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FOREWORD

James Chang’s Field Guide to the Birds of Taiwan is a wel-
come addition to the growing literature on Taiwan birds. It pres-
ents full color illustrations of 390 species with up-to-date in-
formation on status and distribution. A number of features are
noteworthy: (1) location of each illustration on the same page
with its description; (2) indication of proportionate size for
each bird illustrated; (3) bill, wing and tail measurements for
each species; (4) main text in Chinese but family characteristics
and species status also in English; (5) distribution maps for resi-
dent species; and (6) migration maps for many species.

Tunghai University in 1964 initiated a period of intensive
field studies of Taiwan birds related to participation in an inter-
national bird-banding program, the Migratory Animal Patholog-
ical Survey (MAPS) under the direction of Dr. H. E. McClure.
More than 150,00 birds of 143 species were banded in Taiwan
during the six years of the MAPS program. Recovery of these
banded birds in Japan, Korea, Siberia and Alaska to the north
and in Thailand, Malaysia, Philippines and Caroline Islands to
the south indicate the importance of Taiwan as a flyway for
migration. Much new information was also obtained for resident
species. Most important, a foundation was laid for a new gener-
ation of Chinese ornithologists.

Following the MAPS program Tunghai University has re-
ceived substantial support from the following organizations
which have thereby contributed greatly to the development of
ornithology and wildlife conservation in Taiwan : the Taiwan
Forestry Bureau, the Tourism Bureau, the National Science
Council, and the United Board for Christian Higher Education
in Asia. The first bird-watching club in Taiwan was organized in
1972, the year that the author of this book began his fulltime
research on the birds of Taiwan. Rapid growth in the number of
avid bird watchers along with the development of several pro-
fessional ornithologists have added steadily to the knowledge of
the status, distribution and biology of Taiwan birds. This field
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guide is based on the rich field experience of the author and
information gained from his close association with the communi-
ty of professional and amateur ornithologists in Taiwan.

The recent development of the ornithology of Taiwan was
aided greatly by the availability in English of the summary of
the literature provided in Hachisuka and Udagawa’s Contribu-
tions to the Ornithology of Formosa, I & II (1950, 1951) pub-
lished in the Quarterly Journal of the Taiwan Museum. The first
field guide to the birds of Taiwan by Severinghaus, Kang and
Alexander (1970) described 117 species and included a checklist
of the 378 species reported for Taiwan. A New Guide to the
Birds of Taiwan by Severinghaus and Blackshaw (1976) increased
to 201 the number of species covered and added much new in-
formation. The present book by James Chang is a very timely
contribution to the advancement of field studies of Taiwan birds
for both recreational and scientific purposes.

Taiwan is a fascinating place to study birds, due to its rich
vegetation from its mountainous heights (3950m) to its varied
seashores and to its strategic place in the migration flyways of
East Asia.
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BAlEE B Order Gaviiformes
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4 species: Northern Eurasia and North America. Taiwan: 1 vagrant. Large
birds with strong bills, short tails, and fully webbed toes. Strong in flight
but require a long takeoff run along the surface of the water. Feed mainly
on fish, but also eat crustaceans, mollusks, and insects.

1 AIMEFILE Red-throated Diver 7 v
Gavia stellata Pontoppidan
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Vagrant. Present status unknown. None reported since 1916.
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