me every-
day, which made us feel that we were still near each other in
the global village. This book is a collection of these emails
from Fei to me, her friends and her teachers, from which we
can trace her growing experience in her frank and plain de-
scription. She proved to us that she became mature in a short
time. She has been so curious about everything she experi-
enced there: her independent life, the exotic world, the spe-
cial way of language teaching and local customs. She bought
her medicine in a cosmetic shop and learned English in playing,
etc. In her innocent eyes, she always found something new
in what adults took for granted. And she showed her great
imagination when she designed an advertisement for a battery
brand, which said, “Wow! Even the moon is using our

battery!” What a fabulous idea!



One grows up after many experiences. Here she recor-
ded her experiences in Australia. Although they were some
trifle matters, they always reminded me of my childhood. It
is true that we have different ways of dealing with things be-
cause of our different background, but the sense of responsi-
bility remained the same, which, to me, is a great relief and
comfort.

The words in the essays are plain but sincere, precious
without any polish. 1 am afraid that such comments from her
father may flatter her, but it is a natural feeling.

Maybe after some years she will feel that these words are
too open and straightforward, then she will be reluctant to
mention her experience when she was young since many re-
nowned writers did so after they succeeded. One example is
Lun Xun, a well-known Chinese writer, who remarked that
many writers would exclude or even burn their works they did
very young when they decided to have a selection of their
works: They would rather conceal the part in their early years
for fear that it would hurt their dignity though Mr. Lu Xun
also expressed the same feeling.

However, if they did not leave the writings to us, how
could we later generations know what had happened to them

and their feelings? As testimony of old times, they should be



preserved. In this sense, I believe, my Fei, would not regret

confessing her feelings here. These are her footprints of

youth.
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