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Zheng Xinmiao

ABSTRACT:

The Gugong was the imperial palace during both the Ming and Ming Dynas-
ties, and the palace structures and the large quantity of antiquities housed
there have determined that the Gugong has an unassailable pre-eminence
and unique position in any research work on the history of the Gugong dur-
ing the Ming Dynasty period. The collections of the Gugong today house
large quantities of Ming Dynasty antiquities {paintings, calligraphy, porce-
lain, jade articles, cloisonné, new bronzes, scholar’s studio objects, carved
bamboo, timber carvings, ivory carvings, seals, garments, furniture, musi-
cal instruments, carpets, silk embroidery, votive objects, religious images,
classical books, gifts and manuscripts), as well as some objects from foreign
palaces, and these provide the necessary material basis for any research on
Ming Dynasty palace history. Such research at the Gugong was long fo-
cused on the palace buildings, the historical displays and the cultural relics,
but in recent years joint scholarship conducted on both sides of the Taiwan
Strait has acquired the strength for more comprehensive and systematic re-
search. Now and in the future the Gugong will firmly uphold the principle
of combining internal and external research, as well as combining Ming
and Qing research and the integrated use of artefacts and documents, in ad-
dition to adopting effective techniques that give full play to the Gugong’s
inherent advantages, to continue to expand and strengthen Ming palace re-

search and raise the comprehensive strengths of the Gugong,.

KEY WORDS:

Ming Dynasty; palace history; Gugong; cultural relics; measures.
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