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It was thirty two years ago that T had
known Liu Ji-rong,who had just gradu-
ated from the Art College as a new talent
of traditional Chinese painting, especially
figure painting. As time goes by,the paint-
er has been scaling new heights of art one
after another.

Over thirty years Liu Ji-rong has de-
voted himself to teaching figure painting
and creating new works of this kind , but
for a change, works of fine fruits or
flower and bird. Gu Kai-zhi, an ancient
Chinese painter and theorist, once
said,”Of all the subjects to be painted, fi-
gure is the most difficult one, mountains
and waters come second, then followed by
animals.”His comment might not be over-
all, still, no painter would regard figure
painting as easy work. Wang An-shi , a
famous poet and politician of the Song
Dynasty, sighed,”It’s very hard for a
painter to depict the manner and spirit of
human being with his brush.”However,
the very value of Liu’s figure painting is
exactly the ability to delineate the subtle
manner and to reveal the spiritual world
of the figures that he is drawing. His
works are noted for their rich flavour of
life and times.

For this selection, only a small por-
tion of Liu’s works has been chosen,
which , however, includes those that are
representative of every aspect of his inter-
est. Some are sketches from the life of the
minority nationalities; some full of Hakka
local flavour, there are also portraits of
famous politicians, thinkers and artists

through the ages, and examples for teach-
ing. From a series of his works,such as
"Milking”,”Baby Yak”and ”Old Herds-
man ”, one can see that the artist has
a sharp eye for disco‘vering and seizing
the characteristics of interesting people
and things, thus creates many fine pieces.

Born and brought up in Hakka re-
gion of the Eastern Guangdong,the artist
cherishes a deep affection for his home-
town and knows the local conditions and
customs very well, which are omnipresent
in his paintings. In this selection.”A
Trip to Hometown ”, "Heron Re-
turning to its Nest”, and “Marshal and
the Young “impress us mostly.

Portraits “Huang Zun-xian ”,"Kang
You-wei” and ”"Dr. Sun Yat-sen” were
based on the line drawings of the
twenty one thinkers, which had been pro-
duced for”Critical Biographies of Lingnan
Thinkers of the Past”’years before. Ac-
cording to the historical records, with rich
imagination and active thoughts, the artist
has successfully created such life-like
portraits, which are similar in spirit to the
real persons.

Liu Ji-rong always abides by the
principle  of paints
realistically, which might be considered
unfashionable by some people.But in my
opinion, serious art will always have its
own place in the garden plot of art, and
art that keeps close to the mass and social
life will have great vitality and boundless
prospects.

realism  and

Chen Shao-feng
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