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The Roman Latholic Archbishop of Manila
121 Arsobisps Htreet, Intramuros
$.6. Box 132
Manila, Philippines

PREFACE

The life story of Mr. Lucio Tan can be compared to the proverbial mustard seed that
began small but emerged bigger than most of the shrubs and trees. Indeed, he started small
and humble. His only armaments were faith in God and determination in his work. They
proved to be the best ammunition a person can have!

And so from Fujian, China to Manila, Philippines, from Himmel Industries, Inc, the
Lucio C. Tan Group of Companies has grown and spread, more formidable than ever. As
attested by his friends, Mr. Tan’s business is not only for profit and gain. He has a big heart
for the poor and the young. He has set up and initiated various charitable projects and
programs. This is a clear proof that what he received from God, he in turn shares with his
neighbors. Sharing one’s blessings is truly the best investment in life. Earthly profits may
not rake in but God’s graces will surely be with us.

It is said that our lives mirror the image and likeness of God. God chooses to work
through human instrumentality, and He has chosen people to touch and transform the lives
of others. Indeed, Mr. Tan’s life has touched many people. The scholars, homeless, aged,
abandoned and sick he has helped will attest that Mr. Tan has been for them a reflection of
God’s goodness. They were able to experience the generosity of God through the generosity
of Mr. Tan. We are able to see that sheer faith and determination can make wonders and
miracles because of Mr. Tan’s life. He has shown us that nobody is born a loser. All of us
have the capacity to win and succeed if we place our trust in God!

May those who read through the pages of this book find the much-needed inspiration
and motivation they are longing for in life. May we strive to grow and blossom not just in
this world but in the Kingdom. This is what distinguishes us from people who simply do
good works. We are rooted in Christ and he is the basis for our good deeds.

In vain does man labor, if he does not keep vigil before the Lord!

L. CARDINAL SIN, D.D.
Archbishop of Manila

July 25, 2001
(Feast of St. James)
Villa San Miguel,
Mandaluyong City
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