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YOUR CHOICE?

Tansys ey WM ST 16 o o

WA e bagetier Wit mar

At certain times in our lives, there are many choices we
need to face. Some are easy, however, some seem to be tough
and we even don’t have enough time to think much about
what will happen in the future. Thus we should choose what

we like and never repent. Just do it.
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Section

Directions: In this section, you will hear 5 short conversations. At the end
of each conversation, a question will be asked about what was

said. Listen carefully and decide which is the best answer.

1. A. They don’t have to go to the concert.
B. His brother will let them use the car.
C. The subway is fine with her.
D. They’ll have to rent a car as early as possible.
2. A. He wants the others to follow him.
B. He must study the animal he caught.
C. He is behind in his schoolwork.
D. He will catch up with them then.
3. A. At the restaurant.
B. At the theatre.
C. At the station.
D. At the drugstore.
4. A. A trip she has already taken.
B. A trip she takes frequently.
C. A restaurant she owns.
D. A famous statue in Philadelphia.
5. A. His age.
B. His income.
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C. His nationality.

D. His occupation.

Directions : In this section, you will hear a short passage and 5 questions.

Both the passage and the question will be spoken only once.

Listen carefully and decide which is the best answer.

6. A. At Sydney.
B. At Chicago.
C. At Hong Kong.
D. At Melbourne.
7. A. A number of iron boxes.
B. A pile of woolen goods.
C. A number of wooden boxes.
D. Some clothing.
8. A. A box.
B. A cat.
C. A woman.
D. A man.
9. A. After the plane left London.
B. Before the plane left London.
C. Two days ago.
D. That morning.
10. A. £ 345.
B. £ 435.
G. £ 230.
D. £ 335.
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Directions : In this section, you will hear a passage 2 times. Listen carefully

to fill in the blanks with the exact words you have just heard.

Good morning and welcome to this 1  course. My name is Peter
Brown. This morning I’d like to talk about the basic skills of essay writing.
Essay writing is 2 to college students because you have to write a paper
for your course requirement or publication later on.

As a student, you may often use writizxg as a way of expressing your
3 and feelings. If you want to write clearly, your thoughts must be clear.
Again your purposes for writing are important.

To write a good essay, it is first necessary to 4  a good topic. Be
sure that you know the topic well. Second, you need to select enough
materials or facts for your essay, and list all the points you feel 5  to the
topic. Then you need to know how to organize the essay in the right order.

Certainly you have to check the essay when you have finished it.
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Part Two Reading

Intensive Read@

Text A The Praying Hand

Pre—reading Questions:
1. Have you ever met occasions when you have to make difficult

but necessary choices?

2. How do you comment on “no one ever makes it alone” ?

Back in the fifteenth century, in a tiny village near Nuremberg, lived a
family with eighteen children. Eighteen! In order merely to keep food on the
table for this mob, the father and head of the household, a goldsmith by
profession, worked almost eighteen hours a day at his
trade and any other paying chore he could find in the &
neighborhood. Despite their seemingly hopeless condition,
two of Albrecht Durer the Elder’s children had a dream.
They both wanted to pursue their talent for art, but they

knew full well that their father would never be

financially able to send either of them to Nuremberg to 10
study at the Academy.

After many long discussions at night in their crowded bed, the two boys
finally worked out a pact. They would toss a coin. The loser would go down
into the nearby mines and, with his earnings, support his brother while he
attended the academy. Then, when that brother who won the toss completed 15

his studies, in four years, he would support the other brother at the academy,
s 5 s
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either with sales of his artwork or, if necessary, also by laboring in the mines.

They tossed a coin on a Sunday morning after church. Albrecht Durer
won the toss and went off to Nuremberg. Albert went down into the dangerous
mines and, for the next four years, financed his brother, whose work at the
academy was almost an immediate semsation. Albrecht’s etchings, his
woodcuts, and his oils were far better than those of most of his professors,,
and by the time he graduated, he was beginning to earn considerable fees for
his commissioned works.

When the young artist returned to his village, the Durer family held a
festive dinner on their lawn to celebrate Albrecht’s triumphant homecoming.
After a long and memorable meal , punctuated with music and laughter,
Albrecht rose from his honored position at the head of the table to drink a
toast to his beloved brother for the years of sacrifice that had enabled
Albrecht to fulfill his ambition. His closing words were, “And now, Albert,
blessed brother of mine, now it is your turn. Now you can go to Nuremberg to
pursue your dream, and I will take care of you. 7

All heads turned in eager expectation to the far end of the table where Albert
sat, tears streaming down his pale face, shaking his lowered head from side to
side while he sobbed and repeated, over and over, “No ...no ...no ...no. 7

Finally, Albert rose and wiped the tears from his cheeks. He glanced
down the long table at the faces he loved, and then, holding his hands close to
his right cheek, he said softly, “No, brother. T cannot go to Nuremberg. It is
too late for me. Look... look what four years in the mines has done to my
hands! The bones in every finger have been smashed at least once, and lately
I have been suffering from arthritis so badly in my right hand that 1 cannot
even hold a glass to return your toast, much less make delicate lines on
parchment or canvas with a pen or a brush. No, brother ... for me it is too
late. ”

More than 450 years have passed. By now, Albrecht Durer’s hundreds of
masterful portraits, pen and silver-point sketches, watercolors, charcoals,
woodcuts, and copper engravings hang in every great museum, but the odds are
great that you, like most people, are familiar with only one of Albrecht Durer’s
works. More than merely being familiar with it, you very well may have a
reproduction hanging in your home or office.

— 6 —
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One day, to pay homage to Albert for all that he had sacrificed, Albrecht
Durer painstakingly drew his brother’s abused hands with palms together and

thin fingers stretched skyward. He called his powerful drawing simply

“Hands” |

but the entire world almost immediately opened their hearts to his

great masterpiece and renamed his tribute of love “The Praying Hands. ” 55

The next time you see a copy of that touching creation, take a second

look. Let it be your reminder, if you still need one, that no one—no one ever

makes it alone!
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sacrifice [ 'sakrifais ]

fulfill [ ful'fil ]
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sob [ sob]
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Phrases and Expressions

by profession
work out

from side to side
drink a toast to
toss a coin

have talent for

Proper Names

Nuremberg [ 'nuorombo:g]
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Exercises

> Reading Aloud

I. Read the following paragraphs until you can say them from
memory.

Carefully consider your choices. But don’t get so consumed with making
the perfect choice that you fail to make any choice at all.

Most choices will involve some degree of compromise. In the real world,
the perfect option may not be available to you.

Instead of holding out for a perfect choice that never does come, make
the best choice from the options available to you. It’s better to move forward
with a slight degree of disappointment than to be endlessly stuck on making a
decision.

Carefully and wisely consider your options, then go ahead and choose
one. Take what you have to work with and begin actually working with it to

create real value in your world.

» Comprehension of the Text

[I. Answer the following questions.

What kind of family is the Durer’s?

What is the pact that the two boys worked out?

Did Albrecht keep his word after he finished his study?

Why did his brother say “no” when Albrecht offered to help with his
study?

5. Whose hands are painted in Albrecht’s “the Praying Hand" ?

M. Decide whether each of the following statements is true or false

-hwl\):—-t

according to the text. Write the letter “T” for true, “F” for false
before each statement.
1. The father had to do various jobs to maintain the family.
2. The father could only afford to send one child to the Academy.
3. Both of the two boys were talented in painting.

4. Tt is his brother’s sacrifice that enabled Albrecht to fulfill his
p— 9 e



