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Introductlon o

il .
¥ Mark Twain (Flonda Missouri 1835 - Reddmg, Connecticut
1910), pen-name of Samuel Langhom Clemens, spent his boyhood
+ by the Mississippi river; which, in those. years, Was the great highroad
+ of American life. The fascination of the river became one of the cen-,
: tral themes in Twain’s writing. The tetm he choose ‘as his penname,
* “mark twain”, means “by the mark two fathoms”, an expmsswnused by
+ Mississippi nverboat pilots in sounding shallows for. minimum navi-
gable depths: it was essentially a humorous pseudonym.

In his yoiith he led an adventurous:life, travelling and contribut-
ing to several newspapers.

Heé had a two-fold personahty, he was adventurous and nostalglc,
* a humionrist and a misanthrope, devoted to progréss and demacracy,
« and a fatalist.
: Mark Twain’s most 1mpoxta.nt works include:’ The Celebrated

* Jumping Frog of Calangras County and Other Sketches (1867); The

+ Inpocence Abroad, or the New Pilgrim’s. Progress (1869 The Adven-
* tures of Tom Sawyer (1876); Life on the Mmustppz (1883), The Ad~
+ ventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884), which is- regm'ded as-his mas-
: terpiece;, A Connecricut Yankee at King Artlmr s Court.(1889);.The

L3R 3% B

Cl Tragedy of Pudd’nhead Wilson (1889), which is regarded as one of
- "7 the major-works of fiction of the nineteenth century; The ‘Man that
. Conuptgd Hadleyburg and Other Stories and Sketches-(1906). .. « .

. Mark Twain introduced the use of dialect in his works, used new
+ American words and expressed the typical southern American drawl”
+ (ie. a slow way of speech, obtained prolonging the vowel soungs). How-
* ever his works are not provmcml his characters, although™ typlcal of
+ the South, are also universal.

It was once customary to demgrate Mark Twain as a “mere
humourist, but now he is regarded asa ‘towering figure among Ameri-
can movelists. : .

The lmponance of Twam 8 work is well expressed by Heming-
“  way, who said that modem American literature
“:7%  “begins with Huckleberry Finn”.
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The Californian’s Tale

Thu‘ty—ﬁve years ago I was out prospecting on the Stﬁ;nslaug, )
trampmg all day long w1th plck and pan and hom, anff washmg
a hatful of dm here andﬂthpm, alwnys expeotmg to make a&nch

stnke, and nevelr domg it. It was; q]ovely réémn, -woodsy, ba]my,
,
dehclous, and had onoe been populous, long A

the people had vamshed and the cham; pai

: before, bdt’ now ‘

3 wa§ éaesghtnde.

They went away when the. surface dlggmg§ ga out.fn”oneplace,

Tuttletowti. In the™ country nelghborhood ﬁlerehbou(s aﬁmg the

*L B

dusty roads, one found at mnhez:vals ’e pretuest htﬂ'b cottage homes,

snug and cozy, and 80 cohwebbed w1th vmes snmed thmk with
roses that the doors and wmdows Were, wh@ly hlddon ﬁﬁm mght

sign that these were deserted homes; f;rdakem yeam &go[ by d@feated
and dlsappomted famlhes who could neither se]l them nor give

them away. Now and then, half an hour apart, one came across

solitary log cabins-of the earﬁééf mining days, built by the first
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gold-miners, the predecessors of the cottage-builders. In some few
cases these cabins Were still occupisds: dfid when this was so, you
could depend upon it that the occupant was the very ploneer who
had bullt the cabin; and you could depend on anotber thmg, too —
that he was there because he had ‘snce had"his opportumty to go
home'to the States ﬁcﬁ, and had not done it; had rather lost his wealth,
and had: ther in his huriiliation resolved Yo severall communication
with his home relatives aind friends, and be to them thenceforth as
one dead.. Round about California injthat day were seattel:ed,a ‘host
of these living dead men—pride-smitten poor- fellows, grizzled and
old_ at forty,, whose seém though.tegé'_ were xoadeéall of, regrels and
longings — regrets for t}:eu wasted :li‘\.res, and lopgings to be out}of
the stntééle and done with it all. | |
Itwasa lonesome land. Nota sound in all those peaceful expanses
of grass and woods but the drowsy hum of msects, no ghmpse of man
or beast nothmg to keep up your spmts and make you ;glad to be
alive. And so0, at last, in the early part of the aﬂemoon, when I
caught sight of a human creature, I'felt a most ’g'réteful uplift.’ This
person was a ‘man about foity-five years old, and he was standing
at the gate of one‘of those cozy little rose-clad: cottages of the sort
already referred to. However, this bne hadn’t ‘a desefted look; it
had the look of being lived in and petted: and. cared for and. looked
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afters and so had its front yard, which wai'a gatten of flowers: abuix
dant, gay, and flourishing. I was invited in, of cpurse; and required
to makc myself at home — 1t was the eustom, of the cguntry

It svas dehght:ful to be in such a place, after long weeks of dally
and mghtly famlhanty w1th miners’ cablns— w1th all whlch this
i?r‘np'lies of "dirt"ﬂoor,' never-made ‘hedsﬁ,' tin pl’ate's and cﬁps f’ha“cdn
and beans and black coffee, and nothing of ornament but war.pic-
tures from the Eastem tllust:rated papers tacked to the log. walls.
That was all hard cheerless, matenallstlc desolatlon, but here
was a nest whlch had Iaspects to rest the tlred e;e and ;'efresh
that sbm"ethm’g‘ in one s na‘fu‘re which’, aft‘er‘ long fhstn‘fg, r'ec’o'g’mzes,
when confronted ‘by: the ‘belongings ‘of ‘atj*howsdéver cheap ‘and
modest they may be, that it has unconsciously been famishing
and now has found nf)unslunent I could not have beheved that a
rag carpet could t'east tne ao, :and sd content me; or that there could
be sich solace to the soil in wallpaper and framied Tithiographs,
and bright-coloredtidies and lanlp-matsi,’?a'nd‘Wﬁnﬂaor.e?haifh'{ “and
varnished what-nots, with sea-shells and books, and china vases.on
them, and the score of little unclasalﬁabte tricks a.nd touches that a
woman ’ s hand dlst.rllbutesqabout !a honte, tvhlch one Zhes t‘v1thoutI

knowmg he sees them, yet would miss in a moment if they werev

taken away.' The delight ‘that was in my Heart showed' irr my face,
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and the man: saw -it -and wiis pleased; saw it so'plainly that'he
answered,it as if it had been spoken. E Cot e
“All her work,” he said, caressingly, “she did it all herself —
everf blt,” and he took the room. mwnh a glance whlch was full of
affectlonate wonshlp One of those soft Japanese fabncs w1th whlch
women drape with careful neghgence the upper pax‘t of a plcture-
frame was out of adjustment He notlced 1t, and rearranged it w1th
cautious pams, steppmg back several tlmes to gauge the effect
before he "‘got it to suit him. Theri hé g'aiie ita li'ght"ﬁhishirkg pat ot
two with his hand, and seid, “She always does that. You can’t tell
just iwhat it lacks, but "7 does lack something until you’ve done
that — you can see it 'yourself after it’s done, but that is all yon
know; -you can’t find out.the law of if, It’s like the finishing pats
a m_othe‘_r‘ give,s: the ;childf 8 hailj. af‘ter,‘ ehe’e got it. combe@ ‘a,nd
brushed, I reckon I've seen her fix all these thmgs s much that I
can do them all Just her wey, though I don t know the law of any
of them But she kno’ws the law She knows the why, and the how
both but I don t know the why ‘I only know the how.” ’
He took frlé‘fﬁté’ a bedr60m so that I‘ mlght waéh my ha’rtde;: such
a bedroom s I had not seeri for years: white' countefpane, white

pillows, ¢arpeted: floor, papered walls, pictures, dressing-table, with

mirror and pinscushion and dainty toilet things; and in the cormeér




'§<V.

8 9.8.0-9.0.0.8.0.9.0 6.0.0.0.0,9.0:0.9,0,0.5.0.00,85.¢.0.05 .00 e 00 00 00

AFETEARN, ROURFHABHEL, DETBEAR
RUEME BRI R E D,
gy GARRRT  RE ERE—
CAME MEBERTOR, Bew TR,
ﬂ%ﬁmﬁ?ﬂﬁz%ﬁai%%&ﬁﬁﬁﬁtﬁ’éﬂii
l%ﬁik%ﬁﬁlﬁﬂ%%&ﬁﬁmﬁﬁm EHALE, B
EARBEHT, @¢u£§m@bﬁm BRI TR
R, HEASWENL, %F@%%Xﬁﬁﬁ? — AT
ﬁ%&%hﬁﬁfwaﬁzﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁpﬁﬁ&ﬁkﬁ/
EEKEEREE, A SENBRERERRRINT S
f Bl ST, HA 2RSS, FAAE
I AR T s HOREIRRE R PR, REE, X
SMEEEA BT RS ST L PR TR, R
B REE KT, #%ﬁ%mﬁmmﬁﬁﬁT,sgﬁ
1#$ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁwﬁ2ﬂ¢ RS LA, WD
E%ﬁ%iﬁmﬂmflﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ& m&xﬂﬁﬂm
AREEAKERS o
BB A—HEEET; ﬁaﬁgﬁﬁxﬂﬁ#mﬁ
T, REREEH, HABAGH, HHNTHE, WL
THE, % EALEEE, S MkE, CEREST,




@’ IR A B I 5 R R

fe e e e eT e e e e e eTe et e sle & 6 o e o ebale o 0T e e 070 0 0 0 8 00 e 0 0 e
a wash-stahd, with real china-ware bowl anid pitcher; and with soap
in a china dish, afid on a ra¢k;more than a; dozen towels—towels too
clean and white for one ot of practice to use: without some vague
sensq-of profananon.Somy face spoke again, and he answered with
granﬁed words, “All her work; she d1d 1t all herself——every blt
Nothmg here that hasn’ 't felt the touch of her hand Now you would
thmk—But I mustn 't talk 80 mﬁc;h »

By thls time I v'vas ;1p1|ng ﬁy fla;dé and glancmg from detall to
deta11 of the room”s belongmgs, as one is apf 16 do when he is in a
new place, Where evefyfhin‘g hie sees is a cotiifort to his eyé ard his
spirit; and’I bécame conlscxows, in one of those unaccountable ways,

: you know, that there,was something there somewhere that the man
wanted me. to discover for mygelf. I knew it perfectly, and I knew
he was trying to help me by furtive indications with his eye, so I ried
Vhard to get on the nght track bemg eager to gratlfy h1m I failed
several tlmes, as] could see out of the corner of my eye w1thout bemg
told; but at last T knew Lomust be lmkixié s&mght at the thmg—knew
it from the pleasure i 1ssumg in 1nv1s1ble waves from h1m. He broke into
a happy laugh, and rubbed his hands together, and cried oit, “That’s
it! You've found it. I 'kh‘ev;' yéu would. It’s her picture.” -

I went'to the little black-walnut bracket.on the fartheér wall, and
did find there what I hadinot yet noticed—a daguerreotype-case. It




