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0>Pre-reading

Answer the following questions before reading the passage.

1. What do you know about “the American dream”?

2. Do you think children from the bottom quarter of the socioeconomic scale can
move up to the top quarter when they grow up? Why or why not?

76%
Waking Up from the American Dream

-
by Aaron Ber ”S

Dead-end jobs and the bigh cost of college could be choking off upward mobility.

(1] There has been much talk recently of the “Wal-Martization” of America, a
reference to the giant retailer’s fervent attempts to keep its costs—and therefore its
prices—at rock-bottom levels. But for years, even during the 1990s boom, much of
Corporate America had already embraced Wal-Mart-like stratagems to control labor
costs, such as hiring temps and part-timers, fighting unions, dismantling internal career
ladders and outsourcing to lower-paying contractor at home and abroad.

[2] While these tactics have the admirable outcome of holding down consumer
prices, they’re costly in other ways. More than a quarter of the labor force, about 34
million workers, is trapped in low-wage, often dead-end jobs, according to a new
book entitled Low-Wage America: How Employers Are Reshaping Opportunity in the
Workplace. Many middle-income and high-skilled employees face fewer opportunities,
too, as companies shift work to subcontractors and temp agencies and move white-
collar jobs to China and India.

{3] The result has been an erosion of one of America’s most cherished values: giving

its people the ability to move up the economic ladder over their lifetimes. Historically, .
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most Americans, even low-skilled ones, were able to find poorly paid janitorial or factory
jobs, then gradually climb into the middle class as they gained experience and moved
up the wage curve. But the number of workers progressing upward began to slip in
the 1970s, when the post World War Il productivity boom ran out of steam. Upward
mobility diminished even more in the 1980s as globalization and technology slammed
blue-collar wages.

[4] Many experts expected the trend to reverse as productivity rebounded during
the heated economy of the 1990s. Certainly, there were plenty of gains. The long decline
in pay rates turned around as supertight labor markets raised the wages of almost
everyone. College enrollment boomed, too, and home ownership shot up, extending
the American dream to more families. Low interest rates and higher wages allowed
even those on the bottom to benefit. There was even a slight decline in the ranks of the
very poorest families, as measured by asset wealth—those with a net worth of less than
$5,000—according to a study by New York University economics professor Edward N.
Wolff. '

[5] But new research suggests that, surprisingly, the best economy in 30 years did
little to get America’s vaunted upward mobility back on track. The new studies, which
follow individuals and families over many years, paint a paradoxical picture: Even as the
U.S. economy was bursting with wealth in the 1990s, minting dot-com millionaires by
the thousands, conventional companies were cutting the middle out of career ladders,
leaving fewer people able to better their economic position over the decade.

[6] During the 1990s, relative mobility—that is, the share of Americans changing
income quintiles in ahy direction, up or down—slipped by two percentage points, to
62%, according to an analysis of decade long income trends through 2001 by Jonathan D.
Fisher and David S. Johnson, two economists at the Bureau of Labor Statistics. While two
points may not sound like much, it’s bad news given how much progress might have
been made amid explosive growth. Essentially, says University of Chicago economics
professor and Nobel laureate James J. Heckman, “The big finding in recent years is that
the notion of America being a highly mobile society isn’t as true as it used to be.”

[7] In fact, according to a study by two Federal Reserve Bank of Boston economists
that analyzed families’ incomes over three decades, the number of people who stayed
stuck in the same income bracket—be it at the bottom or at the top—over the course
of a decade actually increased in the 1990s. So, though the bottom lifted pay rates for
janitors and clerks by as much as 5% to 10% in the late 1990s, more of them remained
janitors or clerks; fewer worked their way into better-paying positions. Imelda Roman,
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for one, makes about $30,000 a year as a counselor at a Milwaukee nonprofit—barely
more than the $27,000 or so, after inflation adjustments, that the 33-year-old single
mom earned as a school-bus driver more than 10 years ago. Says Roman, who hopes to
return to college to improve her prospects: “It’s hard to find a job with a career ladder
these days, and a B. A. would be an edge.”

(8] What Roman faces is an economy that is slowly stratifying along class lines.
Today, upward mobility is determined increasingly by a college degree that’s attainable
mostly by those whose parents already have money or education. Problem is, that
all-important sheepskin is out of reach for most students from low-income families.
Although college enrollment has soared for higher-income students, more children
from poor families can only afford to go to community college, which typically don’t
offer bachelor’s degrees. The number of poor students who get a degree—fewer
than 5% in 2001—has barely budged in 30 years, according to an analysis of Census
Bureau data by Thomas G. Morcenson, who published an education newsletter from
Oskaloosa, Iowa. _

[9] In turn, the lack of mobility for those who don’t or can’t get a degree is putting
a lid on the intergenerational progress that has long been a mainstay of the American
experience. Last year,' Wichita State University sociology professor David W Wright and
two colleagues updated a classic 1978 study that looked at how sons fared according
to the social and economic class of their fathers. Defining class by a mix of education,
income and occupation, they found that sons from the bottom three quarters of the
socioeconomic scale were less likely to move up in the 1990s than in the 1960s. Just
10% of sons whose fathers were in the bottom quarter had made it to the top quarter
by 1998, the authors found. By contrast, 23% of low-class sons had done so by 1973,
according to the earlier study. Similarly, only 51% of sons whose fathers belonged to the
second-highest quarter equaled or surpassed the economic standing of their parents in
the 1990s. In the 1960s, 63% did.

[10] That’s the pattern Michael A. McLimans and his family follows. Now 33, with
two young children, the New Holland (Pa.) resident has spent the past decade working
at pizza chains such as Domino’s and Pizza Hut. He made it to assistant manager but
found that he could more, $9 to $12 an hour with tips, as a delivery driver. He and
his wife, a hotel receptionist, pull down about $40,000 a year—far from the $60,000
Michael’s father, David I. McLimans, earns as a veteran steelworker. “I wave every dime I
can so my kids can go to college, which neither of us can afford to do,” says Michael.

[11] Restoring American mobility is less a question of knowing what to do than of
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making it happen. Experts have decried schools’ inadequacy for years, but fixing them is
a long, arduous struggle. Similarly, there have been plenty of warnings about declining
college access, but finding funds was difficult even in eras of large surpluses. One radical
approach: that college be treated the way high school is, as a public good paid for by
taxpayers. Presidential candidate Senator John Edwards (D-N.C.) has proposed making
the first year’s tuition free all community and public colleges for any student willing to
work 10 hours a week. That may never happen, but clearly, if the U.S. couldn’t shake off
a creeping rigidity in the best of times, it will take a conscious change to reverse course
now.

(1283 words, from The World of English, March, 2005)

fervent /f3ivont/ adj. showing warmth of feeling; passionate #AFU[), #IFE A

rock-bottom /rok-botom/ n.(w)  lowest point Bk, BIREBE

stratagem /'streetidzom/ n. (¢, ) . (use of a) trick or device to deceive sb. (esp. the enemy in
war) T, fEIT (SRR A LVEIREN )

temp /temp/ n. temporary employee Iififi & 5

dismantle /dis'mantl/ vt. to take away fittings, furnishing, etc. from; to take to pieces

outsource /'aut.isois/ Vi to obtain (goods or a service) by contract from an outside
supplier SMERRIN, SR

contractor /kon'trzkts/ . person, business form, that enters into contracts 37. 3£ A
By, BT, REH

tactic /tektik/ n. expedient; means of achieving an object; strategy; plan or
method for carrying out a policy UK, Hr%

erosion /r'rouzen/ n. (u) wearing away or being worn away 2, JE#h

janitor /dzenits/ n. doorkeeper EI'1H, 15

rebound /ri'baund/ vi. to spring or bounce back after hitting sth. BREl, FH[H

asset /'zset/ n. anything owned by a person, company, etc. that has money
value and that may be sold to pay debts =, ¥¥/™

vaunt /vomt/ vi, vt. to boast k4, &5k

mint /mmt/ vi. to make (coin) by stamping metal; (fig.) invent a word,
phrase, etc. & (&), (M) Al (. FiESH)

L




quintile /kwintail/ »n.
laureate /loaxnt/ n.

bracket /brakit/ n.
counselor /'kaunsslo/ n.

stratify /'straetifar/ v, vi.

sheepskin /[i:pskm/ n.
budge /badz/ vt, vi.

mainstay /'memster/ n.
fare /fes/ vi.
veteran /'vetoran/ n.

decry /drkrav vt

arduous /'a:djuas/ adj.

radical /'redikol/ adj.

reverse /ri'vais/ vt, vi.

© UNIT

Fsrfudk

the poet officially appointed to the Royal Household in
Great Britain 375 A

grouping; classification 432, 28%|

adviser; (in Ireland and US) lawyer Fifa], &3, (FEE/R
2REHR) BIm :

to arrange in strata 2, B &, HEHS; to form
into strata JE Z IR

parchment made from sheep’s skin; (esp. US) diploma
written on such parchment 248, (0% ) HEKKT
W, I

to (cause to) move very little, make the slightest movement;
(fig.) to (cause to) change a position or attitude ( {8 )P4
gh, (M) (fF) R EREE

(fig.) chief support ( My ) FEMZFF

progress; get on &, #, FHF

person who has had much or long experience, esp. as a

soldier £F, E&%E, EX

to try, by speaking against sth.; to make it seem less
valuable, usefull, etc.; to disapprove of 3 M, #E %%, A
R :

(of work) needing and using up much energy; (of a road,
etc.) steep; hard to climb (F§TAE) #A89, RER, (15
HERE) BEIER, MR

advanced in opinions and policies #{#H, BFERMEBUK I
- 6ridi)

to turn (sth.) the other way rotnd or up or inside out; (cause

to) go in the opposite direction X 5, B, B, ({F)

BRI ETEE, (61) BhER
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i the ranks of
:income quintiles

pull down

the large group of B :
(EA . B EWA . HERA. FRIA. fRIZA) EE**!LMIA

AR

earn (money) Wt (£%), KE ( LH . HTHE)

%shake off get rid of /i, P&

- ( Proper Nouns )

Wal-Mart KIRBEAFE, RS- KFEEEYUER

Federal Reserve Bank XEBHE&ET 3':
Domino’s KE R B ESUE, HA145 A Tom Monaghan ¥ ZXKikE 4 §

Pizza Hut

Choose the best

1. “Choking off ” in the subheading can be best replaced by

A. holding back

2. Which of the following statements is NOT mentioned as a stratagem to control labor

costs?

A. Hiring temps and part-timers.

B. Fighting unions.

C. Dismantling internal career ladders.
D. Outsourcing to higher-paying contractor at home and abroad.

saamen 5

RORITIB MO (hut) T 5, |

B — BRI AN RS R, dA L. BT 1960 4, B §
EARN SRS RERIE. i
W REE WEEGHEGUE, 1958 4ER1ST FREMERM, B4l |

answer according to the passage.

B. holding off C. holding out D. holding up
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3. Which of the following statements is true?
A. In the 1990s, more people could better their economic position because of the
economic boom. _
B.In the 1990s, more people could better their economic position because
conventional companies provided more opportunities.
C. In the 1990s, fewer people could better their economic position because of the
recession.
D. In the 1990s, fewer people could better their economic position because
conventional companies were cutting the middle out of career ladders.
4. According to the passage, the notion of America being a highly mobile society

A. is never true B. is always true
C. is not as true as it used to be D. is taken for granted by most Americans
5. According to the passage, which of the following is more and more important in
determining upward mobility in America today?
A. Diploma. B. Family background.
C. Ability. D. Opportunity.
6. According to the passage, which of the following groups of people increased in
number in the 1990s?
A. The lower income bracket.
B. The middle income bracket.
C. The higher income bracket.
D. Those who stayed stuck in the same income bracket.
7. What does the word “sheepskin ” in Line 3, Para. 8 mean?
A. Job. . B. Opportunity.
C. Diploma. D. Position.
8. According to the passage, in the 1990s
A. children from lower-class families were more likely to surpass the economic
standing of their parents than those from rich families
B. children from lower-class families were more likely to surpass the economic
standing of their parents than in the 1970s
C. both lower-class sons and higher-class sons had more opportunities to surpass
the economic standing of their parents than 1970s
D. neither lower-class sons nor high-class sons could surpass the economic standing
of their parents as they did in the 1960s
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9. The example of Michael A. McLimans and his family in Para.10 serves to illustrate

that

A. sons from lower-income families were less likely to surpass their parents’
economic standing in the 1990s than in the 1960s

B. upward mobility is determined increasingly by a college degree today

C. sons from the bottom three quarters of the socioeconomic scale can have better
job than their parents in the 1990s

D. sons from lower-income families made less money than their parents.in the 1990s

10. The passage mainly discusses

A. how to restore American mobility

B. that “American dream” has become history

C. that the lower-class sons can hardly surpass their parents’ economic ladder

D. the reasons that hold back upward mobility in American society

Questions for discussion.

1. What do you think of the upward mobility in China?
2. Does “moving up the economic ladder” mean success? Why or why not?

' N
Identify one of the four choices 4, B, C and D which would best
keep the meaning of the underlined word or phrase.

1. We must bear in mind that different circumstances involve adopting different tactics.
A. attitudes B. anticipations C. strategies D. tricks

2. The amount of water in the reservoir will diminish if the dry season continues.
A. deteriorate B. vanish C. arise D. decrease

3. He vaunted that he had met no real match in chess, but records show otherwise.
A. boasted B. declared C. acknowledged D. confessed

4. You'd better think twice before you go with him for 1 heard that deceit and stratagem
were his specialty. ‘
A. compliment B. trick C. vanity D. commitment

5. Immigrants entering the U.S. at the turn of the century often encountered living
conditions radically different from those they had left behind.
A. apparently B. tragically C. admittedly D. drastically

.
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6. To drive an automobile, you must learn how to manipulate the steering wheel and

pedals.
A. generate B. castigate C. handle D. stipulate
7. The floods were a great calamity to the farmers whose crops and houses were
ruined.
A. bliss B. hazard C. catastrophe D. trifle
8. Hurricanes often devastate the coffee crop, Haiti’s principal export.
A. fracture B. scatter C. destroy D. fertilize
9. From an airplane, the grasslands of the western prairie appear almost as uniform as
a placid sea.
A. fake B. turbulent C. plain D. calm

10. What all sufferers from eating disorders have in common is an obsession with their
own weight and appearance.
A. fascination B. inclination C. association D. indignation

Choose the word or phrase from the four options given that best
completes each of the following sentences.

1. The lumber dealer the use of concrete for houses.
A. decried B. degraded C. advocated D. relinquished
2. Mr. Hopkins was a supporter of justice and he won the trust and respect
of all his friends.
A. ferocious B. fervent C. feeble D. formidable
.3. To his mother’s delight, he an A in algebra by studying hard.
A. pulled in B. pulled up C. pulled down D. pulled off
4. Bad deeds, as well as good, may upon the doer.
A. rebound B. dwell C. provoke D. linger
5. The manager held out bright . to me if I would accept that position.
A, aspects B. prospects C. introspects D. respects

6. The government decided to increase personal income tax in the upper
A. class B. level C. standard D. brackets
7. Things didn’t turn out the way they wished—stocks and bonds continued to
‘ on security exchanges.
A, slip B. skip C. stripe D. scrape
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— 8. Devéloping the mind is important, but developing a is the most precious
gift parents can give their children.
A. consciousness B. conspicuousness
C. constriction D. conscience
9. What punishment does the law for this kind of crime?
A. describe B. prescribe C. proscribe D. ascribe
10. You may not believe it, but Einstein is said to have no for language learning

when he was young.
A. attitude B. appetite C. aptitude D. appropriation

Read the passage through and choose one suitable word or phrase
marked A, B, C or D for each blank in the passage.

Banks are not ordinarily prepared to pay out all accounts; they rely on depositors
not to 1 payment all at the same time. If depositbrs should come to fear that a
bank is not sound, 2 it cannot pay off all its depositors, then that fear might cause
all the depositors to appear on the same day. If they did, the bank could not pay all
accounts. 3, if they did not all appear at once, then there would always be funds to
pay those who wanted their money when they wanted it. Mrs. Elsie Vaught has told us of
a terrifying bank run that she experienced. One day in December of 1925 several banks
failed to open in a city where Mrs. Vaught __4 . The other banks anticipated a run
the next day, and so the officers of the bank in which Mrs. Vaught worked as a teller had
enough funds __ 5 _ hand to pay off as many depositors as might apply. The officers
simply instructed the tellers to pay __ 6  demand. Next morning a crowd gathered
in the bank and on the sidewalk outside. The length of the line __7  many that the
bank could not possibly pay off everyone. People began to push and then to fight for
places near the tellers’ windows. Clothing was torn and limbs broken, but the jam
continued for hours. The power of the "~ 8 atmosphere is evident in the fact that two
tellers, 9  they knew that the bank was _ 10 and could pay out all depositors,
nevertheless withdrew the funds in their own accounts. Mrs. Vaught says that she had
difficulty restraining herself from doing the same.

1. A. demand B. declare C. deposit D. withdraw
2. A. which B. that C. what D. so

q




