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History of the Formosan Plains
Austronesians in North Taiwan

ABSTRACT

The geography of the book covers I-lan Plain, the Greater Taipei Area,
Taoyuan, Hsinchu, Miaoli, and Taichung. The discussed ethnic groups, bas-
ed on the traditional ethno-linguistic classification, include the Kavalan, the
Ketagalan, and the Taokas. The emphasis is on the peoples, settlement dis-
tribution, society, culture, history, as well as the notice on the contemporary
ethnic issues.

The Formosan Plains Austronesians once interacted with the Austro-
nesian population outside Taiwan through vessels due to geographical near-
ness. Since the seventeenth century when the impact outside Taiwan emerg-
ed, the Formosan Plains Austronesians have faced the crisis of cultural iden-
tities. Immigrants during the Qing period forced them to lose the land.

In the mid-eighteenth century the establishment of tu-niu-jie by the
Qing empire pushed the Formosan Plains Austronesians to relocate them-
selves along the demarcated boundary. Since the mid-nineteenth century the
migration of Formosan Plains Austronesians has led their population to ge-
ographically dispersed areas, which in turns generates more diverse ethnic

mosaics.
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