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Foreword

Zhaotong which means path to brightness is located in the hinterland of the
Wumeng mountain area, with the Jinsha River winding around the north and
flowing eastward. As the northern gate of Yunnan Province, it holds the key to
the exploration of the border area and a bright future for the mountainous Yunnan
Province. As early as in the Neolithic Age, there were human inhabitants here. With
the building of the Bo Path in the pre-Qin Dynasty, the Wuchi (5-foot-wide) Ancient
Road in the Qin Dynasty and the Nanyi Road in the Han Dynasty, Zhaotong
gradually became a fortress on the Southern Silk Road and “Shujindudao” (a
trading route from Shu to ancient India and “jindu” is the Chinese transliteration of
Sindhu in Sanskrit meaning India). It is also the starting point of the “Dianjindudao”
and the hub where the Central Plains Culture, the Jing-Chu Culture, the Nanyi
Culture and the Ba-Shu Culture met. The ancient people regarded Zhaotong as a
strategic point connecting the south part of Yunnan Province and the west part of
Sichuan Province. While the great men view Zhaotong as a place with the majestic
Wumeng Mountain and the Jinsha River clapping the steep cliffs, the ordinary
people consider Zhaotong as a mysterious borderland and a profound ancient
legend.

During the “Second Pioneering Project” of tourism industry in Yunnan
Province, Zhaotong has become a real “Border Town” in terms of its development
and its characteristics. However, Zhaotong has a long history and profound culture
as well as the mountains which show masculinity and boldness and the rivers
which reveal femininity and gentleness. It is not only the nice home of the black-
necked cranes, but also the largest production base of high quality apples in South
China and the famous original producing place of rhizoma gastrodiae in China.
There have been many outstanding people here, such as Zhang Kairu, Liu Pingkai
and Li Guozhu who are heroes; Long Yun, Lu Han, Luo Binghui and Zeng Zesheng
who are renowned military leaders; Jiang liangfu who is a master of traditional
Chinese culture; Chen Yide who is a well known astronomer. There is still the
unique group of the contemporary Zhaotong writers. All the above mentioned have
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earned Zhaotong an important place in Yunnan tourism industry. And it is worth
mentioning that Zhaotong, with its unique charm, is a "red tourism" destination in
Yunnan Province. In February 1935 and March 1936, the Central Red Army and the
2nd and 6th Red Army Corps passed by Zhaotong twice. Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai,
Zhang Wentian and other proletarian revolutionaries of the older generation ever
came here.

With the further improvement of the local transportation and other
infrastructures, the advantages of tourism development in Zhaotong have become
more obvious. Located at the border area of Yunnan, Sichuan, Guizhou and
Chonggqing, Zhaotong lies in a 500 kilometers radius of Kunming, Chengdu,
Guiyang and Chongqing and at the center of the “Golden Triangle” for the
development of tourism resources. On the one hand, the improvement of local
infrastructures plays an important role in boosting the economic and social
development of Yunnan Province through strengthening her exchanges with
Sichuan, Chongqging-centered Yangtze River Economic Zone, Southeast Asia
and South Asia in terms of trade, information and personnel; on the other hand, it
also contributes a lot to bring Zhaotong’s function as a link joint in the strategic
construction of the Third Eurasian Continental Bridge into full play by deeply
involving Zhaotong in the process of economic globalization and integration of
regional economy as well as developing its export-oriented industries so as to build
Zhaotong into an important hub for the interflow of commodities, a distributing
center for trade and an ideal tourist destination in the southwest region and even in
the Third Eurasian Continental Bridge passageway system.

Currently, as far as the tourist routes are concerned, a basic setup characterized
by “One Axis and Two Wings” has preliminarily come into being. The “A Hundred
Li of Grand Canyons in West China” tourist route is flanked by the red tourism
route based on the theme of “Zhaxi Conference” and the route featuring the unique
scene of “a huge lake arises amid mountains” due to the construction of the three
giant hydropower stations at the lower reaches of the Jinsha River. A series of
emerald-level and diamond-level scenic areas or spots has sprung up, the former
perfectly represented by “Zhaxi Conference”, the Ancestral Temple of the Long
family, Islamic Castles, the Huanglian River, Doushaguan, Tongluoba National




Forest Park, the Grand Canyon Resort and the latter by Dashanbao in Zhaoyang
District, Drifting on the Jinsha River at Qiaojia, Medicinal Mountain and the Little
Grass Valley in Yiliang etc. More similar scenic areas and spots are expected to be
added to the landscape in the future. There is no doubt that Zhaotong has ushered in
the spring for accelerated development of the tourism industry.

In order to speed up the training of the tour guides in our city to ensure the
development of tourism, it is quite necessary to work out a high level travel guide
book. From the beginning of 2007, the city’s Party Committee and its government
organized the staff in the tourism sectors to conduct a comprehensive and detailed
collection of the city's natural and human tourist resources by probing into the long
human history and the colorful folk customs and wrote "Zhaotong Travel Guide"
by using other excellent travel guide books for reference.

The book is not only designéd for the tour guides and the other people working
in the tourism sectors at all levels including the scenic spots, the travel agencies and
the foreign-related departments, but it also provides a rich and wonderful graphic
information of Zhaotong for the tourists both from home and abroad.

The CCP propaganda departments in Zhaotong City and its subordinate
counties (districts), the tourism sectors in the subordinate counties (districts) and
Yunnan University Press as well as many scholars, writers and travel fans have
given a lot of support to the compiling and writing of the book. In addition, Ms.
Xiong Xiaoxia, deputy editor of Yunnan University Press, has done careful editorial
work for the book. Professor Xu Zhiying, Associate Professor Deng Shan and
several other English teachers from Yunnan University translated the book into
English. Here, we would like to express our heartfelt thanks to all of them,

As the tourist attractions in Zhaotong are under further construction and
improvement, there may be some inaccurate accounts in the book, please share

your comments with us.
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