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Preface

5‘# his toolkit is part of a series of publications by the China UK HIV and

AIDS Prevention and Care Project.This project began in 2000, supported by
the Chinese and British Governments. China-UK HIV/AIDS Prevention and
Care Project was established to develop replicable models of HIV/AIDS
prevention, treatment and care in Yunnan and Sichuan for high-risk and vul-
nerable groups in order to inform and develop the national policy framework.

In December 2003 the Government of China massively increased its
efforts to slow the spread of HIV in China and to provide treatment and care
for the people infected and affected by HIV and AIDS.Since that time there
has been an increase in publications on how to tackle HIV and AIDS. The
China UK project is contributing to this increase in knowledge and ideas based
on the experience of its activities in Yunnan and Sichuan.In these provinces
the project has piloted and adapted many approaches to reducing the spread
of HIV and caring for those infected.The project has helped develop condom
promotion and peer education work with sex workers.It has helped the Gov-
ernment pilot harm reduction strategies like methadone maintenance and needle
exchange for injecting drug users.It has supported HIV awareness raising
programmes among men who have sex with men.And it has helped counsel-
ling and support groups for people living with HIV and AIDS.

In the course of their work the project implementers have learnt many
lessons.These toolkits are based upon the experience of these pilots, and
draw upon the many lessons.They are designed as a resource for local officials,
health workers, NGOs and others who are working on HIV and AIDS projects

and programmes. They summarise the experience of China UK in a way to




PREFACE

provide ideas and information for people who are just starting to plan similar
interventions. The toolkits do not pretend to be a comprehensive “operating
manual”, but they do summarise the experience of many years of work. We
hope they can provide some assistance and ideas for the development of
future interventions.

China has a window of opportunity to avoid terrible HIV and AIDS
epidemic. The Government of China has clearly indicated its commitment to
avoid a terrible epidemic.These toolkits are a small contribution to these ef-
forts — to enable implementers to avoid “re-inventing the wheel”. We hope

you find them useful.

Health Advisor, DFID China
September, 2005
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