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PASSAGE 1

I have learned English for about four years. I'm very interested in it.

Every morning, I'd like to read English aloud as our teacher tells us to.
Though I work hard at it, I can’t learn English well. I have some difficulty
with my spoken English. My English teacher advised me to practise speaking

English every day, and I'll try my best. I believe, I can learn it much better
soon.

PASSAGE 2

Dear Karl,

I’'m glad to read your letter and I'd like to be your penfriend. I'm Li Hua,
aged 17, and I'm studying at Guangming Middle School. At school we have
Chinese, maths, English, physics, chemistry and P.E. lesson. In the
afternoon, we usually have sports and games after school. In addition, our
teachers are kind to us as well as strict with us. With their help, we have
made great progress. We are proud of our school.

Would you please tell me something about your family and your school?
I hope we will be good friends.

Please write me soon.
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PASSAGE 3

Dear Ricky,

How are you getting on? Thanks very much for sending me the pictures
and the English reading materials. From the pictures I can see that your
school looks very beautiful. The reading materials are very useful and
helpful. I can learn a lot from them. Some stories are so interesting that I
like them very much.

Now I don’t have much time for my hobbies. I am busy getting ready for
the coming exams. I'm working hard at all my lessons because I want to get
a better result.

I'm looking forward to hearing from you soon.

PASSAGE 4

Wang Hong is a friendly girl and has a lot of hobbies. She often helps
her parents with the housework. It’s her birthday this Saturday. Many
classmates will go to her home for her birthday party. Some of them will ask
their parents for some money to buy her gifts. But I don’t think it’s a good
idea, because that’ll cost our parents’ money. I'm going to make a birthday
card for her by myself. I'm sure she’ll like it.

PASSAGE B

" My name is Wu Wen. I'm in Class 5, Grade 3. I'm very brave, outgoing
and easygoing. I like traveling and making friends a lot. My favorite sport is
basketball and I am very good at it. I enjoy reading English novels as well.
In 2008 I won the first prize in the school English competition.

I really want to be a student guide for American friends. I'd like to show
them around our school and visit Haikou.
My email address is wh3425@sina. com. cn.




PASSAGE 6

Music Is a Special Gift

Do you like music? Does music make you happy? The right music makes
you feel good.

Sometimes you may feel unhappy. Then music helps you a lot. It will
put a smile on your face. With music, you can sing, dance and enjoy yourself
too.

Music helps you study. Do you know this? Before doing your homework,
you can listen to Mozart. It can make you clever. It is so great, right?

Do you want to practise English? Why not listen to some English songs?
Some of them are interesting and easy to learn. Try to learn some English
songs. I'm sure you can.

Music is a special gift. So take it, please.

PASSAGE 7

Summer vacation is coming. We have different plans for it. Some of my
classmates are going to visit some places of interest. Some are not going
out, instead, they are going to do more reading and prepare for the future
studies. Some want to do more sports to keep fit. I plan to go to Beijing to
see the Olympic Games. Because it’s a good chance to make more friends
and know more about the Olympic Games.

PASSAGE 8

August 6, Sunday Fine

I was doing shopping at ten o’clock this morning when an American
couple entered the shop. For a while they were telling the shop assistant
that they wanted to buy a shirt but the shop assistant couldn’t understand
what they said. On seeing that they all seemed to be anxious, I went over
and acted as their interpreter. With my help, the couple bought a nice shirt
and they thanked me again and again. I was very glad that I had made
some progress in my English study, for I can talk with foreign guests in

4
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PASSAGE 9

Mr. Liu is my English teacher. He comes from Wuhan. He is neither too
tall nor too short with short hair. He is very outgoing and easygoing. He
always smiles to everyone and gets on quite well with his students. Mr. Liu
has been teaching for over twenty years. He has a good way to make his
class interesting and lively. His students are all fond of him. With his help,
his students are making good progress in their English study.

PASSAGE 10

My Mother

My mother is a good doctor, who works in a famous hospital. Born in
1968, she finished her college at the age of 22 and began to work as a
doctor. My mother loves her job. She works hard and she is very kind to the
patients in hospital and always tries her best to serve them. Whenever the
patients are in trouble, she is always ready to help them. What’s more, my
mother is strict in her work. All of the people who know her say she is a good
doctor. I'm so proud of my mother that I decide to become a good doctor
like her in the future.

PASSAGE 11

It was a nice day. As I was just going to play football, I saw mom
washing clothes for me. I could see how tired mom was, so I changed my
mind and decided to help her. Soon after I started, a friend came and
invited me to play football with him. How I wanted to go along with him!
But I said sorry and went on with the washing. It was hard for me, but I felt
it a pleasure to be able to share housework with mom. By the time mom
came back, I had finished the work. Mom praised me, and I felt proud too.
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PASSAGE 12

The shopping center is not far from here. It's only half an hour's walk.
Now take the first turning on the left. Then go along Yannan Road. Please
turn right at the traffic lights. That'’s to say, take the second turning on the
right. Then you’ll find a bridge on your left. Cross the bridge and turn left.
Then you’ll find a very large building on your left. It’s the shopping center. 1
am sure you can’t miss it.

PASSAGE 13

Everyone,

May I have your attention, please?

We are going to have an outing this Sunday. Everyone, please gather at
the school gate at 7:30. We’ll go outing by bike. We’'ll arrive at the foot of
the hill at 9:00. When we get there, we’ll plant trees in four groups. At
10:00, we'll go climbing. At 11:30, we’ll cook our lunch at the top of the
hill. After lunch, we’ll act free!y At 16:30, we'll return. Please take care of
yourselves.

That’s all. Thank you.

PASSAGE 14

It was Sunday afternoon. Li Hua and I were walking to the park.
Suddenly we saw a boy fall off his bike. We both hurried to help him. Since
one of his legs was badly hurt, the boy couldn’t stand up. He began to cry
and we tried to comfort him. We put him on the bike and took him to the
nearest hospital. There the boy got tended at once. I telephoned his parents
and told them about the accident. When the parents came and knew about
the whole story, they thanked us again and again. It was dark when we said
good-bye to them. We felt happy though we couldn’t go to the park.
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PASSAGE 15

Dear Wang Jun,

Next Saturday is my birthday. I'm going to hold a birthday party at
home in the evening, which will start at 7:30. I've already invited some
other classmates of ours and some of my friends. I live in a red house with a
white door at 88 Jiefang Road. You can take bus No. 2 or No. 30, and get
off at the stop of Jiefang Road. Walk south for 50 meters and you can find it
easily.

I do hope you will come.

Yours,
Shi Li

PASSAGE 16

In some parts of our country, there are many children out of school.
Their parents are too poor to afford to send them to school. At the same
time, they don’t have enough school things and clothes.

In my opinion, each child should have the right to go to school. But
there are few chances for some poor children. So we should try our best to
help them, like giving them school things, clothes and so on. We hope that
they will enjoy the same chance of getting knowledge as we do in the
school.

PASSAGE 17

Dear teachers and students,

May I have your attention, please?

Our school is going to have a meeting to help us learn more about
safety. Mr. Zhang Jian from Huaxi Police Station will give us a talk on how to
protect ourseives better. The meeting will be held on Wednesday July 5. It
will begin at 2:30 pm in Room 221 of the library building. And the talk will
be finished at 4:30 pm. Then Mr. Zhang will go to Classroom 201 of the
teaching building. There he will discuss some problems with the teachers.

(7
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Teachers and students of Grade 8 will take part in the meeting. Please be on
time.

PASSAGE 18

Dear Lucy,

Hi! How is everything going? I'd like to introduce my best friend, Tian
Tian, to you. She is a lovely girl with round face and big eyes. She is very
kind and easy to get along with. She likes reading and music, and is
especially good at playing the piano. Her favorite subjects are physics and
chemistry. Now she is going to George Spence School in England to study
for one year. I hope you two can be good friends. She is arriving at
Heathrow Airport at 4 pm on August 6.

Will you be kind enough to meet her at the airport? Many thanks.

Yours,
Li Hua

PASSAGE 19

Dear Peter,

I am very glad that my mother is coming this afternoon by air. But I
have to give a lecture and have no time to meet her. I am writing to ask you
to meet my mother at the airport at 3:30 for me. As you have never seen
her before, I will say something about her to help you recognize her. She is
around sixty years old, fat and short, with a long face and gray hair. I have
been told she is dressed in a white blouse and brown trousers and she will
take a yellow suitcase with her.

PASSAGE 20

Dear Sir,

I'm glad to hear that we will have sports for an hour every day; learning
is important but health is also important. Without good health, we can’t
study well; so I think we can go to the playground after two classes every
afternoon. We can play basketball, football, table tennis, and we can also go
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running, jumping and so on. Boys and girls can choose their favorite sports,
and join different sport clubs. If possible, we can hold all kinds of matches
between classes.

If we keep doing like this, we’ll become stronger and study better.

Best wishes,

Yours,
Wang Ning

PASSAGE 21

Li Hua’s father works in another city, so Li Hua has taken care of his sick
mother after school. He hurt his foot yesterday. The doctor said he had to
stay at home for two weeks. I will help him! I’ll go to Li Hua’s home to tell
him the homework and what we learn in class, explain the difficult points
and answer his questions. I can also do some housework for him, such as
cleaning the house, washing some clothes and cooking. I hope he will get
well soon. I'm sure Li Hua won't fall behind!

PASSAGE 22

January 8, 2006 Sunday

I often stay up late to go over my lessons for the final examinations.

Last night I didn’t go to bed until 10 oclock. When I woke up this
morning, it was already 9 o’clock. I got dressed and washed myself quickly.
Then I rushed into the living room, where Mother was preparing breakfast.
Before she could say anything, I got my schoolbag, ran out and got on my
bike. I rode as fast as I could. It seemed only a few minutes before I got to
the school gate. To my surprise, it was closed. It was then that I realized it
was Sunday today.

PASSAGE 23

Dear Miss Gao,
Words fail me when I want to express my thanks to you. You’ve taken
good care of my studies since I came to this school. When I'm in trouble,
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