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Resume

Yu Jigao, born in Tongshan town in Jiangsu Province in 1932. He is a brilliant artist of traditional Chinese realistic
flower-bird painting, the National First-Class Artist, a commended expert by the Department of State and Jiangsu government
for his success contribution of Chinese culture and art. He was the vice-president of Jiangsu Provincial Chinese Painting
institute. While now he is the director of Chinese Artists Association, Committee of Academy of Chinese Painting, vice-
chairman of Traditional Chinese Painting Society, vice-chairman of Chinese Literary Federation of Peony of Paintings and
Calligraphy, vice-chairman of Jiangsu Provincial Artists Association. He was graduated from Art Department of Nanjing
Normal University in 1955, and participated preparing and transferred to Jiangsu Provincial Chinese Painting Academy in
1957. His paintings are famous for thriving, ingenious, colorful, magnanimous and appeal to both refined and popular tastes.
His works had been selected for the 3", 6", 7", 8", 10" and 11" National Art Exhibitions, and his works also had been entered
for the International Exhibitions many times. His solo exhibitions were held in Beijing, Guangzhou, UN headquarter in New
York in 1986, 1988 and 1997. And the UN awarded his great contributions in traditional Chinese Painting and Global cultural
communication. Otherwise, he also painted huge works for Zhongnanhai, State Council, Tiananmen balcony, Diaoyutai State
Guesthuose, office of Chinese President, Political Consultative Conference, etc. He has more than 30 art works' including
"Collection of Art Works of Yu Jigao", "Collection of Art Works of Yu Jigao's Traditional Chinese Realistic flower-bird

non

painting", "Master's Famous Paintings of Yu Jigao", etc.
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Appropriate both in Personalities of Painting and the Character

Zhou Jiyin, Ji Tainian

Chinese bird-flower painting was shaped in the Six Dynasties, and separated as a subject in Tang Dynasty. At the beginning,
the skill of painting was realistic, and Xue Ji, Bian Luan, Diao Guangyin, Teng Changyou are the masters in that period. To the Five
Dynasties, it was formed two groups of bird-flower paintings by Huang Quan who was famous in his honor character style and Xu
Xi who was good at brushwork of Chinese painting, and affected the style in later ages sharply. In Song Dynasty, because of the
emperors' encouragement, the Imperial Academe was thrived, Huang Jucai, Xu Chongsi, Zhao Chang, Cui Bai, Zhao Ji, Li Di, Lin
Chun were competed each other for art flourishing, and made the Chinese bird-flower painting mainly in realistic to a period of great
prosperity. In Yuan, Ming, and Qing Dynasty, as freehand brush in bird-flower painting boomed out, bird-flower realistic painting
was inclining downward. Since twentieth century, Chinese bird-flower realistic painting recovered, and becoming more and more
prosperous. Many masters and many painting groups are coming forward in great numbers also. Two of the initiators are 'the South
Chen Zhifo' and 'the North Yu Feian'. The former prefered elegant style, while the latter enjoyed ornate painting style. They were
called the Group of Chen and Group of Yu, and aroused many followers. Actually, they made a great contribution to Chinese bird-
flower realistic painting. Chen Zhifo is not only a pioneer of Modern Chinese Arts and Crafts, but also a master of Modern Chinese
bird-flower realistic painting. He inherited traditional Chinese painting technique, picked up Tang, the Five Dynasties, Song and
Yuan Dynasties' masters good aspects, attached great importance to sketch, learned ornamental in patterns, especially he researched
and developed the freehand 'watery ink', no linear 'mix color together method' to a special method called 'store up water', and made
it to be his own painting language, opened up a new field of Chinese bird-flower painting. Yu Jigao who is Chen Zhifo's student
propagated this painting style, and was famous as the First Person after Mr. Chen.

As a master of Modern Chinese bird-flower painting, Yu Jigao persists realistic creation, he works on a traditional road while
training innovation. His creations in paintings are both in form and sprite, having modern feature. The paintings are highly appraised
at home and board. His art achievement is not only at the head in Jiangsu, but also in the whole national bird-flower painting area. Yu
Jigao immersed in Chinese painting for several decades. He is busy in Chinese bird-flower painting, besides he works as administrator
leadership. He learns former's technique in order to establish his own thought in art separately. He has strong basic in art, and learns
from nature even more. Birds and flowers are became his bosom friends, which let him stare in daytime, while think in night. And
this becomes his consuming passion gradually. He comprehends birds and flowers sprit, understands the character, reinforces the
rhyme and expresses the affection. Catch by eyes, learn by heart, convey by hand, thus giving bird-flower a new life. He is as same
as his teacher Mr. Chen, who expressed feelings from heart. They called 'inspired by nature, and result affection, then poured into
paintings, and affected people at last'. One scene has one emotion, make both in harmony, it's the world which painters usually chase
is the true, the good, and the beautiful, charmed and delighted everyone.

His works have two styles, one is from Mr. Chen Zhifo, learned the elegant style. Such as 'warm river in spring', 'sparrow rest
on wintersweet'. Not only similar in form of appearance, but also is alike in sprit, look genuine almost. He can use the technique
which taught by Mr. Chen skilled, and even sheer professionalism. He is used to taking the delicate and forceful light ink double
linear, using light color filled in figures. Not concerned three times of alum nine times of stain only, but according to art effect chose
suitable technique. Compared with Yu feian's ornate painting style, it's more light and elegant, and containing more modern taste.

And another style is grace and lightness which attributed to painter's high talent. Yu Jigao feels painting should be containing both
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elegant and popular tastes in creations in order to be accepted by great masses. And the subject of Spring Festival picture is popular
in common people, so in his bird-flower paintings, he absorbed the Spring Festival pictures' color, and chose traditional subject which
implies lucky and achieved success. His works like 'crane symbolizing eternal spring', 'fat duck on sweet lotus', 'peaceful spring', are
the best publish of bird-flower paintings. Which accepted by all the people is the combination of strong color and ornate with elegant,
and make them together and harmonious. To be this level is not easy. This lies on painter's storage in culture. Since only good
cultured painter can paint good works.

Bird-flower realistic painting need very long time to be finished, at least cost two or three days, and some times need
several months more, and thousands of lines can't mistake in one line. Therefore, painter has to keep lonely during painting one
work. In his school days, Yu Jigao was 'Perfect Attendance Model'. In his 50 years for art, he spent almost every day on painting,
including Sundays. To save time, he painted when his breakfast rice gruel turned cold. And after the rice gruel cold enough, he ate
it immediately. Because of his hardness, he painted many competitive works, like 'fat duck on sweet lotus', 'pear flower in spring
rain', 'cuckoo and tit', 'march in Lingnan', 'old pine and crane in sunshine', which are presented one by one to all people. Painting
is a serious and formal work, an extremely hard work, no speculation and laze. Success is equal to hard working. As Yu Jigao once
said to himself, painting is like sports, need great ability. If you participate the Olympic boxing game, but poor in ability, the result is
obviously.

Yu Jigao's works are elegant, and his technique is gorgeous. His personality is also admired. He contributed very much to
society by his personal ability. He constructed Peasant Culture Centre in Tongshan country. He also painted middle size 'crane and
pine symbolize evergreen', 'wintersweet and parrot' as gifts for them. He contributed thousands yuan for Yu town mending roads,
and ten thousand yuan for the education affiliation. And also twenty thousand and one hundred thousand yuan are contributed by his
enterprise friend Teng Shangfu for the reconstruction of Kuishan Tower. Furthermore, he contributed one hundred thousand yuan
for town school, donated three hundred thousand yuan for people's government of Xuzhou. If contribute money is from the emotion
of hometown, he contributed even more money for other countries. Yu Jigao went to Beijing and painted many times for free. He
also painted for free for Hongkong District. He contributed money to help children unable to afford to go to school. And he also
helped many orphans and widows. When the celebration of 100 years of Nanjing University, Yu Jigao contributed eleven thousand
yuan, and donated one piece of bird-flower realistic painting in 4 chi size. And he contributed to hope School countless. He received
many awards by city, province and country. He contributed paintings for the foundation of Xu Beihong Research Centre. And also
contributed paintings for the 10" National Games, the 3" Inter-city Games, the fight flood and the provide disaster relief activity,
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handicapped project, the 6™ Culture and Arts Festival. Although Yu Jigao always contributes to society, he never mentioned this. He
thinks he is an artist educated by the party and the state, he feels grateful all the time, and decides to paint even more to feedback
people's love.

In the process of building a harmonious society, it is proposed artists have morals skill pair of strong and pervasive fragrance.
On one hand, this need perfect painting skill. On the other hand, this calls for highly personality and good-natured character. An artist
who is perfect in morals skill pair of strong and pervasive fragrance will gain people's support doubtless. Also, an artist who is hard

working can obtain people's love absolutely.
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River in Warm Spring
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Spring Song
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Two Birds on a Branch
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