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A Study on the Aesthetic Character of Chinese
Classical “Essay”

Ko Ching-Ming
Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

In the tradition of Classical Chinese literature, essays (lun)

were treated as a genre of literature. This research explored the
aesthetic paradigms of the genre “essay” through examination of
traditional Chinese literary theories and analysis of the most famous
works in this genre. And it found out that the formal beauty and
reflection on human destiny were the most important aesthetic
qualities in the “essay” of Six Dynasties period, while the fictional
imagination and narrative elements combined with an expressive tone
were the most important aesthetic qualities in the “essay” after the
Ku-wen Movement.

Keywords: Essay, Literariness, Reflection, Parallel Prose,
Aesthetic Form, Tao, Chi, Ku-wen, Narrative,
Expressive
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