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Preface for Source Materials Series

Scholars engaged in collecting historical materials to explain
significant problems of Taiwan history often have been beset with
nagging doubts of whether their colleagues in Chinese studies truly
take their efforts seriously. One of the major views shared by the
majority of scholars in the China field is that Taiwan’s unique
location, history of settlement, and long period under Japanese
rule somehow made the Chinese people of that tiny island very
different from their counterpart on the mainland. This difference,
so the argument runs, makes Taiwan historical studies unique
and generally irrelevant for the study of the China mainland.

Several years ago, a group of scholars in the Association for
Asian Studies in the United States formed a committee for the
primary purpose of dispelling the above view and making the
study of Taiwan history an integral part of Chinese historical
studies. In various ways the Committee has tried to achieve this
goal: distributing a newsletter reporting current research ;
organizing panels at the annual meeting of the Association for
Asian Studies, etc. We preferred to call ourselves a Committee
for Taiwan Historical Studies by taking the term history to mean
the total human activity and its various expressions, sentiments,
customs, and organizations over time. An informal steering
committee of eight scholars guides the Committee’s efforts. Each
serves three years on a rotating basis, to be replaced by another
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Vi
when elected by participants attending our meeting when the
Association for Asian Studies annually convenes.

One year ago, thanks to modest funding support from the
Association for Asian Studies (USA) and The Pacific Cultural
Foundation (ROC), the Committee could initiate efforts to
identify, preserve, and collect historical records on Taiwan and
disseminate information about these activities. Thus, we have
launched this source materials series in the hope that as such
findings become available, other scholars engaged in Taiwan
historical studies will find them useful. Mr. Wang Shih-ch’ing has

consented to publish his non-annotated bibliography of books
related to Taiwan’s history and geographical conditions as the

first item in the series. Noteworthy is Mr. Wang’s citing of the
location where such books can be located. The Committee
encourages scholars in Taiwan, the United States, and elsewhere
to submit their bibliographical and historiographical findings for
possible inclusion in this series.

Our hope is that these efforts, along with those of other
scholars, will move Taiwan historical research more directly into
the main stream of Chinese studies. Finally, it should be emphati-
cally stated that the Association for Asian Studies and The Pacific
Cultural Foundation neither endorse nor are responsible for the
views and materials presented in this series.

Ramon H. Myers
Chairman, Committee for

Taiwan Historical Studies
Qctober 1975

Stanford, California
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