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Preface

When 1 was an English major at St. John's University
(Shanghai) in the mid 1940s, I had to read many books as part of
the requirement. I found the assigned readings difficult, almost
drudgery. The books included great classics from the world of
English and American literature, some of which was somewhat
beyond my comprehension level of the language. They dealt with
life in days of yore and countries far away. 1 thought then that
there was a dearth of material that was closer to my level of the
command of English, preferably with some relevance to my
familiar, albeit somewhat limited, world. 1 tried reading the
Shanghai Evening Post and found the language more or less at my
level and the subjects close to home. 1 switched my major to
journalism and found my niche: collecting facts and presenting
them in simple, declarative sentences for the man or woman in the
street. When I was asked to write about my life, I realize that
perhaps I could produce a text in simple English that could help fill
the gap in a small way,

As China is emerging rapidly as a global power, many more
young Chinese aspire to pursue a career in international work,
governmental, non-governmental and commercial, In the course of
my half-century service as UN official and consultant, I had the
privilege of meeting and working with numerous interesting

personages. For this book, I have chosen a dozen whom I consider



memorable; their life and work were so varied, each showing his or
her unique strength. It is my hope that this book will encourage
young Chinese to pursue a meaningful and enriching life working
with people from various walks of life in different continents,
Although the title page includes a reference to memoir, the
book is not strictly my memoir, However, readers will get a

glimpse of my life through the chapters in The Memorable Dozen.

Jack Chieh-Sheng Ling
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Introducing The Memorable Dozen

By any standard 1 have lived a blessed life. In my more than half a
century working life—as a young journalist, as a career international
civil servant and consultant working for the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization
(WHO) and as a professor of international health and development—1I
have had opportunities to interact with countless interesting people of all
walks of life. My work for the United Nations, in particular, took me
to some 90 countries in all continents. In this book, I recall a dozen
whom I had the privilege of knowing and whose memories 1

treasure.

My Grandfathers and Early Mentor

I begin with my days in Shanghai, recognizing my two
grandfathers, Confucian scholar Ling Zhanchang and revolutionary
cum pediatrician Chen Mo, two very different characters, each
offering lessons in life: the former, sentimentality and faithfulness
and t.he latter, the inevitable clash between the mores of different

generations. They represented a generation of very hardy Chinese
1



The Memorable Dozen

who lived through epochal changes—from the last days of Manchu
rule to the establishment of the People’s Republic of China. They
experienced the various changes of warlord days, the Japanese
invasion and a long civil war.

Then, I acknowledge Sam Keeny, my mentor, who put me on a
different path for the rest of my life. The common touch and
generosity were hallmarks of my early mentor. He was one of the
leaders who laid the groundwork for UNICEF’s achievements,

which brought the agency the Nobel Peace Prize in 1965.

Three who stood out in their Fields

Three personalities with a place of honor in their respective fields
whom 1 admired are:

Lord Ritchie-Calder of the United Kingdom, award-winning
science writer and nuclear disarmament advocate, for his keen
observation of the problems societies face in a fast-changing world,
and for his definition of wisdom. He also helped me to correct a
bias I had.

Journalist/Author Eve Curie Labouisse, the only non-science
member of the distinguished Curie family of France that received
multiple Nobel prizes, for her discipline and thoughtfulness. She
also set an extraordinary standard for reportorial skill and command
of bilingualism.

Dr. Raden Kodiyat of Indonesia, the hero of the successful fight
against yaws, once the widely prevalent disfiguring and crippling
infection in Southeast Asia, for his courage to stand up for his

convictions and challenge the experts in both WHO and UNICEF.
2



Introducing The Memorable Dozen

His humble yet fierce persistence was unmatched.

The Child Advocate Extraordinaire

James P. Grant of the U.S. A. was unique. He did more for
children than anyone in history and made children’s rights and
welfare a political imperative. His bold vision and persistence in
reaching for goals far beyond the realm of even the most ambitious
were awe-inspiring. At his death, Grant earned this accolade from
President and Mrs. Clinton: “One of the greatest Americans in the

20" century.”
The Unconventional Hollywood Star

Marlon Brando, the iconic and magnetic actor who made
“method” acting the profession’s new standard, gave some of his
time on and off for a decade to help UNICEF help children. This
was a side of that greatest of screen celebrity that did not receive
much press attention. His commitment to righting wrongs and to
fighting injustice was deep and personal.

His celebrity, however, led to an indulgence that was not quite

in keeping with his genuine compassion for others.

Wise Women of Africa

Two women in rural Africa, Mme. Fatou Ngom in Senegal and
Grandma Leeh in Kenya, stood out as natural leaders in providing

community service under harsh circumstances. Their optimism,
3



