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Preface

Traditional Chinese Medicine diagnosis is mainly based on the four
examinations, such as inspection, listening and smelling, inquiry and palpation. In
order to observe and diagnose disease, explore characteristics between diseases and
patterns, improve quality of medicine, and achieve the goal of evidence-based
medicine, several research about TCM diagnosis were done by TCM doctor,
professionals of informatics and biochemistry during past decades. Then we offered
prospective suggestion to TCM diagnosis expert for future study.

We mainly collected CCMP studies in Taiwan, which are mainly designed for
TCM diagnosis. Totally 82 studies were found during 1992 to 2007, 60 for four
examinations (20 for tongue diagnosis, 2 for listening and smelling diagnosis, 21
for pulse diagnosis, 17 for other diagnosis instruments), 4 for building database of
TCM classics, and 18 for standardizing TCM syndrome. Their contents ranged
from pulse diagnosis, tongue diagnosis, improvement of diagnostic instrument,
parameters of pulse recording, TCM syndrome standardization, datamining
diagnostic information, to expert system of TCM diagnosis.

Based on the above materials, we combined all results from similar studies
and try to summarize them. Therefore, we can trace the way of previous diagnostic
design, and, finally, we could construct a platform for discussing TCM diagnosis,
including TCM diagnosis journal database, diagnosis expert in TCM, for following

researchers.

Hen-Hong Chang M.D., Ph.D.
Director,

The Formosan Association of
Clinical Diagnosis for
Traditional Chinese Medicine
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