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Preface

Since the beginning of the new century, the necessity of cultural
exchange among different nations becomes more and more important as
it brings great convenience to people, following the development of e-
conomic globalization and the internet. Chinese as a language has
been used by people all over the world, which has made it necessary
for Chinese to be known everywhere. Since the opening-up of China,
the number of people learning Chinese is increasing, Making it easy
for learners of Chinese and helping them to know more about China
have become a necessity if China is to be part of the world.

The Chinese Phonetic System in its original design is not about
spelling Chinese words, but about the Chinese language. Thus, it nat-
urally cannot reflect the Chinese language in the sense that it can not
symbolize the essential character of the Chinese words—the roots,
which, in fact, are the most important part in learning the language.
Foreign learners try to remember Chinese phrasal words separately
without knowing word roots. There exist two big problems: one is that
the pronunciation and tone of Chinese words are not easy to master;
the other is that it is impossible to obtain words by referring back to
pronunciation. Leamers have to recite and memorise every sound and
word. That is the problem in popularizing Chinese.

The Chinese Language Committee has investigated plane media,
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sound media and internet media, and 890 text documents in its Report
on 2005 Chinese Language Usage. The report says in the above-men-
tioned three media, 5, 607 words are used, with only 581 words cov-
ering 80% of the contents and 2, 315 covering 99% . A person who
has mastered about ten thousand phrases and 900 words would be able
to read 90% of publications. Chinese phonetic system described in
the Chinese Phonetic System and the essential roots of about 2, 300
words are the two important foundations of the Chinese language.
Phonetic Alphabetic Chinese introduced in this book has fixed
these 2, 300 words phonetically to set the roots of the Chinese words
toward their corresponding phonetic symbols. As long as the learner
has mastered these 2, 300 phonetic Chinese words and their set phra-

ses, it might be possible to say that he or she has mastered the lan-

guage.
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Chapter 1

~

Chinese

BENFHFRRT

B BT
Phonetic Alphabetic

I. Letters in Phonetic Alphabetic Chinese

(=) #FRFEBEX
A. Initials in Phonetic Alphabetic Chinese

(Inside the [

], there are international phonetic symbols. )

1. Phonetic Alphabetic Chinese is composed of 20 initials of syl-

lables. 2 ¢' ' are pronounced in place of z ¢ and s respectively. The

others are as follows.

b[b]
d[d]
gl el
il ds]
z [ t5]
z'[ts]

plp] m [ m]
t[t] n[ n]
k[ k] h{h]
qlte ] x [¢]
celw'] s[r]

r
o ts¢ ] s's]

£ f
101
wiw]
y(ij)
r{z]

2. Comparison of the initial syllables in Phonetic Alphabetic Chi-

nese to those in Chinese Phonetic System.



Phonetic Alphabetic Chinese

Chinese Phonetic  System sh ch sh 2 c s

Note: the rest of initials are the same as in Chinese Phonetic System.

(=) #FERFHER

B. Finals in Phonetic Alphabetic Chinese

1. Finals of syllables in Phonetic Alphabetic Chinese are com-
posed of seven vowels: a [ a:], e [ o ], i [ i:], y [ ie],
o[o:],uly] [ul, w[ ua] (y, w are semi-vowels) and
their nasal sound, [u] sound, [i] sound. (Now there are 30 vow-

els, constructing a table of 30 vowel-finals)

Single Double finals
finals Nasal sound [u] sound [i] sound
a[ a:]|an[an] am [ ap] au [ au ] ai [ ai]
e[ o] |en[on] em [oap] ei [ ei]
i(i:]{in[in] im [ip] iu [ ju]
y [ ie] | yn [ien] ym [iap] yu [iau]
o[ 2:]|on[o:n] om [o:p] ou [ ou]
u{[ 51| (yn] um (yen e [ yel
[u] ui [uei]
v [ ua]| wn [uan] wm [uap] wi [uai]

2. Comparison of finals of syllables in Phonetic Alphabetic Chi-

nese with those in Chinese Phonetic System.

4.



