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BN, THREAR?

sian elephants, once found throughout the forests of
southern' Asia, now number less than 50,000. Today,
there are ten times as many African elephants as Asian
elephants. The main reason for this drop is the loss? of the ani-
mals’ habitat. As trees are cut down to make land free for
farming* and houses, the elephants are being pushed® into smaller
areas of forest.
The World Wildlife Fund says there are only about ten groups
of Asian elephants with populations of more than a thousand. A
smaller population means less variety® in the elephants’ genes’
making them less able to fight sickness®. Their only hope for
survival’® is for us to share the land so we can live together in

harmony'’.
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Vocabulary

1. southern [sndon]  odj EEIEBHY. BT REEN
2. loss [los] n E& o EL
3. habitat [haebiteet] n (FHEDMN) £ GFHE,
4. farming [fa:min] n NEB, #H{E
5. push [puf] v. #HF. BB

6. variety [ve'raisti] =n Fh, ZHEM

7. gene [d3i:n] . e

8. sickness ['siknis] n BN, KR

9. survival  [sevaivall n 47, FH e
10.harmony [ha:meni] «» F0iE, BA

dad il ek dpk e SRS Sl Sdild RS ol

ShRYlG)

REH

THRZTEMNKBEERGFRANY, HBEER. BEESH3.2X,
BiASH, AHTHEZBAURNEETY. RETH X, TR
rHEHYZ—. BR—EBELERIPY.

TMREBERERARAT. TATHRMNER, BREEFERME
ZF17. THRMRERK BXEEIEH00AFTHFMEER. Hit, R
ZEBIRHBRIRRERYHKE. W T4EF, FESKEFEIBE2
DNES, FNREE2 406,

AHEEDRARFP XA =LARTHRRAEBNNHTRAT, E4F
300 ZAAR, XthBHADWFEERANRP B ENDRIRMNILER, 7
BEEX LG UETE.

NI\

pegr & v w..mé



espite their resemblance’ to tiny horses and their mis-

leading name, seahorses are not a type of horse that

lives in the sea. They are, in fact, a type of tropical®
or subtropical fish.

Seahorses are unusual in that, aside from their unique shape,
and they have very long tails. They use their tails to amchor?
themselves to coral* branches and sea grasses.

Another unusual feature® of seahorses is that the male has
an incubation® pouch, a bag for carrying babies, on the front of
his body. In the mating process, a male grabs onto a female by
the tail and invites her to put eggs into his pouch. He then re-
leases sperm’ into his pouch to fertilize® the eggs. The em-
bryos’ develop in the male’s pouch and, after a few weeks, baby

seahorses swim out. Talk about altering'® the traditional roles

nting!
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BLEAATE T MREXHIMNE, BETLBRL, BSHENENEIWRE
FRE—, TEiAUAETAREDEREESFERNLE. Nh/LFE
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Vocabulary }
1. resemblance [rizemblaens] n» #H{L, U
2. tropical ['tropikl] adj. #Hw Y
3. anchor  [enka] v BEE, BE
4. coral ['koral] n
5. feature [fi:tfa] n AL,
6. incubation [inkju'beifan] n % 1k
| 7. sperm [spa:m] n kE T
| 8. fertilize [fo:tilaiz] v 2
9. embryo [embriau] n  FRBS

10. alter ~ [a:lte] v BZ




iven impressive-sounding names like
“Portuguese man-of-war,” jellyfish are
certainly respected and feared by

humans. Not exactly a fish and lacking a spine!’
this creature has a single body cavity? or mouth.
Any food consumed passes through this open-
ing and so do undigested remains being expelled®.
A jellyfish’s tentacles* which can exceed 30
meters in length, drag through the sea and cap-
ture any prey® that may be in their path. Special
cells that line the tentacles then fire small “ar-
rows” into the victim, paralyzing® it with a poi-
son toxic enough to freeze even a human. The
unfortunate prey is then drawn into the jellyfish’s

mouth.
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Possessing’ neither blood nor brain, jellyfish
are primarily filled with a jelly-like substance®
loaded with nerve cells that help them navigate’
the seas. These cells detect light and touch, and
then pass this information on to muscle cells.

In all its simplicity'® the jellyfish has existed
for more than 600 million years with little change.
Perhaps the jellyfish is indeed nature’s perfect

beast.
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any people enjoy eating fried eel, but few stop to think

about the life of this unique fish. There are hundreds of

different species' of eel, all of which can be roughly di-
vided? into two groups according to their habitat salt water and
freshwater.

Despite living in different waters, all eels spawn? in the sea. This
means some freshwater eels migrate* great distances to reach their
saltwater destinations®. Biologists have discovered® freshwater eels
from North American and European rivers and lakes gathering’ as far

as the middle of the Atlantic Ocean during late summer. Once the eels




arrive, the females lay their eggs and the males
fertilize them. The adult eels then die there.
The next spring a new generation is born in
the ocean. Those European and North American
young then return to their respective® coasts to

begin the unusual life cycle of the eel anew.

Vocabulary

1. species ['spi:fiz] v. (HE¥=zh
YH)

2. divide [di'vaid] v. X5, 5FF

3. spawn [spa:n] v (B8, %)
7= B

4. migrate [mai'greit, 'maigreit] » T #E, #&ah

5. destination [.desti'neifan] n B H

6. discover [dis'’kava] v B, &%

7. gather ['geedo] v BE. K&

8. respective [ris'pektiv] ai. THE. FEB
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ctopuses are fascinating' animals. Commonly weigh-

ing more than 20 kilograms, and with arms over a meter

long, octopuses are fast swimmers and strong fighters.
They have eight arms, and the ability to grow back any arm they
happen to lose. Octopuses can also change their skin color, turn-
ing from inky-black to bright red or green in a single second.

Being incredibly? flexible® octopuses can fit through spaces
that are the same size as their eyeballs. Many a person who has
had a pet octopus may have, at one time or another, thought that
their pet had escaped, only to be surprised at finding it hiding
somewhere in the fish tank.

Besides being favored as pets, octopuses are also popular
because they are quite tasty. But before you dig in to that next
juicy piece of octopus, consider this: In recent years, measures
of their intelligence have placed* the octopus among the laureate
of the marine animal world.

It is now known that the octopus has an amazing® ability to
learn. Researchers have demonstrated® that octopuses can re-

move lids from jars to get at food, and find their way through



complicated’” mazes.

Octopuses can learn by observing®. With a
system involving® reward and punishment, sci-
entists in [taly trained a group of octopuses to
attack red balls in an aquarium containing'® both
red and white balls. The scientists let another
group of octopuses watch. Later, when the ob-
serving group was shown red and white balls,

they went for the red ones.

An octopus’ ability to change color may be
more than just an interesting trait. Scientists now
think that these color changes might be a form
of communication between the animals. Scien-
tists are studying this behavior, and in the future,
we may learn that octopuses can in fact “talk”.
What would an octopus likely say if it could speak
to a human? Perhaps something like “put down

the fork, please!”

Vocabulary
\
1. fascinate ~ [feesineit] ey K, o EE, RSl
2. incredibly “ [in'kredeblil afv.  HWWEREH. TE#H
3. flexible ~ [fleksabl] adj. S5, BEBEWNH
4. place [P@?J, v. FE, Ew
5. amazing ['meizin] _adj. SABREHN
6. demonstrate [demenstreit] o . IERH, X ¥
7. complicated [komplikeitid]  adj. SN
8. observe [ebZzarv] 0. M £
9. involve ~ [in'valv] v. B BER
10.contain [ken'tein] ¢ Ba, B
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any people say that life is a journey. And there is no

better example of this than the life of green sea turtles.
Shortly after the time they hatch! these unique? ani-
mals begin their travels.

Life for green sea turtles begins underground in eggs buried?
in sand. Once they hatch, the turtles make a quick dash for the
ocean. And the quicker, the better: During the short trip, many are
unlucky enough to be eaten by birds, crabs, and other animals.

For the lucky ones, the next 3 to 10 years are spent floating*
around in the open sea, where the currents carry them far and
wide. Once they are grown, they move to adult feeding grounds.

These are the places where the turtles will spend the rest of their




