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TO THE STUDENT

-

We choose to bring forth again this question to you:

“Have you ever noted down how often and with whom you speak English in your
daily life?”

"This is to draw your attention to a fact — Limited time is actually used for daily
communication. Challenge to Speak is complied with the purpose of helping you to build
up good communication skills by getting familiar with the cultural context to which
a language naturally belongs. Meanwhile, as a tool for communication, it should be
understood that it is necessary for you to master language skills to cover both Chinese
culture and Western culture. Many communication failures have much more to do with
a lack of cross-cultural understanding than with a lack of linguistic competence. Book 3
~ and Book 4 aim at further helping you to bridge the gap between linguistic and cultural
competence.

With the fast process of globalization and the rapid rise of China’s position today
in the world, the Western world is showing increasing interest towards China and its
development. As an English major of intermediate or advanced level, it is becoming
more and more apparent that you need to further meet the challenge of a demanding
world. With a view to an appreciation and respect for cross-cultural similarities and
differences, this textbook hopes for a successful sharing of our own culture with Western
culture.

We wish you to acquire a solid communicative competence of English, and be fully
aware of the importance of understanding Chinese and Western cultures and its cross-
cultural features in such a way that you will be competent enough to introduce China’s
rich culture and amazing developments to the world with ease.

In Books 3 and 4, you will be expected to express opinions and views with fluency
and appropriateness on topics of more complicated and sophisticated social issues and
phenomena to prepare yourself to meet the rigid challenges in a competitive world.

In each unit a topic has been selected for discussion which can be carried out in
forms of narration, presentation, debate, argument or interview. Interesting discussions
and oral activities will be organized to guide you to communicative and linguistic
competence step by step. Emphasis is laid on collaboration with you and your partners
working in pairs or in groups to create a sense of community in the classroom with
meaningful results.

The CCC method should work in this way:

COMMUNICATION

COLLABORATION —— CULTURE
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Challenge to Speak Book 3 Student’s Book consists of 18 units. It is accompanied with
the Teacher’s Book. Each unit is designed for 2—3 academic hours / week for college
English majors, normal university English majors, open university English majors and
all intermediate level learners of English.

In Book 3, each unit is composed of three parts:

Part A: Way to Speak

In this section, you will Start the Ball Rolling by brainstorming words and
expressions relevant to the topic. What can you recollect? Two Dialogues follow
focusing on the theme of the topic to serve as models and further draw you and your
partners out to join in the discussions and activities designed in Challenge to Speak.
Pay attention to the intonation and understated emotions in the dialogues and use

body language appropriately. The aim is to gather basic material and information for
the topic of the unit.

Part B: Topic to Discuss

Culture is the way of life that a group of people share. This is also shown in the
way people communicate with one another. Each country has its own culture, and in
studying a foreign language we need to understand the similarities and differences
between the two cultures.

In this section for discussion topics relevant to important social and cultural
issues such as water shortage, white pollution, AIDS, space science, studying abroad,
chatting online, online shopping, etc. are selected, as well as a certain series of topics
covering Chinese culture, such as Chinese literature, cuisine, medicine, calligraphy
and folk art, etc. You are required to join in more intense and deeper discussions and
varied activities. Share your views and opinions, and create a sense of community in
the classroom with meaningful results.

Part C: Fun to Speak
This is a section to give you time to relax and have fun. Short stories, jokes, plays,

songs, riddles and amusing activities will give the classroom a change of atmosphere.

Suggestions for the Student

. In Book 3 the CHALLENGE continues as you step up a higher rung to

communicative competence.

. PREPARATION is essential. As the topics cover a wider scope of social issues and

culture, you need to STUDY the materials before entering the classroom. Read the
introduction and think about the topic you are going to talk about.

. LISTENING activities should be infused in your studies. Please listen to the MP3,

but do NOT look at your textbook while listening. Imitate how the native speaker
expresses feelings and emotions.




10.

11,

12.

. Cultural background is meant to give you further information to make your

discussions richer and fuller. BROWSE through it before you come to class. Go
online for further information.

- TAKE NOTES or make an outline as you prepare for class. Organize your thoughts

and ideas. Use them as references. DO NOT READ FROM THEM.

. Pay attention to speaking strategies. Make use of them in your activities. There is

no special time or order of appearance of these skills. They should suit your need to
make your language more expressive. Build up an AWARENESS of these strategies.

. Create a sense of community. Create emotional and intellectual connections in your

discussion. SHARE views and comradeship. Partake in MEANINGFUL work. Do
your share.

- BRAINSTORMING: Here, this refers to activating the brain, recollecting words

and expressions that lie dormant in your memory. Refresh your own memory and
gather reminders from one another. Begin by grouping and listing them under
different categories. Skim through the text and pick up more new words.

. ROLE-PLAYING: Here, you play the part of the thinker, the doer and the

participant. The purpose is to make role-play move from situational to creative,
from restricted to meaningful.

DISCUSSION: This covers different forms of oral activities through narration,
presentation, debate, argument and so on. Do creative and imaginative work true
to life. The discussion is meant to function knowledge, which covers propositional
knowledge, procedural knowledge and conditional knowledge.

There are 18 topics for discussion. Discuss with your teacher what activities interest
you and take the initiative to organize some of your own activities.

SPEAK MORE after class or wherever possible. The CHALLENGE continues.
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SAVING WATER RESOURCES
—WHEN YOU TURN ON THE FAUCET

Introduction

Today the world is faced with a serious water
shortage problem. What is being done to save this
valuable resource? What can be done to improve
the situation? How can we do our bit in face of the
world water crisis? In 2000, the Chinese government
initiated the campaign “Land of Love — Water Cellar
for Mothers”, which has helped to ease the water
shortage problem in Western China and improve life
for the people there.

esteem

Start the Ball Rolling

Brainstorm words and expressions about saving water resources. Can you think of more words
related to the world water crisis?

water shortage, water crisis, water resources, drought, mountainous regions, earthquake, arid area,
desert, donation, charity, waste, statistics, to initiate, to donate

Dialogues

Read the following two dialogues and role-play in pairs. Then contribute your own dialogues.

1 (Fingjing’s mother bears the faucet running non-stop. She finds her daughter washing some clothes.)
A:  Jingjing, I really wish you would be more careful when you use water. I hear the faucet
running nen-stop and you are only washing some underwear and a pair of socks.
B:  Iam sorry, Mum. I will be more careful next time. I don’t want to run up the water bill.
A: It not just the case of running up the bill, my dear. We all need to realize that it is our
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duty to be aware of the water crisis facing the world and cherish the good life we have
now.

B:  Water crisis! Is it that serious? I know we have been having a dry spell of weather, and -
there is drought in some areas, but I am not aware that we are faced with a crisis.

A: My dear girl, you really need to pay more attention to the news. Haven’t you heard
about the campaign for the support of water shortage called “Land of Love — Water
Cellar for Mothers”? Maybe we should have talked sooner.

B:  How come “Water Cellar for Mothers”? What does water shortage have to do with
mothers?

A:  Well, the water shortage is 2 major problem worldwide, and Western China has one
of the largest arid regions on the Earth, as we should all know. Women are usually
home working in those drought stricken areas while most of the men go out to earn
a living. Now these women have to trudge' several kilometers every day on mountain
roads to collect water barely enough for a single day. And this work takes almost the
entire day!

B:  How terrible! All their time is spent on just trying to get some water. Yet I seem to
take running water for granted, and don’t even think about the waste that is going on
around us. I really should think twice when I turn on the faucet and be thankful that I
have access to fresh water all day long.

A:  ButI am glad to say our government announced the “Western China Devélopment

Strategy”. The All-China Women’s Federation with the Beijing Municipal Government

and CCTV sponsored a large-scale, love-devotion campaign in 2000 called “Love Tied

with the West, Co-sharing the Mother’s Love”. This was undertaken later on by the

China Women’s Development Foundation to help solve the serious drinking water

problems for residents of Western China.

What work have they been doing?

Many establishments and people have made donations for the “Water Cellar for

Mothers” Program, and 1000 yuan is enough to help build a water cellar for a family

of 3 — 4 people, providing them with usable water for the whole year round. This

campaign is still going strong and changing the lives of many mothers in arid regions.

B:  How moving! Could we also make a donation, Mum? I would be happy to save some of
my pocket money and do my share.

P =

A:  Sounds an excellent idea. We’ll discuss this with your Dad this evening.

L_(Weipeng is surfing on bis laptop. He is exchanging information that be finds interesting online with his
roommate Wanggang.)

A: I say, Wanggang. Have you read about some of the statistics that have been issued
about the world water shortage?

1 to trudge: to go on foot, esp. laboriously
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B:  No, I haven't, but I know that it is a serious problem. What have you found there?

A: It says here that 97.5% of the Earth’s water is salt water, and if all the water in the

world were filled in a bucket, only one teaspoonful would be drinkable!

That certainly gives a vivid picture of the problem.

A:  Yes, and the World Water Council states that while the world’s population tripled in
the 20th century, the use of renewable water® resources has grown six-fold. Within the
next fifty years, the world population will increase by another 40 to 50%. Then what
will happen?

B:  Scary, isn’t it? But in my opinion, there is a water crisis today, but the crisis is actually
not just about having toa little water to satisfy our needs. It is a crisis of managing
water so poorly that billions of people and the environment suffer so much.

A:  You have certainly touched on the point. There is so much pollution and waste these
days.

&=

(:hallenge to Speak

Let’s get together and join in the following discussions and activities as requested. Make your
work meaningful.

P

1. Gather information about the campaign initiated by the CWDF on “Land
of Love — Water Cellar for Mothers”. Make some notes. Then report and
give your opinion to your group.

2. You are one of the residents from an arid area. You have had a water
cellar installed in your yard. Imagine the changes it will bring to your
life. Work in groups. -

3.Look at the simple sketch of the water cellar.
Describe how it functions. Refer to the section

. “Notes” for further information.

2 renewable water: water that can be made clean or regenerated
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Read the following passage quickly and make some notes.

When You Turn On the Faucet
— March 22, World Water Day

World Water Day is an international day of observance® and action to draw attention
to the plight of the more than 1 billion people worldwide that lack access to clean, safe
drinking water. Celebrated since 1993, World Water Day was designated in 1992 when
the United Nations (UN) General Assembly passed a resolution to call attention to this
issue. With each passing year, the observance has grown larger and stronger.

-
L, «

F@

A
L 5 Y L L L " 5 Y

In many ways though, World Water Day is still a relatively unknown event. Even with
the support of the UN and efforts by leading non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
and committed individuals’, World Water Day is important but relatively unknown today.
Earth Day was at a similar stage in the early 1970s.

Today the world water crisis is one of the largest public health issues of our time. It
needs our full attention. The lack of clean, safe drinking water is estimated to kill almost
5,000 children per day. In fact, out of the 2.2 million unsafe drinking water deaths in 2004,
90% were children under the age of five. Water is essential to the treatment of diseases,
something especially critical for children.

Besides, this problem isn’t confined to a particular region of the world. A third of the
Earth’s population lives in “water stressed” countries and that number is expected to
rise dramatically over the next two decades. The crisis is worse in developing countries,
especially in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. '

The world water crisis is created by a confluence® of factors including climate and
geography, lack of water systems and infrastructure, and inadequate sanitation. 2.6 billion
people (40% of the world’s population) lack proper sanitation.

Many women and young girls in rural areas in Sub-Saharan Africa and other parts of the
world must trudge as-many as six miles everyday to retrieve water for their families. Due to
this manual labor, such women and children are prevented from pursuing an education,
maintaining their households, or earning additional income.

P
S

Thus, the lack of clean water, coupled with the lack of basic sanitation and hygiene

[

education, is one of the largest obstacles to progress and development in these regions
and across the world. The UN has placed the water access issue first and foremost among

its Millennium Development Goals because it contributes to such widespread suffering,

3 observance: the act or process of keeping or performing a law, duty, custom, etc
4 committed individual: person who is morally dedicated to a cause
5 confluence: a coming together of ( facts, problems ... )
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g § _ including increased poverty, high child mortality rates®, depressed education levels, and
j political instability. Without question, the world water crisis condemns billions of people to
(‘*W a life-long struggle to survive at the subsistence level, thus urging millions to participate and
‘ alleviate” this problem.
ﬂw China’s campaign “Land of Love — Water Cellar for Mothers” was lmtlated on the
‘, | basis of the Millennium Development Goals with the view to improving water shortage
Qo g~ problems in Western China. The water cellar, a concrete device for collecting rainwater,
‘ has appeared in the households of thousands of villages covering 24 counties from 7
o ~ provinces, benefiting more than one million people in these areas since 2001. Every year
the CWDF sponsors various events to further expand this charitable campaign. The scale
o "~ of work is also widening with a view to the improvement of living conditions and health
-~ care for women and children as well. In 2008, their work covered the quake areas of

, Sichuan Province providing equipment for safe drinking water, which amounted to 8.2
p“nm-m million yuan, and later reached the drought areas in Henan Province. Many touching
j stories about unselfish donations warm our hearts: kindergarten children donating their
(W g g~ coins; old couples donating their savings; Pepsi Co., Ltd donated 1 million yuan in 2000,
B and has continued to do so for 8 continuous years. In 2008 China Everbright Bank issued
ool ' credit cards for this campaign — Sunshine Debit Card and Love Credit Card. Today
e e e the Urban Action Plan for Safe Drinking Water launched November 11, 2008, is going ]
; full swing and people in rural areas of Western China are truly benefiting from these v
€ M‘U campaigns.

: We can all help by just spreading the word and lending our voice to this important

issue. Think twice when you turn on the faucet. We can make this a better world.

Let’s get together and join in the following discussions and activities as requested. Make your

work meaningful.

@ You are a staff member of the Statistics Department. You are making a report on World Water
Day. Try to use facts and figures to describe the critical situation of water crisis world over. Refer
to the section “Text” and “Notes” for further information to support your statement. List the
problems, then compare notes with your group members to make a complete report to the class.

9 On December 4, 2008, famous singer Mao Aming went on a survey as image ambassador for the
campaign “Water Cellar for Mothers” at a village in Gansu Province. This is what she found in this

village:

Investment since 2005: 398,100 yuan through CWDF

Number of water cellars: 200 cellars for homes; 258 public water cellars

Donations made: @ donation of 200,000 yuan was made on the spot by two entrepreneurs on

knowing that there were still 200 homes without private water cellars

6 mortality rate: death rate
7  to alleviate: to lessen or ease ( suffering, pain, etc.)
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Now you are also a representative in this group. You return to your city and tell your colleagues
and friends what you saw and heard. Work in groups. Other members of the group can ask further
questions.
@ Do a public service ad on saving water. Work with the following hints and announce it to the class.
Do some more public service ads with the information you have gathered from this unit.
* A water faucet is running while a person is brushing his teeth.
* The faucet is turned off.
* A voice says: Do you know? If you could turn off the faucet while brushing your teeth, you could save 109
batbtubful of water every year!
* Are you aware of the world water crisis?
© Do you want to know how much water you use a day? Check www.waterfootprint.org. Look around
yourself and your environment and suggest some positive ways to save water. Begin from yourself
and your group. Do your share in saving water resources.

Part [& Fun to Spea

A Poem

Enjoy the following poem and reflect on a2 memorable experience involving water. Work in

groups.
Witer 7 Am% T@
— Fulia W, Wolfe

Water is a lovely thing —

Dark and rippling in a spring
Dark and quiet in a pool

In a puddle brown and cool;

In the river blue and gray,

In a raindrop silver gray,

In a fountain crystal bright;

In a pitcher frosty cold,

In a bubble pink and gold;

In a happy summer sea,

Just as green as green can be,

In a rainbow far unfurled,

Every color in the world,

All the year from spring to spring,
Water is a lovely thing.

(Written for “Water Is Life — Water Is Poetry” Seminar )




